
EXCURSION TO THE OREGON.

probably effectually cured of a propensit}' for meddling" with
gTiizly bears.

On the 19th of June, the party arrived on tlie Green river, or

Colorado of the west, which thoy forded, and encamped upon
a 8pot which was to form a rendezvous for all the mountain
companies who left the states in spring*, and also the trappers

who come from various parts with furs collected by them during
the previous year.

Our traveller relates a misfortune which happened to him
here. Having* sallied forth with his g"un, and wandered about

for several hours shooting- birds, he found on returning' to the

camp that his party had quitted the spot. In pursuing their

track, he had to swim his horae across a deep and swift stream.

After coming up with the party, he was congratulating himself

on his escape from being drowned, when he found that he had
lost his coat. " I had felt,'" he says, " uncomfortably warm when
I mounted, and had removed the coat and attached it carelessly

to the saddle ; the rapidity of the current had disengag-ed it, and
it was lost for ever. The coat itself was not of much consequence

after the bard service it had seen, but it contained the second

volume of my journal, a pocket compass, and other articles of

essential value to me. I would gladly have relinquished every-

thing the gaiment held, if I could but have recovered the book
;

and although I returned to the river, and searched assiduously

until night, and offered large rewards to the men, it could not

be found."
The loss of his journal, however, was not the only bad conse-

quence of his river adventure. The ducking he had received

Ijrougiit on a fever which confined him to his tent for several

days. It was well for him that they had now arrived at the

rendezvous where the caravans always make some stay before

proceeding on the remainder of their journey. Still, according
to Mr Townsend's account of the encampment, it was scarcely

the best hospital for an invalid. As there were several other

encampments stationed on the spot—among others that of the

party of rival traders which had passed Captain Wyeth's party

on the road—the encampment was constantly crowded wath a
heterogeneous assemblage of visitors. " The principal of these

are Indians of the Nez Perce, Banneck, and Shoshone tribes,

who come with the furs and peltries which they have been col-

lecting at the risk of their lives during the past winter and
spring, to trade for ammunition, trinkets, and fire-water.

There is, in addition to these, a great variety of personages
amongst us ; most of them calling themselves white men, French-
Canadians, half-breeds, &c., their colour nearly as dark, and
their manners wholly as wild, as the Indians with whom they
constantly associate. These people, with their obstreperous

mirth, their whooping, and howling, and quarrelling, added to

the mounted Indians, who are constantly dashing into and
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