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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Tuesday, April 12, 1994

The House met at 10 a.m.

Prayers

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
[English]

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES

The Speaker: I have the honour to lay upon the table the
annual report of the Commissioner of Official Languages cover-
ing the calendar year 1993 pursuant to section 35(1) of the
Official Languages Act.

[Transiation]

Consequently, pursuant to Standing Order 108(4)(a), this
document is deemed permanently referred to the Standing Joint
Committee on Official Languages.
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[English]

GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO PETITIONS

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36(8), I have the honour to table, in
both official langu=2:zs, the government’s response to eight
petitions.

* X X%

GLOBAL PARLIAMENTARY APPEAL FOR
DEMOCRACY IN BURMA

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway): Mr. Speak-
er, I think you would find unanimous consent of the House at this
time for the motion which I would like to propose.

The motion has been drafted following consultations with
members from all parties in the House, a motion that is seconded
by the hon. member for Kingston and the Islands, the hon.

member for Longueuil and the member for Kindersley—Lloyd-
minster. I would seek the unanimous consent of the House to
propose the following motion:

That, in the opinion of this House, the government should urge the

Secretary-General of the United Nations to do everything in his power to piess the
State Law and Order Restoration Council of Burma to take the following measures:

1. The immediate and unconditional release of Aung San Suu Kyi and all political
prisoners, with guarantees for their complete freedom.

[Translation]

2. The swift and complete implementation of a transition to civilian rule, as
mandated by the May 1990 general election, as per resolution 47/144, entitled
“‘Situationof humanrightsin Myanmar’’, which was adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly on December 18, 1992.

[English]

I would like to thank all members of the House of Commons
from all parties who have supported the initiative of thic Global
Parliamentary Appeal for Democracy in Burma which has teen
initiated by the Internaucnal Centre for Human Rights and
Democratic Development.

Members have signed petitions and I thank them for their
support on this fundamental issue. I thank them for their support
of the motion this morning.

(Motion agreed to.)

® (1010)

PETITIONS
NATIONAL FILM BOARD

Mz, Chris Axworthy (Saskatoon—Clark’s Crossing): Mr.
Speaker, I have the privilege to rise under Standing Order 36 to
present two petitions today, one decrying the decision of the
Minister of Canadian Heritage to close the National Film Board
office in Saskatoon. This leaves Saskatchewan and Newfound-
land the only two provinces without any National Film Board
presence. It will cut down on the availability of access to the
National Film Board publications.

We have been told that people in Saskatchewan are tired of
demonstrating support to maintain the presence of a national
institution while national institutions continue to be cut from
across Canada and particularly across Saskatchewan.



