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Considerable space is given up ïn this. numnber to

the reports of local teachers' institultes. Although

these reports are mere outlines, they serve to show

what our teachers are thinking about and what they

are doing. The f act that hundreds of schools have

been vacant and n'any thousands of childreii taking

holiday during the past month while their teachers

-have been absent at institutes serves to direct the

attention of thte parent and rate-payer to them, and

the enquiry is often heard, What benefit are these

institutes to the schools?

No teacher* reaily interested. i the work of the.
schools and desirous of improving- it can visit an

institute witb6Ît receiving benefi. The readmng cf

papers, the outiues given of the. methods of other

teachers, the discussion and questioning that seeks
.a fuller light on these methods, are ail heipful. The

public meeting where persons of experience 4ive
their views earâestly and pleasantly on educatioltal

*problems are stimulating to parents and teachers.
The conversation.and exchange of, ideas between
times at these meetings give the opportunity for
those teachers who are-ghy and retiring to help their

fellow-teachers to many -practi" plans aiid sugges-
tions. Very often a, littie coterie of teachers at a
boarding house wili diseuse quèstons IM, methods
with greater f reedom and sometimes with far more

effectiveaess dma is donc at the publiC meetings.
The writer has often heard saner and more practi-
cal ideas cxpressed at these privatv niticles than

on institute platforms, but if such teachers are asked

to express thcmnselvcs in p>pblc without restraint
the3r shrink fromn tt task.

A speaker at thc Antigonish, N. S., mneeýing -made
the suggestion fhat teachcrs while at their'work dur-
ing the weeks and months. before an institute should,

make a record of their difficulties and the points in
methods ini teaching w .hich they ,ishcd to have

cleared up. This is a good sugge stion; and i f a

committee be appoitctd at the openi.ng of an insti-

tite to arrange these topics 'in woder and -present

them to the institute at stated dînes, the reuits would,

be beneficial to those who receive -lesat advantage

from these gatheringa-the diffident and incci

enced teachers. The question-box in sotte i itutes

is a plan to thc same end;. and thc columns of the

REviEw are always open to the teacher who needu

such help, and will ask for it.

The work of the institutes at Antigonish an i ia.

Colchester County is of a character which may -Ardll

enlist the attention of institute leaders in other

places. Somne of -the teaching leasons which the

writer heard at Antigonish and the discussions upon

them afterwards were such as to appeal directly to

inexperienced-and mnany experienced -teachers.

No one could go f rom a gathering of this kind with-,
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