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. marriage; "Now I can make your 1life a misery, but I will never bore you."
' He didn't. They were separated frequently,. divorced in 1927,
ramarried in 1929 and: divorced in 193L. Professionally Bethune was also
unorthodox, "even for a Canadian" said a colleague.
‘ At 3L he. set. up his first and only private medical practice
in Detroit, Michigan. He~1asted‘there;tu0=yearsv contractedatuberculosisy
and recoveredaonly'after insistinggon;a;rareﬁoperation; "He: left the
aanatorium Saylings
Y am going to look around *#il I find something I can: do for.
the human race, something great, and I am going to do: it before I diew™
He did. |
He moved to. Montreal in 1928 as a surgical assistant at the:
Royal Victoria Hospital. In 1933, under pressureyfrom medical colleagues,
'he left to head‘the-department,oﬁ thonacic.surgeryfat,Sacré—Coeur*Hospita1,‘
ten miles north of Mbntreal. During the period he: wrote: for medical Journals
and began to invent new. medical. instruments, something he: wonld continue:
to do for the rest of his life.
Bethune was a. character among co-workers. ‘“He didn't. fit in
here",'Saidlauooileaguevat‘the‘Roxal.Victoriaa.
"ne was: a hell of a good. surgeon... and;occasionallyrhe:made=

mistakes," said a former student there.

bevotion.tortheuPborw" “

' He was!dEvotedatozhis{patientsw admired:andxdespised(by‘hisf_
colleagues, a‘maneimpatient with. others:and*with:himself;' A friend. and
artist Marion Scott said. he: would often. call himself an artist, both. when.

he was. operating and. when he: worked on canvas.
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