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Renaudi^rt!, engineer of the party, one day stood

by the side of tlie patli and watched tlie whole pro-

cession as it pa.ssed him. Tiie white men were a])out

twenty in all. He counted about three hundred

Indian warriors, with as many s(piaws, some liv«'

hundred children, and a piodigious nund»er of dogs,

the largest and stiongest of wluch diagged heavy

loads. The squaws also served as beasts of burden;

and, says the journal, "" they will carry as much as a

dog will drag." Horses were less al)undant among

these tribes than they afterwards became, so that

their work fell largely upon the women.

On the sixth day the party was wdthin three leagues

of the river Kansas, at a considerable distance above

its mouth. Boiirgmont had suffered from dysentery

on the march, and an access of the malady made it

impossible for him to go farther. It is easy to con-

ceive the regret with which he saw himself com-

pelled to return to Fort Orleans. The party retraced

their steps, carrying their helpless commander on a

litter.

First, however, he sent one Gaillard on a perilous

errand. Taking with him two Comanche slaves

bought for the purpose from the Kansas, Gaillard

was ordered to go to the Comanche villages with the

message that Bourgmont had been on his way to

make them a friendly visit, and, though stopped

by illness, hoped soon to try again, with better

success.

Early in September, Bourgmont, who had arrived


