
BICnT-'HNOLOGY IN THE NIEERANDS

Biotechnology in the Netberlands is rapidly expanding. Before 1985 somne 20)
major comparues were involved in biotechnologY, this number increased to more
than 120 in 1990 (sec table 1). Since 1981, the Netherlands bas adopted a
government policy aimed at creating a climate favorable to investments. The
biotechnology stimulation programme comprises various activities, ranging fromn
education through information dissemiatlon, commercial incentives,
cooperation and support for newly formed companies.

Biotechnoogyin the Netherlands is strongly related to main Dutch industries
lik ago-éod cemical and environmena idustries.

The main application areas are:

1. Agriculture
2. Foodi and Feeds
3. Cherical
4. Envlronment
5. Health care
6. Equipmnent

1.Agricultur

World wlde, the Netherlands ranks second as exporter of agricultural products;
Dutch dairy products, meat, eggs, vegetabIes, fruits and flowers are
f articularly well-known.

in he ast15 years biotechmology techniques, for example vitro cell culture
techniques used in plant breediing and propagation, developed rapildly.
4lso the itouction of somatlc ceil hybnidization and genetlc engineering
offers excting potential to improve breeding prograrrs. WVitb genetic
en&ineering techniques, important agricilturaI traits such as stress tolerance,
resistance agalnst pathogens and herbicides, and higher protein yields are
introduced ta plants.
MOGEN carried out the flrst field test wlth transformed potato plants.
Plant breeding and seed companies such as VAN DER HAVE and ZAADUNIE
have by now adoptcd micropropagation techniques as a standard tool ta
facilitate their operations

is the oldest and largest industry


