
ciple by which the i>rKani2e<l inoplr of Aincrica said ihcy iiiU'-t fight

theaut«crat who woulil swirp the world and ln'iid it to his will (Applause).
' know that the Irish havt' that spirit also and I know that it must

be true when thi-y s.iy. as Arthur C.rifTiihs said in Alliort llall in London,
before ten thousand |>eople inside and twenty thousand out de, tliat

volunteer army was Irish and it was there to stay; if it was oliliter-

atcd two hundred thousand more would t.ike its place, and two hundred
thousand more woulrl replace thim (Applause). No Government is wor-
thy of the name and no |K(iple are wiirlhy of Ireeilom who are not willing
to die for it.

A few weeks ago a gentleman -I would not wi>.h lu say anything
disresiiectful, but his greatest claim to fame is ihat he married one of

the daughters of a great American multi-millionaire— Lord Decies was
official censor: it was his duty not to let ai vonc know anything alx)ut
Ireland. As he came oK the boat in New ' k he gave an interview

—

as is the custom of diplomats—and in his talk about Ireland he said
"There is not a day but they are shootitig down unarmed liritish soldiers

on the streets and highways i,i Ireland." A witty Irishman remarked:
"Faith they are not unarmed when they (lune there" (Laughter). It

may be worthy of observation that perhaps the 'rish voli'nteers Army
to-day is the only l.irge army great enough to operate ic i major way
in their own country, whose arms almost entirely cons' of the arms
they took away from the invailing army. (Laughter ai.u applause).

We Americans and Canadians are so close, at least to the theory if

not the principle, of representative government and individual freedom
that it is beyond our ken to understand the situation In Ireland. A man
is but the unit of the .St.ite or Nation. I see no difference—and I don't
believe you do—from the standpoint of morals, between a wrongful act
committed by a nation and one lommitted by a man.

There is something deep in metaphysics that is expressed by the
situation in Ireland. No Army ever operated without a commander-
in-chief, and they have their con\maniler-in-chiif. Here is a country
that has set up a Republic with a legislative body and a President. There
we have the situation of Government centralized as clearly as it is in
Canada or in the United States. If there is something wrong, poten-
tially and morally, about that endeavor being made; if, as some of the
press of North America would have you lx;lieve, these men are not
patriots and statesmen, but conspirators and malefactors, that these
men fighting in the Volunteer Army are not like the forerunners of the
American Army that -oaked the streets of New York and Boston with
their blood, then the most powerful government on the earth, with the
largest navy, with a seasoned army, could proceed to the very heart of
that government; could take the chief army, and execute the President

—

but they dare not do it because the people have spoken, and that gov-
ernment is going on. Th greatest crime in the world would l>e to seize
the representatires of the Government of Canada or the President ot


