
THE REV. EDWARD HARTLEY DEWART, D.D.

rilHE Reverend Edward Hartley Dewart,

J- althougli not a native of Canada, is a

thorough Canadian by early adoption and

hearty sympathy. For upwards of forty

years lie has been associated witli her in-

terests and identified with her fortunes; and

for more than a quarter of a century few

men have devoted themselves inore actively

than he to foster her rising institutions and

to promote her prosperity. He was born in

the county of Cavan, Ireland, in the year

182<S. He is of mingled Scottish and English

descent, his father's ancestors having come

originally from Scotland, and his mother's

from England. In 1834 he came with his

parents to this country. The family settled

in the county of Peterborough, Ontario,

where he pa.ssed his boyhood unl youth.

His early opportunities for ol iiiing an edu-

cation were few and unfavourable as com-

pared with those of the present day, when
first-class schools, provided with experienced

and efficient teachers, may be found in all

parts of the Province. This depi ivation was

sorely felt by him at the time, but the effects

were largely counterbalanced by his inces-

sant study, and by his fondness, amounting

almost to a passion, for books. From his

earliest years his love of reading attracted

the attention of all who knew him. He had

naturally an inquiring mind, and possessed

an iasatiable thirst for learning. Notwith-

standing a tolerably good supply of useful

literature with which his home was always

stocked, he read in addition nearly all the

books that he could borrow fri rn the neigh-

bouix for miles around. Possessing also a

remarkably retentive memoi-y, when but a

m(!re boy he had acquired a more accurate

knowledge of Scripture History, and had

read and digested more books—many of

thein requiring close study and attentive

though^/—than the majority of young men

with r uch better opportunities for mental

improvement. In the year 1848 he resolved

to avail himself of greater educational ad-

vantages, and to qualify himself for a

broader sphere of usefulness. He started

from his secluded forest home to become a

student at the Normal School in Toronto,

which had been opened a few months

previously for public instruction. With

characteristic energy and determination he

travelled the whole of the distance, o;ie

hundred and twenty miles, on foot. After

prosecuting his studies with remarkable suc-

cess, he returned home at *^^he end of the

academic year, taught school for about four-

teen months, and came back again to attend

lectures for another session. His ability and

assiduity as a student soon rendered his pro-

ficiency so jnarked in all his studies that he

was frequently employed by the professors

to assist them in teaching classes. Before

quitting the institution that .session, on the

recommendation of the late Mr. Thomas

Jaffray Robertson, he engaged as teacher of

the school at Dunuville, Ontario, where he
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