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As was mentioned before and W8S mcntioncd juat a few

moments ago by my colleague from Calgary West, we need in

the House, regardies.' of what provinces or areas of the country

we are from, more free votes in Farliament. If members are to

exert influence over policy inaking in committees, as we have

hieard so much about, or in the H.ouse they muat be able to

demonstrate independence of thougbt.

Again we read articles of some members from the goverunent

side who are brave enough to stand in committee and say: "I do

flot think this is right. Perhaps I wili vote against it". They are

absolutely taken asido and told thcy must go along with il. They

cannot give other reports. My friends on the other aide are well

aware of that.

We want to inake sure that more free votes are allowed lu

?arliament. We also need a change in attitude 10 the confidence

convention. As my frionds from the goverament and I sat on the

opposition bouches lu the asat Farlisment we heard time and

lime again that every piece of legislation dec. not need to be

treated as a confidence convention. }low things change, how

things become so différent with the stroli of about 12 or 14 feet

acros.' the ais!. haro.

resuits of it because I was the only federal political party here

that was on the no aide on the Charlottetownl accord.

There la nothing wrong with that, just because people lu the
Hlouse. and the parties which they represented loat the Charlotte-

town accord. A great deal of good came out of that. People in my

constituenicy, and I arn sure in every other one in the country, felt

that somehow they had been given real power. They were able 10

exercise on a ballot their view, that. il was binding and that il
carried the weight of the day.

Also citizens' initiatives arc so important. People can put

questions on a referendum ballot which will be deaît with 2t

election time. What a marvellous sense of power. That would

free up thii place so that people know they have access to the

House of Commons snd flot just somebody who will atand in a

public place regularly, as I have heard, and aay: "My opinion i.'

important. My constituent's opinion is important but *hen il

comes to the vote I will decide". Nothing could be more

arrogant or any furthcr from the truth. If we are going 10

democratize thi. place that la something that i.' absolutclY
essential.

Ail Reformer.' have advocated Sonate reform. We are akn

about a triple-E Sonate, elected by thc people, equal provincial

ropresentation, thereby making it effective lu represcntins

rogional interesta. There may be people fromn Quebecan

Ontario, the two big provinces, who sa they have more sensti

and se they have absolute power of majority lu the Senate.It ý
important that each province realize Il i.' one cf ton eqO

children lu Confedoratlon.

11ire seems to bno reasonin mymind to jutify th at h'
My province of Alberta ha.' 6 senators sud that Quebec s'
Onario would have 24. Thore i' aonicthing wrong wlth e

matheuistics lu that. Wo believe Qucbec la important luCofe
ors<tion. Lzt us tura Uic other place around.

1 have heard many of My colicagues talk about the fact that l

necd to aboliah 1he other place. We have scen very recontlY ti

the Senate la important, that il is easential. Its decision oli 0

Bill C-18, the suspondiing of the operation cf th lb. t
Boundarles Readjuatment Act, ls agood eximple of the eat.

sober second look at bad I.gislon. Bad il was, snd W O

hear front membors of the. govermoat aide perhaps thâit W
bad, such interventions v.re rare, grantod, and nsal 0
welcorno because of the unelectod nature of the Senate.

1 proved My point. Recause Canada is a féeratboO of
provinces thia reality should be reflected iu that otefpl
because il dos provide a function. W. thinh thas if il et b
much more legitinial. it would provide a bluget n.b

fnto obhasif of poor legisatio aud as a oqtr6o

some of 1he dhings 1h11 come out cf the Honse of!O1to


