Canadian “‘green thumbs’’ help restore Chinese grasslands

Sales of prairie-grown wheat have made
Canada famous as a granary to the world.
Less well-known, but equally important
in world food security is another Cana-
dian agricultural export: farming ex-
perience accumulated in building one
of the world’s most successful agricul-
tural industries.

Typical of the way in which the Cana-
dian “‘green thumb”’ is being put to good
use far from home is the selection of
Agrodev Canada, an Ottawa-based firm,
to deal with a complex agricultural
problem in three of the northeastern
regions of China — the provinces of Hebei
and Heilongjiang and the autonomous
region of Inner Mongolia.

The area, grazing country, has for
thousands of years supported large num-
pers of cattle, sheep and horses. In recent
years, China’s population growth and the
introduction of the modernization pro-
gram in the region have boosted livestock
demand and packed more animals into
the same grazing areas. The result, in
some areas, has been a thinning of grass

and other vegetation, less fodder for
livestock, and the threat of reduced
earnings for the people who depend on
the animals.

In 1981, worried about the future
ability of these ranges to support live-
stock, China and the International Fund
for Agricultural Development initiated a
drive to rehabilitate the endangered
pastures and sent out a world-wide call
for consulting advice. The company
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Map shows area in northeastern China
where Agrodev Canada is sharing its
agricultural expertise.

finally chosen for the three-year assign-
ment was Agrodev Canada Inc.

Current projects

The firm is one of the few consulting
companies that specialize in agricultural
and aquacultural projects and in the ap-
plication of modern farming and fisheries
development techniques in developing
cogntries. Its current projects include
assignments in Bolivia, Oman, the Sudan
and the Bahamas.

Agrodev’'s China project group (21
pe(?ple in 1982, 12 this year) arrived in
Ch‘ma in the spring of 1982 and included
animal nutritionists, seed experts and

pasture specialists.

The area is traditionally good grazing country for cattle, sheep and horses. ut i recent
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years, it has seriously deteriorated, threatening the livelihood of thousands of people
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