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Great Britain we are the oldest nation in the Commonwealth. We hope

we have learned the lessons which diversity muet teach a people; but

in spite of the sincere warmth and affection with which I know you will

be received wherever you go in Canada,eyou mnay discover hidden pockets

of sentiment contrasting sharply with the tole rance which -I believe- to be

characteristic of the great majority of Canadians. you may well run

acostesr fpro.h je rnoved to look unisympathetîcaîly on Our

immigrants, particularly, the two. and a .haîf million new Canadians who

have arrived here since 1945 -- in spite of theý fact that hie own anicestoru

we re not, exactly originalr mnbe re .of s ociety. There in however -no que s-

tion that our new Canadians are rnaking ani essential. and vastly imnportant,

contribution to Canadian life.,

Our,,ex-perience of the pluralsociety ,ha. been real and searching.

But even its limited succeBseB ýwere, fot easily achieved. As the novelist

Huùgl MacLennan lias put it, ."Not only,,was týhis Country forned out of the

floteani and jetsani of three. or four-de-feated racial and political groupe;

sorne of these groupa had once been bitter enemnies of one another. But

they had to live here, and they ha.d to live in peace with one another." The

cout of doing so lias& been higi., We have had to do Without a verýy clear imag%

of ourselves, without a national culture, in the Benserthat these are to b .

found in Europe and the Ujnited States. The râajocrltY ,of Canadians a&,re stili

not capable of speaking both our official1 languages9 (aîthough lu the lait few

years happily there lias begun a ground swell of feeling and action to over-

came tliis neglect), and a sigable nuraber of Canadians frorn the rninority

g roups have not yet learned either language.


