
— u

il

i i

xiiY and to take hard exercise ; these people leave their

rural homes, their hill tops and quiet rallies to travel

in the first instance down to the sea port town, wheix}

they are often detained days, and sometiinos weeks,

In miserable crowded lodgings awaiting tl»e sailing of

the vessel. And when oncic on board they are placed

in circumstances, m regards fresh air and food, very

<liifereut from what they had hitherto <boen accustomed

to. They are packed in the hold of the vessel, where

ventilation under the most favourable circunmtanccs

is very imperfect ; a mea/ns of introducing fixjsh air

into the 'tween decks of a ship has yet to.be disco-

\ered, and the little air, that ever doesiind its way by

the open hfttches, is in rough weather diminished by

the n«ce69ity of partially or wholly closing these only

openings. Itiisno^; to be Avondered then that siicli

tliseases a* originate in imperfect ventilation, change

of diet awl want of exorcise should be rife in Emi-

grant vessels, or that the vitiated air combined with

mental anxiety and dread at the novel scenes passing

uround them on the sea voyage should have a depress-

ing eifect upon the passengers and make them ne-

glect cleanliness and that such neglect should be

followed by disease which, when once it begins in the

tween decks of a passenger vessel, goes on increasing

until its living cargo can be emptied out.

The emijorrulion to Canada has, for manv vears and

up to within a recent i)eriod, averaged from 25,000 to

30,000 per annum, and there is every reason to believe

that it will again reach that number. It has Iwon said

V>y those who ought to know better that passengers

now arrrivc by the steamers and not sailing ves-

>>els ; and, though it is well known tliat steerage pas-

sengers do arrive and in numbers by the Mail aud


