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Bill considered in Committeo, reported, read the third
timo and passed.

THIRD READINGS.

The following Bills were severally considered in Com-
mittee, reported, read the third time, and passed :—

Bill (No. 20) respecting the Northern Railway Company
of Canada.—(Mr. Boultbee.) .

Bill (No, 69) respecting * La Banque Ville Marie,” (from
the Senate).—(Mr. Desjardins.)

Bill (No. 80) to incorporate “The Acadia Steamship
Company, limited.”—(Mr. Longley.) ‘

MONTREAL PURTLAND AND BOSTON RAILWA
COMPANY. ‘

House resolved itself into Committee on Bill (No. 53) to
amend the Acts ineorporating the Montreal, Portland and
Boston Railway Company.—(Mr. Brooks.)

Mr. GIGAULT. I move that the Bill be amended by
adding to the second section the following words:—

‘ The revenues, earnings and all moneys accruing to and received by
the Company, in respect of the branch railway, the construction whereof
is hereby authorized, shall be chargeable, in the first place, and by priority,
with the payment of all claims for land taken for right of way along the
said branch railway."

Lost on division.

Mr. BROOKS. I move in amoendment that in the third
clause the word “ rovived” be submitted for *continued.”

Bill reported as amended, read the third time and passed.

SECOND READINGS.

Bill (No. 85) to incorporate the British and Colonial
Insurance Company (from the Senate).—(Mr. Beaty).

Bill (No. 81) with reference to the Andrew Mercer
Ontario Reformatory for females and the Central Prison for
the Province of Ontario.—(Mr. McDonald, Pictou).

FIRST READINGS.

Bill (No. 96) to amend and consolidate the laws relating
to Government Railways (from the Senate).—(Mr. Mc-
Donald, Picton ) ‘

Bill (No. 98) to provide for the extension of the bound-
aries of the Province of Manitoba (from the Senate).— (Mr.
McDorald, Pictou.)

NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS,

Mr. McDONALD (Pictou), in moving the second
reading of Bill (No. 87) respeeting the naturalization of
aliens, said: The object of the Bill is to amend eur laws
with respect to the naturalization of aliens in this country.
Since Confederation we have been governed in regard to
matters affeeting the naturalizatiem of aliens in this
country by the Aot passed in 1868, as amended in some
partienlams by the Act of 1870, and as regards

Mr. BunTING.

British Colambia by the Aet of 1872. By that Act, three
years’ residence in Canada conferred upon aliens, conforming
to the mecessary forms, the rights of British subjects it
Canada. The privileges thus conferred were confined to
Canada alone, and did not coufer upon those availing them-
selves of our laws, the rights and privileges of British subjeots
out of Canada, and as if they had become naturalized under the
Imperial Act. The House will observe that the Imperial Act
of 1870 conferred the right of ‘naturalization of aliens u;)on
British subjects, but it has not been applicable heretofore
in Canada, 8o as to enable persons naturalized under our
laws to avail themselves of that Act. The Empire of Great
Britain bas entered into conventions by treaty with various
foreign nations with the view of enabling it by mutual
consent of the respective parties to the several treaties to
confer, with the consent of the country of origin, the rights
of British subjects upon those coming from other countries.
The principal object of the Bill isto place the law upon
such a footing in this country that, with the consent of the
Imperial authorities, who will, T am given to believe, upon
the pas<age of this law, take such measures to obtain such
Imperial legisla'ion that parties becoming natmialized in
Canada will possess all the rights, privileges and immunities
which belong to British subjects naturalized under thi
Imperial Statute. This is very important, and will become
still more important to this eountry in view of the iarge
immigration which we anticipate in the immediate futyre
from the various countries of Europe, particularly from that
country from which we hope to receive a large accession of
strength, namely, from Germany, from which we have now
80 many industrious and intelligent citizens now rosiding
among us, The Imperial Government have, moreover,
placed thomselves in communication with the German
Government, with a view by treaty of enabling German
citizens leaving Germany to settle in this country
with the consent ot their own Government, and to
obtain the rights of British subjects in this country.
I need not say to the House that without consent, while we
cap counfer the rights of naturalization upon foreigners, we
can only do it in so far as those rights will not operate in
contravention of their natural allegiance in the country of
their birth. And it is only by the mode which [ have indi-
cated, by mutual treaty and convention between the
respective countries, and arrangements by the necessary
legislation, that the important privilege can be obtained for
foreigners coming to this country to settle here. This Bill
endeavors to carry out this object we have in view very
fully. We still retain the period of three years as the time
of residence in this country, which will enable a party not
heretofore naturahzed to naturalize himself in Canada. I
have reason to believe that, with the consent of the Imperial
authorities that naturalization in Canada will hereafter
confer very much higher rights und privileges upon a
naturalized citizen than heretofore. "Heretofore those
rights and privileges operated only in Canada. But here-
after they wiil, from the necessary legislation in lngland,
confer the rights of British subjects in every part of the
Empire. It then provides that a native of any foreign
country, residing in Canada for the length of time which
the laws of thal country prescribe as the period
during which it will be necessary for any of its subjocts
to reside in a foreign country, before becoming emtitled
to be free from his natural allegiance, shall be natusa-
lized, and shall have obtasined such rights and privi-
leges as in the previous clause are conferred irrespective of
that eonvention. The Bill ie divided into several sections.
There is very little new init. It is framed very much on
the model of the Imperial Act with such modifications
as suit the eircumstuances of this country, also embraeing
such portions of our own Act heretofore in operation as the
circumstances.of the case seem to require. The first division
of the Bill relates to the status of aliens before natarsliza-



