THE SETTLEMENT OF WESTERN EUROPE

The settlement of western
Europe was long delayed after
the war's end by conscientious
efforts to arrange for the
settlement of the whole of
Europe to be undertaken, in
Mr. Bevin's phrase, "under the
umbrella of the Four Powers".
In the last year, however,
with the Soviet Union and its
satellites in eastern Europe
standing to one side, the Unit-
ed Kingdom, the United States,
and France have taken the lead
in three main political proj-
ects intended to produce a
strong, united - and free -
western Europe: the European

Recovery Programme, the set-

tlement of Western Germany,
and Western Union.

EUROPEAN RECOVERY PROGRAMME

The course of subsequent
events makes it likely that
Mr. Marshall's Harvard speech
on June 5 a year ago will mark
1947 as one of the formative
years in the history of west-
em bBurope. Mr. Marshall prom-
1sed generous United States
aid to Europe, and public at-
tention has for the most part
fastened on that part of his
speech. But he also said that
before the United States Gov-
emment could act, "there must

€ some agreement among the
countries of Europe as to the
requirements of the situation
and the part those countries
Fh§mselves will take...The
lnitiative,..must come from
urope" ,
~ The response of western
Europe so far has been most
€ncouraging. Sixteen countries
Met in Paris on July 12, 1947,
and Set'up a Committee on Eu-
Fopean Economic Co-operation.
le Sixteen were Austria, Bel-
glum, Denmark, France, Greece,
Ireland, Iceland, Italy, Lux-
embouryg, Norway, the Nether-
1?“d5, Portugal, the United
Kingdom, Sweden, Switzerland
and Turkey. The Committee as-
Sessed the possibilities of
tErOpean.production, placed
em against European needs,

and so estimated the help need-
ed from the European Recovery
Programme. These estimates
were presented to Mr. Marshall
on September 22 and the Com-
mittee adjoumed to await Unit-
ed States action on them.

SIGNATORY TO TREATY OF BRUSSELS

AND MEMBER. OF OEEC

MEMBER OF OEEC ONLY

‘BRITISH
ISLES

In the meantime, however, a
second organization set up by
the Paris Conference, the Study
Group on European Customs Un-
ion, got under way. Meetings
were held in Brussels opening
November 10, 1947, February 2,

1948, and March 18, 1948, and
some progress was made in tech-
nical discussions. Even more
progress was made in discus-
sions on regional customs un-
ions. The great example was
set by Benelux, the customs
union among Belgium, the
Netherlands, and Luxembourg,
vhich came into force on Janu-
ary 1, 1948. France and Italy
have had particularly success-
ful talks on the subject, and
late in March Mr. Bidault and
Count Sforza agreed to press
on with them. The Scandinavian

countries, and Greece and Tur-
key, have likewise exchanged
views on customs unions during
the past few months.

The second session of the
C.E.E.C. got under wayonMarch
15, 1948, in anticipation of

MOSCOWe

final action by the United
States Congress on the Econom-
ic Co-operation Act. (Presi-
dent Truman's signature was
actually affixed on April 3).
The Committee was converted
into a permanent organization
by a convention signed in Paris
on April 16 by representatives
of the sixteen countries con-
cerned, and the Commanders-in-
chief of the three Western
Zones of Germany.

The Organization for Euro-
pean Economic Co-operation
thus set up consists of an
Assembly, a Council, an Execu-
tive Comittee and a Secretar-
iat. The Organization's duties
are to screen requirements for
United States aid and also -
which is more important from
the European point of view -
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