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towards it, and remind you that until tlio Ciiniuliiin Pucific Rnilroad in

built tlio Canadian tiovornnioiit wouhl liiivo to kcikI from ilH Store

Department at Ottawa or Montreal rountl by Cape Horn every nniHket,

every pound of powder, and every uniform button n(|uired in UritiKli

Columbia. I fail to see the a«ivant4ige of the boasted In-lt of territory

that eireleH ilio globe if the eleetrie current of Imperial power which
is abHolutely necoHHary for Imperial defence cannot frtjely permeate
through it. The completion of the Canadian Pneilic railroa»l is not

merely a vital necosBity to the integrity (-i ho Dominion, but of the

Empire. It is as much an Imperial as a Co), lial question. Its ccmi-

pletion would bo the realization of the di'nn s of Christopher Colum-
bus, of Vaseo di Gama, and the numerous h"rdy mariners who have
tried to force their way to the east b; frozen north or south, or sultry

tropic exploration. The shortest route from Ireland to Japan by a
* bousand miles would bo the groat circle of the globe along which
the Canadian Pacific runs. By it will return the costly silks and teas

of Chiua, the products of the Spice Islands, of Australia and India,

the cotton of Feeiee, as well as the grain of the great valley of tho

Saskatchewan. Without it Canada is a ml de sue TIk* struggling

nationality resembles a young giant, whose careless parents allowed
one nostril to be stuffed up by the loss of the unfrozen seaports of the

State of Maine, and now, after giving up Oregon and the San Juan
passage, that other Canadian nostril, we are threatened with the seces-

sion of British Columbia, which can neither be dolended or traded

with. Trade is the life-blood of Anglo-Saxon communities, and rail-

roads the arte.-ics. Never having had the good fortune of being per-

mitted to visit tho country, as fell to the h)t of my assistant

inspector, 1 have carefully icnd the exploration reports, and I

do not believe in insurmountable engineering difiicnlties. Tlie rail-

road will yet follow the Indian trail through the Tete Jaune pass,

which is only 4,000 feet, half the height of the lowest pass on tho United
States line. Salmon make their way up to the head-water of tho

Frazer river ; 12 feet is tho limit of a salmon leap. The trail of tho

Indian, the run of water systems, is the natural line of railroads.

Three out of four of our explorations have been athwart three ranges
of mountains. The following extract from the Militia Report, page 306,

will show the action taken by General Selby Smyth, which is, 1 am
informed, to be supplemented by the further Report of an Engineer
Officer from England, and a Royal Artillery Officer from Canada :

—

Extract of Re^wrt on the Site, Constructioii, and Armament of the Coast

Hatteries, ended for the Defence of the Ilarhunrs of Victoria and
Eaquinialt, Vuncottver Island, B ritish Columhia—durinij the months of
June, July, and Av^jtist, 1878, by Lieutenant-Oolonel D. T. Irwin,

Captain lioyal Artillery, and Inspector of Artillery.

The following extract from the general instructions received by me
on the day of my departure from Kingston, 13th May, 1878, affords

sufficient information as to the general nature of the w ork proposed
to be undertakm, together with the limitations imposed as to its

extent, viz :

—
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