
CHAPTfin THE EIGHTEENTH.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

There arc many passages in (his book, where I have been at

some pains to resist the temptation of troubling my readers

with my own deductions and conclusions
;
prererring that they

should judge for themselves, from such premises as I have laid

before them. My only object in the outset, was, to carry them

with me faithfully wheresoever I went, and that task I have

discharged-

But I may be pardoned , if on such a theme as the general

character of the American people, and the general character of

their social system, as presented to a stranger's eyes, I desire to

express my own opinious in a few words, before I bring this

volume to a close.

They are, by nature, frank, brave, cordial, hospitable, and

affectionate. Cultivation and reOniment seem but to enhance

their warmth of heart and ardent enthusiasm -, and it is the

possession of these latter qualities in a most remarkable degree,

which renders an educated American one of the most endearing

and most generous of friends. I never was so won upon, as

by this class ; never yielded up my full confidence and esteem

so readily and pleasurubly, as to them; never can make again,

inhalf-a-ycar,somany friends for whom Iseem to entertain the

regard of half a life.

These qualities are natural, I implicitly believe, to the whole

people. That they arc, however, sadly sapped and blighted


