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*“ The teacher is told to go early, for the room will need sweeping,
as at present it is just as the plasterers left it. As there is no
broom, she is told to go and borrow one from the nearest neighbour,
It is probably a cold, rainy day in November, and furthermore,
told she can pick up enough shavings and pieces of wood, left
round the building by the workmen, to make a fire, as the farmers
have not yet brought in any firewood for the school. Enter the room,
and you {ind it fitted up with seats and desks—and, that is all. A
chair for the teacher is frequently borrowed from the same unlucky
neighbour who lent the broom, and by subscription of one penny
from each pupil, augmented by five cents from the teacher, enough
money is raised to purchase a water-pail and a tin cup. In the
case of the building being an old one, matters are in a worse plight
still. It is impossible to keep the room warm, as the plaster has in
many places dissolved partnership with the wall, sundry windows
are broken, and the door never shuts tightly. Cases have occurred
where the teacher has been under the necessity of moving her
classes from one part of the room to another, in order to avoid the
rain which descends through the leaking roof. But the most
serious matter of all is the want of accommodation in many of our
schools. 1n England where sanitary precautions are so much more
closely consulted (as of course they are also so much more needed),
each district must fulfil the requirement'of the law, by providing
accommodation in proportion to the number of pupils. Here, the
room is as closely packed as possible, sometimes to overflowing.”
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