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call.of the .seventeen powers for negotietions as socon as possible
without either side imposing any precondltions.

The Canadian Government!s view;of the nature of the
situation in Vietnam is of course based on Canada's membership
in the ICSC, which provides an opportunity at first hand to
examine the various factors contributing to this unstable situ-
ation. The conclusions to which Canada has come on the basis of
this eiperience have most recently been put before the inter-
national cormunity in the Cormission's Spe¢ial Reports of June 2,
1962 and February 13, 1965, and in various stétementsAon behalf
of the Canadian Government by the rrime linister and the Secre-
tary of State for External Affairs, While the appeal notes
that there may be differences in appraising the various elements
in the existing situation in Vietnam, there can be no doubt about
the importance which Canada attaches to a renewed effort to solve
the problems manifested in the Vietnam situation by negotiations
undertaken in 2 genuine determination to achieve a mutually
acceptable, just, and durable settlement,

The Canadian Government has noted the willingness
expressed by the President of the United States on April 7 to
enter into unconditional discussiors looking to a peaceful
solution, This offer is of great significance, and will n~ doubt
be as gratifying to the sponsors of the appeal as it has been te
the Canadian Gevernment, This offer, and suggestions for a vast
regional economic development scheme for Southeast Asia, provide
grounds for hope that progress may be made towards solving out-
standing problems in a peaceful and constructive context,
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