
GABRIEL LALEMANT
VICTIM OF THE IROQUOIS

THE name of Lalemant is well known in the mis- 
1 sionary annals of New France. During the sec

ond quarter of the seventeenth century three of this 
family, members of the Society of Jesus, came to 
Canada and distinguished themselves in the work 
of spreading the Catholic faith among the native 
tribes. They were pioneers in this country, men who 
labored and suffered for their common Master; and 
when they died they left behind them memories which 
are still precious to all students of our early history. 
The first of these was Charles Lalemant, who arrived 
at Quebec when the Recollects called the Jesuits to 
A famil of their aid in 1625. He heads the list

of that long line of Jesuit superiors missionaries . ., , , . J, .. . V. .who guided the labors of their religious
brethren in Canada uninterruptedly for one hundred 
and seventy-five years, that is, until the complete 
extinction of the old Order in the first year of the 
nineteenth century. 1 The second, Jerome Lalemant, 
brother of Charles, is undoubtedly one of the most 
illustrious figures in the history of New France. He 
reached Canada in 1638 and went immediately to the

1 The Jesuits did not return to Canada until 1842.


