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H. SUGDEN EVANS & C0,

(Late Evans, MERCER & Co,)

WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS
MANUFACTURING
Pharmaceutical Chemists,
41 o 43 ST. JEAN BAPTISTS 8T.,
MONTREAL

KVANS, Luqonun& INVANR,

JVANR, SonNs & Co,
LVANR, ! London, Eng.

ldiverpool, ling.

WILLIAM DARLING & CO.,

IMI'ORTURS OF

Metals, Hardware, Glass, Mirror Plates
aly Seating, Carringe’
Makers 'Trimmings and Corled ¥alr,

Agonts for Mesara, Chas, Ebbinghitus & Sons, Matu-.
facturers of Window Cornicea.

No. 30 St, Sulpice, & No. 379 St, Paul Streets
MONTREAL,

READY

SPRING TRADE.,

QUR STOCK:QOF DRY GOODS IS NOW

COMPLETE

IN EVERY DEPARTMENT.
'F. FAMES CLANTON & CO.
No, 39 St. Joseph Street, Montreal.

1879. 1879.
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THE TARIFI® CONTROVERSY.

The all-absorbing ruestion eontinues (o
be the tarifl) andyas is to be expected,
the organs ol the Parlinmeniary Opposi-
tion are doing all in their power Lo crente
dissatisfaction, not only in Canada, Lut in
CGreat Britain and the United States. "They
have one powerful argument to serve
their cause, and. that is the inereased
duties on various articles, but it is one
that is searecly fair, It cannot be denied
that the Finanee Minister requirves addi-
tional revenue, and noattempt has heen
made, so far as we hiave been able lo per-
ceive, to digpute the amount which he
has staled to be necessary, viz, $2,200,-
000, It may be thal the Oppasition are in
possession of some seeret by which they
e obiain this large sum without impos-
ing additional taxes on the people, and,
bom" out of oflice at present, they are of
cowrse entitled Lo sny we will not acquaint,
you with our whcy until we are vestored
1o power. It is to be hoped that there is

. be wondered at.

intelligence enough in the people of Can-
ada to enable thom o arrive at the con-
clusion, that the credit of the couniry
must be maintained, and that, in order to
maintain it; additional laxes must be
imposed on the people, and this, ol course,
means increased burthens,

We are "by nomeans of opinion that
thid tarittis perfect, indead it it satisfied
overy one, even the members of  the Gov-
ernment. themselves, it would be much {o
The fair way of dealing
with it is to examine the items in detail,
and toascertain whether it is open, and to
what extent, to the charge of its being
indirectly burthensowe (o the masses of
the peaple.. We propose first todeal with
the josses of revenue which amount to
403,000 on sugar, tea and molasses. On
tho last-named al'hcle there is a remission
of duty to the extent of $100,000, and on
tea to the extent of £90,000,  To the re-
duction on molasses no exception could
have been taken, had the Minister been
in a position torelieve the peaple from
taxes, and the same remark applies (o ten,
Many will think that the present is not a
suitable time to remit taxes, bot, apart
from the ordinary duty on’ tea, there is s
question whether, in justice to. Canadian
merchants; the United States can Le per:
mitied to diseriminate against them in
her duties,” Even il the result should be
a small indirect tax, public opinion will
sustain the C-ovel-nmcnt in its pnh(‘v on
this guestion.

The sugar question is a very lurge ones
and the possible indirect- taxation may be
larger. That the United States bounly
system has led to” gigantic frauds is the
opinion of those in the United States who
have had a good opportunity of judging,
and public ‘opinion will sustain the Gov-
ernment in placing the ad calorem duty
on the long price. 1t cannot be denied
that the effect of what is only & measure
ol -justice to Canadian refiners will. be
to increase the price of sugar io the con-
sunier, possibly to the extent of the esti-
manted loss-of revenue, which is about }
of a‘ecent per ih,

After allowing for the losses on sugar, tea
and molasses, and $100,000 for drawbacks,
which will probably be chiclly on ships,
the revenue required will be
this amount it is proposed to raise by
what may be considered strietly revenue
duties $090,000 on the following nrticles :
Onunenumerated goods, by an in-

erease ol duly from 174 to 2u

per cent.o i,
On wines and spirits, customs wid

CXCISC.. v, el 210,000
On dried truits.l....... $30,000

TH0,000

T £ §990,000°

F2,642,000, Of

The estimated duty on coal is... £275,000
S On breadstidls. i, 250,000
On Jard, hams, and BACOM v 25,000

550,000

The duties on the foregning articles mq Wy
be eonsidered i a great dem oo as retalin.
tory. “Fhey aftact onr tmtle ‘with England
very slightly, as we do not- import agrieul
tural products from England, and only
about 124 per cent of ourcoal.  The next,
ilems of the tarift which demand consid-
eration arve those which have been hitherto
on the free list or at exceplionally low
duties.  Of these pig ivon is chiefly im-
portant, as a dudy npon it renders it almaost
necessary to inerense the duties on all
classes of fvon manufacture, ineluding
hardware. The estimate of revenue from
pig iron, iron bars and bolts; hardware,
locomotives, nails, &e,, is $390,000. The
duties on coltons and woollens have been
so regulated that they will bear very
lightly on English goods, which will conse
in chiefly under-the 20 per cent. dilt\
These duties are, it must be mhmllu]
protective in their characteras the articles
are manufactured in Cavad: a, but there is
no reason to apprehend any serious ingi-
rect taxation, as there is alveady compe-
tition enongh to supply all the local de-
mands.  The principal eause of the very
general demand for the repeal or amend-
ment of the insolvency law has been the
fueility with which compositions have been
arranged belween insolvents and thejr
creditors, under which the former have oh-
tained possession of their stocks in {rade
at nominal prices and have thus been
able {o compete with their neighbors who
have had to pay in full for their goods, Dur-

‘ing the period of depression which has ex-

isted now for sone years Cannda has been
what has been termed . the sucritice
market " for the United States, and goodls
have been poured in upon us al prices
with which our manufacturers have been
unable to compete.  The practical eflect
has been very similar to thai which has
been produced by our own insolvent laws.
Tle following ilems, giving an aggregate
revenue ol 566,000 may be considered
strictly ]n‘nf‘oct‘i"(e in their chivacter:—

Cotlons.............. e cn B 100,000
Waoollens. K . 180,000
Sitksi.oo.

" . 150,000
Agr icultural nnl-h-menb& .. . 25,000
('h-s\\.uo.. 24,000

............. ST 111

‘:'n(')(') 000

‘Fhere have been some oh-m"m sinee the
introduction of the 1090]11!10119, and it is

far from improbable that there may be -
others  beflore their. final adoptlon It

is not dlﬂlcult to ﬁnd obJectxons to partx-




