
EDUCATIONAL, REVIEW Aga,12

The question may bc asked, how is one to ascertaini those
principles of Iaws that have ini the past and will in flic
future govern the actions of mankind. The answer is
furnýished iu Bacon's philospy-the inductive method
-reasoning f rom particular f acts ta general pvinciples.
Therefore facts are the basis not anly ut historic laws
but of ail knowledge.

Before Smiith compiled his geological niap.lu 1815,
lie tra.velvd ever Eng]and on foot and accuînulated an
immense 9tore of facts respectiuig the earth's formation.
'lhle law of gravitaiion was evolved frurn observation;
the sileut Newten was forever voyaging through strange
seas ot thought alone.

Th'le reading by the student uf historical works, in
whidi lie may lake only a passing interest and then pro-
ceed to forget, isla t besat unly lntroductory to the sci-
ence ot history. Reading is at the bottai of 'the ladder,
tacts of histury are one thing; its pliilosophy another.
'l'le top of the ladder is the science of fortelling the
course ef hiuman events-the greatest of mental achieve-
menus. 'lle science of history turns the mirror of the
past on the horoscope of the future.

'l'le allied world in 1914 was totally unprepared
for the terrible upheaval of prim-itive savagery, because
Iliey had flot rvad the lessons of h'istory. T'rue sanie mili-

tcrror, but the great mass of the people of Great Britain
and the United States liad no conception that such a dia-
bolical irruptiontývas possible; the lesson of history was
lbst te them.

Su littie was any serions thoughit paid to the ante-
cedents oft he great struggle that Woodrow Wilson pro-
clai:med ilhe doctrine that the United States was tou proud
ta fighit, that there must b. peace without victery, while
up 'to the delaration ut war, the English Parlialnt was
intent upon reducing armaments. Lord Wolseley was
placarded as an alarmist and an agitation was started
to, deprive ýhim ot his pension.

With the tihin veneer of culture and civilization
rubbed off,, the Prussiaa la a degenerate off-epring of
his ancester of the stone age. It la a surprise at least-
tu nue, te learn franu history that there were no warriors,
no weapons of war, ne wounds ot war, 'ne defensive
works again-st toes, because there were ne aggressive eues
at ýths period. The great lake citilsens of central Europe
luad no knowledge of war. When tie knowledge 0f snielt-
ing ores was learned, men ftrst commenced -te make war
and slay ecd other. Milten ýhas said that ire» and gold
are the nerves of war,

It may bc ereng tonote thwtthe personality
of the. leader of the Russian Revolution of 1917, and
the. leader of the French Revolution of 1795, are strik-
ingly alike, history hi never lrdd eetn Ùl

Lenin, like Rebespicrre, la an hereditary noble. Robes-
pierre was 39 when lie readied thue heiglit of his power,
Lenin, 47. Lenin, bilce Robespierre, ris personaily honest-
is devoid of all suspicion of self interest. They 'are alike
la heing rigid ecenomists in personal expenditures. Bath
were alike la possessing extreme fanaticism. Lenia is
rut!hless in slaughitering aIl who appose his theories of
governmient; Robespierre ^when he condemned. the Giron-
dists to death declared-"there are perluds in revolution
,when lt is a crime ta liv. Robespierre aimed to destroy
the ancient eppressors of the people; Lenin aimed 'to de-
strey capitaliin and private rights ot property. Both
substitute greater evils âla» 'they souglit te- renuove. Any
Gevernment by caste or class is antagoaistic ta the rights
of the *hole people and is fundamentally evil.

The old copy book heading-"Lives 0f great men
ail remind we can make our lives sublime," la an ideal-
lani to wliieh we can all aim. A pre-eccupation with our
little every day work grives us the horizon ot the ant,
but a study of the past will raise us te new horizons,
crea'ted lu tii. ahadows, beyund tiie dawn, still untouchied
by the rising suri et the future.

It may bc asked lias Ohristianity counited for no-
thing in tus greatest conflict of the ages? Here again
history carnes and asserta te the contrary. The. earllest

evidence ai religious instincts ajs well as Ilhe rudincnt~
of art aad uf social habits. Later the sanie periodl givcs
us the begianings et aur maýterial advancement la in-
ventiuns, discoveries, and leading finally ta the accurnu-
lated stonecs of knowledge we nuw possess.

Perhaps the peuple et the. stone age had some ad-
vantage ever us modems. Their bieroglyphics wei'e rc-

ligious rather than sectarian; they had nu 300 Ctýs
wranglings ever theulegical problems, Iiaving little or
nothing ta de wi'th muan's ultimate de-qtiny.

However, any individual mnia may functiori nen-
tally, evidence is undeniable that men iu blocks are sub-
ject freni year ta year ta the saine mental prucesses, giv-
ing evidence of pernmanent law. T-hus the suicides la
London do not vary ia nuimber yearly much Jrom 300.
The number ef mnurders are net only uitrm but the in-

strumnt used varies 'but slightly f rom year te year. A
generation age, a histerian having a taste for geueralizing
is f acts anneunced 'that the. nuniber et marrlage-s lai
Erngland varied with the. price of corn. The. sanie pro-
portion et letters are pusted frein yeax to year without
beiiug directed.

Untl the Nova Scotia Legilature, a few years ýagu,
made provision for the èeileeIing and recerding et vital
stattis.tics, probably few physlelaiis had &ny 4ea of the

exet (liaI tueclosis prvale i Nva Scoia. It was
tteistc8 ha shwedth average deatl rate in Halifax
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