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to lonvo tho colony; and I wns (olil it was ncccs-

Nary t<> pny a tnx to tiiUu a liutli.

I

'rii(> wliolf rcvrniu' raiHuJ animintN tit l.'IO,(H)()/.,

anil tlio fX|)cnililiiri'H do not oxcoeil I'jri.OOO/.

In ordi'i" to IcHsi'ii the wri^lit of tin- tiiMitlon, it

wns in nKitation nt tho time of our vinit to inLTcaw-

tin; diilii'M on iniportn, which urn aliniit (lirco |ior

I'fnt. lid valori'in, on Kii);liHli nrticloH, and ten |it'r

c'onf. on f(iri'ij;n (jikhIh.

The ('irculuiion is a piiiinp one of tho donnniina-
tioii of rix-iliillurH, vnlucil nt ono Hhiiliii); iind Hix-

|icnci'. Thcro nn^ no iii>t('H Ichh than twolvo rix-

dollai'H, oc|nnl to a |>onnd. Tho monetary fonccriiH

of the cnliiny Imvo iiiulprjjono many vii-iwHitudoH,

and nuinorous oxporiincntH have liocn made, all

tcndiiifj to jirodiipo a «ant of conticU'iio". (Jovcrii-

nioiit, niitil within a few years, had the entire con-
triii of the diseotiiit hnnkn, and throiifrh lliein poH-

HCHHed a full kiiowiedKe of the affairH of men in

ImsinoHH, and it m mu\ did not fail to iihc it in an
arhitrary manner, producing revulsions in the
monetary atVaira of the colony that were hinhly
prejudicial to the conmierciul coniinunity, cansiiiK

much distress, and in some casca I'uin, of wliioli

many feel the ellects to this day.

This state of things Rave rise to tho CBtahlish-

ment of banks exclusively under tho control of

private individuals: there arc two of these coi-jio-

ratiims, hearing the title of the "Cape of (iood

Mope Hank," with a capital of 70,(NK)/., and the
" South Afi'ican Hank," whose capital amounts to

10(),(N)0/.; the capital of each is all paid in, and no
part of it can be? withdrawn. Tho latter is not a
liaiik of i.ssue. A general statement of their affairs

is aiinually made to the proprietors. Interest is

paid on deposits remaining longer than a certain

specified time. Inviohible secresy is observed with

regard to individual accounts, and each person
connected with the iiiHtitution signs a promise to

that effect. These banks afford every facility within

the bounds of prudence to those dealing with them,
even carrying tho spirit of accommodation so far

as to keep early hours for the benefit of the agri-

culturists who frequent the market.
This new system is found to work admirably,

and pays handsome dividends to the proprietoi-s.

It gratified me to leani that the public of Cape
Town is cliietly indebted to Isaac Chase, I'^sq., the

United .States consul, for the adoption of this bank-
ing system. I lia<l many interesting conversations

with him on tho subject, and also convcrseil with

others, inhabitants of the colony, who expressed

themselves highly pleased with the success of these

institutions, while at the same time they acknow-
ledged their oliligatioim to our commercial agent.

Wine is tho great staple of the colony ; but

many of the vine-growers have been ruined, in

coii8ei)uence of the vacillating policy pursued by

tho home government, with regard to this branch
of industry. Trusting to the promises nuuh by

the government, a vast amount of capital wius in-

vested in the busines.s, and the annual production

was in a short time tripled. This state of things

continued for about ten ycara ; but in tho year
1)125 a change of policy took place, and the protec-

tion was diminished more than one-half ; and nt

the same time a further reiluetion wius proposed in

tho bounty. As a natural consequence, a d<?preei-

ation in all the wine estates took place, nnd the

loHB of much property ensued. This was made

mopo nnplennnnt to the Cape rolonisls by n propo-
sition to put " duty on ('ape wines, that would have
the effect of placing Iheiii at a hi;;her duty tbiin

those of foreign wiiicH. The coloniwls are still very
seiisilivo upon the subject of wine, ami the trent-

ment they have reciived ; not only have Ihey to

Complain of bad fa'di on the part oi' the govern-
ment, but tho coiiMlaiit elVoitM of otheiH In decry
their wines, some of whieh are prmluenl of as fine

a ipialily as those in any oilier part of ihe uorld
;

but there is some I'oitnilatioii for the ilispariiging

rejiorts that have been circulaleil, fur i|iiaiititiis

have certainly fjeensent abroad that had been very
mtieli adulterated.

The Cape colony, both as to soil and climate, is

well adapted to the raising of all deseri|itiiins of

wines, from the light (ierman nnd French, to those

of Mndeira nnd Sherry.

Ill consequencp of the reversoH the colonists

have met with in Ihe wiiu- trade, tlu^y bavi- be-

gun to turn their atlintion to the rising of sheep;
the colonv has bei-n found to be well adapted to

those pii 'ing fine wool, and Ihe i<ivestnients

that have been made iu them bid fai" to be pro-
fiiablc.

Wheat and mni/.o are also cultivated, particu-

larly on the mountains near the Cape, where
these grains grow in great perfection, nnd are
raised in sufficient i|uantitien to meet the con-

sumption of the colony, and to be exported in con-

siderable quantity to the Mauritius. Tho wheat
now used is of a hard and tliiity kind, and effec-

tually resists the ntlncks of insects, as well as the

rust, which were formerly troublesome.

Tlie other chief productions are fruit, oil, and
provisions.

One great obstacle is opposed to this colony ever
becoming a great producer of wool, and that is the

immense distanceii and the almost total want of

commnnicntions. So bail are the roads nnd so

great the hindrances, Ihnt the wonder is, not that

there is so little internal traile, but how trnii.spor-

tntioii is elfecled ut all. Were it not for the energy
and perseverance of tho early colonists, and the

hardy breed of cattle that they possess, eoinmuni-

cation between distant parts of the colony would
be nearly impossible. .Some opinion may be formed
of the stale of the roads and the ditliculties to

surmount, by the fact that fourteen pair of oxen
are frei|nently attached to a small wagon.

Tin ox u.sid ill Africa seems to me to be of

an entirely different breed from the animal we
are accustomed to see in our country. Their
iigs an" much long(T in proportion to their

bodies, lank nnd bare bones, with immense horns
;

and their gait, instead of a slow walk, is often a
trot.

The whole of tlu! foreign trade of ll.'j colony

passes through Cajie Town. The value of im-

ports is estimati'd at one and a half million

sterling, and that ef exjiorts amounts to upwards
of a million. The vessels engaged in this trade

number about si:; hundriHl, whose tonnage

amounts to one huiuired and eighty thousand tons.

The total revenue from customs, in the year

1)140, was forty-two thousand eight liiindred and
seventy-seven pounds. The exports consist of

wine, wool, ivory, whale-oil, bides, tallow, :uid

aloes. These are either brought to Cape Town
from I: e interior in wagons, or in small vessels


