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OFFICIAL REPORT

THE SENATE

Thursday, February 5, 1925.

The Parliament of Canada having been
eumnmoned by Proclamation of the Governor
General to meet this day for the despatch
-of business:

The Senate met at 2.30 pin., the Speaker
in the Chair.

OPENING 0F THE SESSION

The Hon. the SPEAKER informed the
Senate that he had received a communica-
tion from the Governor General's Secretary
informing him that Ris Excellency the Gov-
ernor General would proceed to the Senate
Chamber to open formally the Session of the
Dominion Parliament this day at 3 o'clock.

The Senate adjourned during pleasure.

SPEECH FROM THE TRRONE

At three o'clock Ris Excellency the Gov-
ernor General proceeded to the Senate
Chamber and took bis seat upon the Throne.
Ris Excellency was pleased to command the
attendance of the House of Commons, and
that House being coule, with their Speaker,
Ris Excellency was pleased to open the
Fourth Session of the Fourteenth Parliament
of the Dominion of Canada with the follow-
ing Speech:
Manourable Members of tise Senate:

Memsiers of tise Hanose cf Coimnons:

1 bave piseurs in welcoming you ta tise fourtis
session of tise faurteentis Parîlament.

Since prorogation, tise economie situation tisrougis-
ont tise world is notably improved. For Canada,
tise year 1024 was a period cf substantisl progresa.
In trade aIone, tise excessi value af exporte over ims-
ports was more than 820,0O,000. Tise present year
opens witis prospects of caund and steedy development.
Tise financial and trade situation justifies tise expec-
tation cf an early returu ta thea gold basic.

Tise prohiera cf tise cost of living la tise moot
important tisat my ministera bave in mmnd at tise
present tiras, and every effort i being msade ta im-
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prove conditions with respect thereto. It la appar-
ent tisat aven the most rigid economy in publie
expenditures will flot suffice to salve this pressing
problero and the probleni of taxation incidental there-
ta. Their ultunate solution lies largely in increased
production and thse developinent of new and wider
markets. It la to be borne continually in mmnd that
thse existing burden of taxation is due rnainly ta un-
controllable expenditure in thse nature of paymente
and obligations arising out of the War, and to the
encumnbered position of the. National Rallways.

To aid in an increase of production, through thse
develapusent of our vast natural resources, every effort
is being made to attract thse right clasa of ums-
graista to Canada, and ta sacure their settiement in thse
undeveloped areas served by aur great transportation
systems. In due course ateps will be taken ta furtiser
colonization and settlement in othar fertile ragions such
as those of tisa Peace River.

Thse cost of production of raw materials and tise
necessaries of 11f e bas bean lessened by thse reductions
in the tariff and the sales tax effected at tise last
session. it la becozning increasingly evident, bowever,
that quite as important a factor as tise customs tariff
i their affect upon production and living costa are

transportation costs and rates, by land and sea. It
is thse opinion of my udviser tbat tise attention of
Parliament at the present session should be directed
more psrticularly ta the desirability of effecting a
freer movement of commodities through an equalization
of railway freight rates as betwcen provinces Md4
localities, and througis a lowering of carryiz charges
upon shipmentcs by watar of tise products of the farta,
tise mina', tise forest, tise fisheries, and of aur manu-
facturing industries.

Some measure of control of transportation by land
and ses la obvionsly essential Wo tise promotion of
interinsperial trade, tise expansion of export trade
generally, and the development of Canadien trade via
Canadian ports.

Thse procedura it snay be advissble ta follow with
respect ta railway freigist rates will in soins measure,
necessarily depend upon tise decision cf tise Suprema
Court in tise appeal respecting tise Crow's Nest Paus
*Agreemsent. Witis regard ta ocean freight rates, action
la being taken to overcome tise restraints en expoet
trade due ta, tise exactions of tisa powerful steamsisip
combine known as tise Norths Atlantic Steamsisip
Conference. Your approval will be asked of a meassue
aixned at affording tisa Government of Canada a
contrai of ocean rates.

It js tise intention of tisa Government no to equlp
our important ports on tise St. Lawrence route, and
on botis tise Atlantic ad Pacifie coasi, m to mn"b
tisern to meet ail requirements of modem navigation.

To secure greater co-operation in tise administration
of tise lawa of tise two countries respecting cmuggling
and tise prosecution and extradition of persoa violatins
tise anti-narcotic laws of eltiser caimtry, treaties b.
tween tise Dominion of Canada and tise United States
bave iseen negotiated and signLed. They will b. eub-
mitted for your apProval prior ta tiseir ratification.
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