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Immigration
first week in September when the program had been
under way for only three weeks. On a national basis, even
at this early stage 69.7 per cent of those interrogated were
aware of the programn, and this high level of awareness
was held by persons interviewed whose mother language
was other than French or English. 0f this number, 81.2 per
cent knew that further information could be obtained
from a Canada immigration centre or a Canada manpower
centre.

As hon. members will recali, the adjustment of status
programn is only one of three measures referred to when I
introduced Bill C-197 last June. Under the special
administrative measures introduced in June, 1972 to
review the backlog in the inquiry systern, we have now
deait favourably with cases involving 13,500 persons. The
Immigration Appeal Board has ruled favourably on 3,500
cases since June of this year, using the new authority to
sit as single member panels. I am announcing later today
the appointment of 13 ternporary members under the new
legisiation, and among the cases they will hear, 17,800
appeals to the board have aiready been favourably
reviewed by rny officers against the relaxed criteria appli-.
cable under the adjustrnent of status program. Through
these three special actions in the past 15 months there are,
therefore, some 80,000 people who may now expect to gain
the right to live in Canada and who were forrneriy in fear
of deportation. By midnight tonight, that figure wili be
even greater.

Despite rny conviction that the message has indeed been
deiivered, 1 have recently received some suggestions f rom
thoughtful people that there may stili be sorne potential
registrants who have flot heard of the program or that
there rnay be some who are reluctant to corne forward
because of a fear, unfounded though it may be, but neyer-
theless a real fear of the bureaucracy. As I have said, I am
satisfied that the programn has reached its intended audi-
ence. I arn also confident that we have done ail we could to
allay these fears. I recognize that it does take tirne to
establish a climate of trust. That trust can only be really
obtained when a person who is hanging back sees that his
friends have been deait with f avourably. For the first part
of the campaign, my officiais were involved with the
process of registering the thousands who came forward.
An assessment of individual cases has to take place later.
For some weeks we have been publicizing the success rate
of applications and, as it has become known that the
chances of success are very high indeed, there has been an
indication that those who had been holding back have
indeed been corning forward. From a daily average fluc-
tuating between 550 and 870 registrants in the first seven
weeks of the campaign, registrants are now corning for-
ward at a rnuch higher rate. There were new registrations
on October 12, for example, involving 1,429 persons.

These figures lead me to believe that there is now great
confidence in the prograrn and that by midnight tonight
when our offices close ail those who wish to corne forward
will or should have done so.

In view of the concern expressed, not only by respon-
sibie organizations but aiso by responsibie newspapers ini
Canada, that more tirne rnay be needed to aliow the new
clirnate of trust to take effect, we are assessing the situa-
tion closeiy as the time availabie to register draws to a

[Mr. Andras.]

close. I wiii also listen carefully to any of the comments
rnade by hon. members. As hon. members are aware, any
extension of the adjustrnent program would require new
legisiation to be passed by parliament.

In closing 1 wouid like to ernphasize that whichever way
we go, this invoives a very serious decision, one which I do
not think anybody here wouid suggest we take casuaily or
too hastiiy. There are costs as weli as benefits on either
side of the suggestion. On the one hand, if extension is
considered, the effect on attitudes of countless thousands
of people abroad for whorn Canada is so attractive that
they wili seek and test any loophole which wouid aliow
thern to corne here must be taken into account as weli as
any apparent lack of wiii to hoid f irm to our immigration
laws as announced. Furthermore, we cannot ignore the
effect of the commitmnent of resources to an ad hoc pro-
grarn of this type for a prolonged period of time. On the
other hand, we must judge whether we have cleaned up
the bulk of the problem with which we have been faced.
Certainly, we do want to avoid mass deportations and we
want to ensure that our programi has been effective. In
view of alI the publicity which has been given to this
program and all the effort put into [t, we are entitled,
before we rnake a decision, to get pretty substantiai evi-
dence that there may be or rnay not be great numbers of
people who have not been reached by ahl our publicity
bef ore we act.

In closing, I should like to reiterate again that I will be
very interested in the views of hon. nernbers in the
response to rny staternent.

Mr. Lincoln M. Alexander (Hamnilton West): Mr.
Speaker, I should like to thank the minister for the courte-
sy he extended to me in allowing rne to have his statement
not only SO that I could read it but so that the rnembers of
our caucus might see it. When I received the staternent I
srniled because, if this staternent points out anything, it
points out the hesitancy and uncertainty of this
government.

Somne hon. Memnbers: Hear, hear!

Mr. Alexander: Until yesterday the minister, without
any equivocation whatsoever, was indicating to the whole
country that there would not be an extension after Octo-
ber 15. I wouid like to read portions of his statement. On
page i1 find these words:

The opportunity given to thern to rnake -our country, your coun-
try," ends at rnîdnight tonight.

That [s a statement of fact. Yet, when we review the
minister's statement we find that later he says:

As I have said, I arn satisfied that the program has reached its
intended audience.

To demonstrate the equivocation of the rninister and the
frustration he is causing the people of Canada, particular-
ly those who are interested in this most serious prograrn,
let me read certain other parts of the staternent. He states:

hese figures lead me to believe that there is now complete
confidence in the program and that by rnidnight tonight when our
offices close, ail those who wish to corne forward will have done
so.
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