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Italy has also actively advanced gender equality 
and women's empowerment at the domestic level. 
Legal reforms and dedicated assistance frameworks 
are in place, including the promotion of social and 
economic integration of migrant women and girls. 
The Department of Equal Opportunities of the 
Italian Presidency of the Council of Ministers has 
launched - pursuant the first National Action Plan 
against Trafficking and Serious Exploitation of Human 
Beings (2016) - two annual calls for proposal to fund 
assistance projects for victims of human trafficking, 
including women and girls (for a total of €37 million 
in the biennium). Furthermore, the protection and 
empowerment of migrant women and girls are also 
considered by the National Strategic Plan on Male 
Violence against Women 2017-2020.

and market information; 2. Implementation of the Senegalese Gender-Based Violence strategy (prevention, 
support for survivors and their families, and promotion of responsive legal and justice systems); 3. Strengthen 
women’s participation and voice in the political decision-making process, including supporting women’s 
negotiating capacities, strengthening women’s entrepreneurial networks, promoting gender-sensitive budgeting 
and creating two Local Economic Development Agencies for women's empowerment.

Women Economic Empowerment and Social Integration Project in Ethiopia. This bilateral pilot initiative 
aims at the integrated empowerment of socially and economically vulnerable women (women inmates, victims 
of trafficking, schoolgirls who reject harmful traditional practices) and promotes gender mainstreaming at the 
governmental level. It fosters the protection of the rights of women and girls at the community level, including 
through awareness-raising actions, while increasing the reporting on harmful practices and facilitating greater 
acceptance of women as entrepreneurs and leaders. Three pillars articulate this project: 1. Research and Gender 
Analysis focused on the women/girls' voice approach to enhance their participation in the definition of gender- 
sensitive initiatives; 2. Capacity and knowledge building at institutional and community levels on gender roles 
and women’s rights to promote attitude change; 3. Economic empowerment to promote entrepreneurial skills, 
self-esteem and micro enterprises.

The new multi-bilateral initiative Assistance To and Empowerment of Syrian Refugee Women and girls and 
vulnerable women and girls of Host Communities in Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon is part of the IDC’s response 
to the Syrian crisis, with the main goal of improving the living conditions of Syrian refugee women and girls, 
while also providing them with opportunities to acquire the skills and expertise needed to rebuild their lives after 
returning to Syria. The economic-empowerment component is combined with reproductive and sexual health, 
and GBV response components. The participation of Syrian refugee women in peace negotiations and future 
reconstruction of this country is also promoted.
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