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warrant, for the sake of the practical end same end. Then passed, the opportunity
in view, namely, the great future develop- which the Colonial Secretary had long wait-
ment of the Empire as a whole, at home and ed for. No wonder, when that statement
li the colonies. There was a Government was wafted from Great Britain to the world
which had invited proposals through Its Mr. Chamberlain said :
Secretary of State for the Colonies, and had it would have been hard enough to carry
sent the Duke of Devonshire and Lord through the idea had all the colonies been per-
Chancellor Halsbury to Liverpool, who sistent and enthusiastic advocates of it, but
held out the hand of welcome in such a defi- Canada does not favour it, and New South
nite way as to call down upon them the ani- Wales opposes IL These are the leading col-
madversions of every Cobdeuite In Eng- onies, and with them in practical opposition, it
land. What did the Premier of Canada becomes impossible, and I would not now touch

do ? More than that, there was to1it with a pair of tongs.

the common-sense British mind the No wonder Lord Rosebery said that:
pressure of outside competition and for- Mr. Chamberlain had a proposal which had
eign tariffs narrowing their foreign mar- some force and gained some strength, but now,
ket and impinging on their home mar- " it must be approached with the reverence due
ket, which was gradually rooting out to a corpse," for Canada's Premier has said that
long settled ideas and causing a revul- " if the British Empire is to be maintained, it
ston of opinion in favour of a practical can only be on the condition of the most absolute
business tariff. At that auspicious moment, freedom of trade."
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and his brother colo- So passed for many a year, not only tie
nia Premiers made their entry upon Brit- 1 most auspicious moment for the gaining of
is soil. What did Sir Wilfrid, as the re- this great boon for the colonies, for Can-
presentative of Canada, do ? Did he keep ada, for the Empire, but passed for many
the pledge which he gave to the electorate a year, I fear, any successful hope of bring-
here, that he would favour preferential ing British statesmen to the point of again
trade, involving preferential dutles by Great Imperilling their influence with their peo-
Britain and involving a preferential tariff ple to educate them tomwirds so great and
by us ? Did he keep his pledge that he so far-reaching a project. No wonder Mr. As-
would send a delegation to tàlk this matter quith declared afterwards that Sir Wilfrld
over with the Government of Great Bri- Laurier had given a death blow to the heresy
tain ? Did he, If he had not anything that it was wise and opportune, under any
favourable to say of it, keep his mouth circumstances, to deviate one hair's-breadth
sealed until he met Mr. Chamberlain and from absolute free trade, and that It would
the members of the British Government? have been a pity If he and the colonies
Or did he open his mouth to stimulate, with bad gone In favour of asking England to
all the eloquence at his command, that pub- put the least preferential duties on goodS
lie opinion upon which Mr. Chamberlain from foreigu countries.
must have relied to carry to a practical So to-day the hou. gentleman occupies this
conclusion that one profeet which he set unenviable position, of having made a pledge
so much store by. No, Sir, before he saw to the people of Canada of havIng deflued the
Mr. Chamberlain, before the Premiers met principles où whlch the pledge was Wo car-
In conference, in the face of the Invitation nied out, of having bound himself, If a
of the Duke of Devonshire and Lord Chan- public man ever did bind himself, to have
ellor Halsbury, imm'ediately on landing at a conference ith the Goverument o! Great
Liverpool, he drew on his musty store of Brîtain on the matter, of having gone across
old Cobdenism, and declared that as for the ocean to hold this conference, and thon
preferential trade, Canada would have none Immediately on landUng, before any conter-
of it. "Ours is a free gift," he saId. " We once couid ho held, usIng his mighty Influ-
ask no compensation. , Protection has been ence-an influence whlch was temporary, but
the curse of Canada. We would not seeone the less strong at that moment-
you corne under Its baneful influence, for agalnst the projeet ho had pledged himself
what weakens us must weaken you." Then to fSter, and which was dear to the hearts
and there he put the quietus on the move- o! everybody bore and becomIng dean W
ment for preferential trade with Great Bri- the hearts of many.o! the itizens of the
tain-against bis pledge given to the .peo-]BritishIMes. Why dld my hon. fnIend do
ple of Canada ; agalnst every dictate of!that? Was It through devotion W the in-
prudence that a statesman should have been tereste of Canada? No. Si; It was due
gulded by ; In advance of thé €onference W bis devotIon to the principles of free trade
to whIch he and his fellow-Premiers had as laid dowu by Cobden. uan Interview
been Invited for the discussion of that very at Birmingam, and on the occason when
subject, and for the devlsln'g of a.plan toho accepted the Cobden modai, ho made
further this very same pr'eferential trade. it plain that the n why he wa&
Then passed, In a moment, the labour of!againtpretereutiatrade waa that It In-
many years l thls Dominion. Then passed, vlvd wothnS. On
ln a short moment, the labours which fortecheobcin-attwodmkeEg
the past five years have been unremitthig ln oeofe rd n as e r
and hereulean lu Great Britain towards the lt>teptso rtcinWteetn
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