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work when ;i luai) ctiniiot he seen. They train officers to tfo

tfiis in till' Frciicli Army witli (•onsi(lcraf)l(' success. In fact,

(leneral Tremeau, tlie late l'"rench ( ieneralissinu), was said

to lie so well acftuainted with the features of the Franco-

(uM-inan frontier tliat he could run a staff ride in that re}:;ion

without Idokinf:; at the map.

ixti:lli(;kx( !•: .vt MAXoF.rvHKs.

I sliould now like to say a few words about Intelli^;ence

work at Manoeuvres. A ])reliminary reconnaissance of the

country is a useful exercise on these occasions.

Durinf;f actual manoeuvres events succeed each other

so (juickly—so much more (juickly than would he the case

on service—that, althouffh information is easy enoufjh to pet.

it is (>xtremely difficult to send it back to one's commamler
in time to be of any use.

If 'ou will forgive my mentioning some iM'rsonal exiier-

iences, 1 can give you an instance of the difficulty of getting

back information. It is of course quite easy to i)enetrate the

enemy's out-posts under cover of darkness, and it may be

possil)le to locate certain of the enemy's forces, ami to get

back agiiin l)efore day has broken. If, however, one is still

in the enemy's linos when it has become light, the problem

of getting one's information back is not an easy one. Some
years ago, being an Intelligence' Officer on manoeuvres, I

hired a carrier's cart, filled it with sacks, hid myself under

the sacks, and liaving fortunately hit off the right road, I was

enal)led to locate almost all of the enemy's Brigades. The
hostile cavalry looketl into the cart, but their search was
fortunately rather perfunctory. This was all very well, but

by the time my cart had got down the length of the enemy's

line and out again, it was nearly 4 p.m., so that the informa-

tion was already stale by the time it was brought back to my
(leneral. The n(>xt year, having a similar duty to perform,

I thought it would be an inter(>sting jilan to make use of

carrier pigeons. Now pigeons must be familiar with the locality

over which they fly, otherwise they go round and round in

ever widening circles, and may take a long time to get home.

It is also advisable to remember that they should not be fed


