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) (Mr. Skinner, Canada)

The second special sessicn of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament,
despite the disappointment many feel, may have had one positive benefit among
others. Tt dispensed with illusion and stands as an object lesson of the necessity
of working within the framework of what is possibla. Already we see, at the
summer session of this Committee, a renewed sense of realism, and this sense is as
important for our deliberations in outer space as on any other issue which may
appear beforc the Committee. :

In this regard we should considar the effects of UNISPACE 'fi2 recently concluded
in Vienna. It is readily a2pparent that the mandate of the outer spacs Committee
on peaceful use and the mandate of this Committee on arms control issucs may be
considered to have in some .respects a mere mirror image asvect. I do not wisn to
deal at great length with the organizational aspacts of arms control and
disarmam2nt; this is a matter wnich seems to be of endless fascination, not only
to this Committee but elsewhere as well. e balieve it would be better to rove on
to more substantive matters. Nevertheless, it is our view that the basic
responsibility for preventing an arms race in outar spac2 has been placed upon this
Committee by the General Assembly. e should tharefore take up our work in an
energetic fashion. Tt is equally clear that thare is a background in the outer
spacc Committee discussions which will be of immensa value here in the Conmittaa
on Disarmament: for 2xample, the 1987 outer space Treaty is a product of the outer
space Committce. As we build upon the outer space Treaty and other aspects of space
12w in develcping the arms control treaty, wnich we 211 hone for, we must ensure
that the expericnces of the outer space Committes as well as of the CD, the ©CCD
and the ENDC are fully gtilized. .We do not think, at this staze, that it would
be productive to proleong discussion about whethzr or not to set up a working group
on ouzer space if these discussicns actually inhibit thc Committce from addressinz
the substantive issues.

On 13 June, bcforz the Genzral Assenolyis sacond special s32ssion on
disarmament, Prime Minister Trudaau underscored the urgency of zominz to griss with
the development of neW weaponry for use in outer sgacc. He notea that 25 y=ars
apo, the first qa.. -made 3atellite was lau .ched. That ovene marked 1 122p in .2an's
mastery of the natural environment. I nave a note here on Ay paper, anicn is 2
term that iir. Arthur Clarke used in this ragard: he called it the lases and sreatast
arena of human afiairs.

Mr. Trudeau noted that 15 years 250 it did not sczea pramature to close >ff the
possibility that space aight be used for other than peac2ful purposes. He observad
that today the Treaty on Principles Governins thc Activitics of States in the
Cxploration and Use of Outer Space is, in our view, patently inadequate. '

The need, thercfcre, is zcl2ar znad uneaguivocal.
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