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laboui'H III the ru.stitutioxi witli (,'reat zeal iiud ability until tbe

•Uoseofliis lifr, (wbloli thore i» wa.son to fear was husteried by dis

ikppointmcnt,) the present geucnitioii uro reiinirig the fruits of his

labours. Tho vcuorable Ohiof Justice bus referred to his first Tisiv

to Tnivo of r>0 years since; I also M;ell remrmber my tirat ^-isit to

this town in 1831, thou but ft Bt'iittercd ?ifiinlei, Bibl^ Hill, so

milled, beinj^ thn most ImjHirtaiit point.

When 1 »'oii< rase its edutMtiouu) lustittulons, jjublic buildings,

priviito r.'sidences sind its j^cnenil appeararico with what it m as on.

tbat day, tlio ]»rogrf?s it has made luuiit be acknowledited to Iw

indeed wondorfiil, luid while eoiijijratulating its people ujkih tlie

flourishing <'ondition of their town, I would add my assur-ance that

no ntau call tckc a greater iutorejjc in its prosjjority than myself.

Whpu I look biu'k (o our 0[)eiiing oereniouies of 1855 and eon-

,
trast theni with the procRe-tlings of tu-<lav, I n^oioe at the progress

which has been made, and. believe that the imposing H<H'ue wr
have just witnessed will uiake a lasting impression upon the risiug

;;eueration. The old eonimissioiiers had but one thotisand pounds
at their disposal, but in the short spaee of twenty years this school

soction has, at a eost of ^lO.OOO, er«!etod a local tjoliool building

which for adnu' fable lituess for the purpose designed, eom))letel3

«*a.<4ts the old Normal Hchool in the shade.

The building, of whieh tlie foundation -snone lias this day been

laid, will doubtless b*- an ornament to the town, and while its

urchitectural beauties bear witness without to the increased interest

and progress in i.he great work of education, we trust from within,

in a far greater degree? will more substantial evidence of its intiu

ence and ])ower be f«>lt on «v<>rv hill-sidf and vallev of this our

own. our native Jnnd.

fS/}ee<'/i of' ffu' Jier. A. S. Hunt. tSu/)t. o/ Kdii/^attou,

He said that at such a late hour he would not tletaiu the meet-

ing by any extended observations, lie, however, <30uldnot tail to

regard tbe exercises of the day l»ut with the most profrmnd interest,

in as much as the.se interesting c(>romoiiies were as the inaugura-

tion of a new pha.'-o in the history of our Public Evlucation. 'Yhf>

time was, .'ml Bomo {)er3ons «.'ould w»'ll remember it, when not a

few, even of the most subscanHul friends of popular educiition

ntortained .serious doubts as to tJie necessity of an institution,

«uch as the one now claiming our altention, and honestly dis

trusted the wisdom of spending public money in 1^hat they consid-

ered an enterprise of doubtful value. T;ong since such doul^ts


