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and extend Cultivation, whi-^h is the proper Bufinei's of Colonies

;

but the later Regulations have no fuch 'I'endency, except in ibmc
fifling Particulars : On the contrary, the Alteration ot the Mo-
lafl'es Duty was avowedly made for the Benefit of a Manufadure

:

And Manufadlures more peculiarly belong to the Mother-Coun-
try: But even an Equality, which is the leaft that the BritiJJj

Diftillcries are entitled to, is not fccured to them under the pre-

fect very low Duty on Molafl'es : And the Preference due to the

Produce of Britijh Plantations is loft, in the Molafl'es, the Cotton,

and other Articles. In Addition to all thefe, another obvious

Difference prefents itfelf in the Conduv.^ of the two Adminiftra-

tions : The Meafures of the latter are founded almofl: entirely up-

on Speculation : They have been defended upon Principles re-

pugnant to thofe which have been always efteemcd to be the belt

adapted to the Management of Colonies : They are Experiments

fubllituted in the Place of Experience -, uncertain in their Event j

and perhaps dangerous in their Confequences. For there can be

no Aflurance of the Effeds immediate or diflant, which may en-

fue from Conceflions made to Colonies in a State of adual Refift-

ance: By the Eftablifliment of Free Ports, an opening may be

made for bringing the Produce of foreign Settlements into our

own ; or on the other Hand, for the Introduction of European

Miinufadtures into the Britifh Plantations : This and the other

Regulations which are intended to procure the Carriage of

Commoditiefi ralfed in the French lllands, may encreafe the

Confumption of thofe Commodities on the Continent oi ylme-

rico, to the Prejudice of our IVtJl- Indies j or facilitate the Ex-
portation of our enumerated Commodities to other Places than

to the Dominions oi Great Britain: And the Facilities given to

the Intercourfe between our and their Settlements, may either

furnifl) the Colonifls with the Means of making Returns to this

Country, or of diverting the Returns they were before provided

with, to other Countries. The Event in all thefe Inftances is at

leaft doubtful : Whereas the Meafures ol the former Adminiftra-

tion were certain of their Effects : To open a Vent for the Pro-

duce of the Plantations, tc encourage Cultivation there, to extend

their Filheries, to prevent their clandcftine Trade, and to confine

,, their Confumption to the Manufadures of Great Britain^ Were
Meafures equally beneficial to die Mother-Country and to the
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