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Tun. laRt two days of the term before vacation, a

Teachers' Natu rai Science Institu te, un 1er the charge

of Inspector Lay, was liel(i in Anmherst. Principal

K ing, of Wallace, gradînate of the Nova Scotia School

of A-rriciilttire an(] Scicuce, took charge of the

ontoniolo,,ical section. Fortv or fiftv teachers of the

n~1,etoat ttendeil. In1 gelleral cdu: nlactivity

(n în1berland (oln nt soeins holn n tolIewd

to have received no0 synopsis or the

Inist itute.____

TUITE financial support of the Truiro kindergarten

i n atililat ion to the Provincial .Normial School is as-

sitreil, we are informel]. Thtis constinmation is one

whîcli we hiope to sec resulting in grvat benefit to

jirinmar * cduriation tironghonut the w bole country,
To the intelli gent zeal and un flagging, eue rgy of 'Mrs.

('ontlon, Presi(left of the Nova Scotia Froebepl Insti-

tite, ig titis grran 1 step in our eduicational career

I)ltieiciIll due. Let uis now utilize, to its fullest
extent. an(l witlî a.s ntch proniptness as possible, the

new atlvantge wî thii nmir reach.

THE INTERPROVINCIAL CONVENTION.

Tt the satisfaction which springs from success be

regarded as a sufficient rcwvari. the coinmittee who

had iii charge the arrangements for the teachiers' con-

vention otught to feel anîply reconipcnsed for the time

and( pains they se freely expended to secure a happy

resuit. The good sense whichi characterized tbeir

1)rre(ltic8prior to the meetings wai onlyeule

Iv the order and precisioti with whichi the programme

w as carried ont. To bring together five or six hiin-

dred teachers froin ail parts of these provinces was

not perhaps so ditîlcult a matter as to maintain. their

intercst andi sectire their svrnpathy throughiont, and

to send theni homne fîtil of the consciousness that tbey

hiat itot journeved in vain, but that it was good for

themi to ineet with their hretlhren, and listen to the

wortls of wisdonî and inspiration which fell from, the

lips of thiose w~ho atidresscd tlhein. No chance selection

or speakers could, to an equal degrec, bave evoked

tlic entbuisiasrn of their auditors, or left upon their

minds an impression s0 benign aîîd enduring. Fromn

the opening words of the conference. uittered by thc

Nestor of the profession, the illustrieus principal et

M eC lii university, to the closing speech of thc last

evening, tlic attention itever flagged, but rathier grew

and gained inii ntensity at evcry consecutive session.

Surelv, therefore, the teachers whio wcre present bave

eVery reasou to congratulate theniselves on the privi-

lege they enjoved, and to be grateful to those, who,

bv' their. unwearied exertions, business capacity, and

unborindcd seif-devotion, contributed 80 largely to

the success of the gatbering.
The key-note of the convention was struck by Sir

William Dawson. To him was 'committed the duty

of delivering the opening, address, and certainly no

more interesting or instructive topic could bave been

-bosen than bis retrospect of the last forty Years, bis

'ontrast of tbe past with the present, and bis antici-

pation of a great future for the Atlantic provinces of
the Dominion of Canada. Ilopeful, earnest, wise,

and cheerful, bis words fell upon attentive and sympa-

thetic ears, and doubtless brought brightness and

comfort to many a desponding, heart. H1e was foi-

lowed b ' Dr. Sehutrman, wbo spoke uipon a "Canadian

University Curriculum." With- sin*gular power and

felicity lie enunciated bis views of the duty of the

universitv. "lThe iuniversity," be said, "lsbould pro-

iduce a many-sidedness of interest -a sensitiveness and

isusceptihility to ail that is and to ail that happens in

the world." And regarding intýellectual education as

"lthat which stimulates interese. in man and nature,"

hec proceeded to examine the present curriculum, and

to enquire in bow far it provides adequate means for

the training of students in tbe bumanistie and

jnaturalistie sciences. Taking !or granted tbe broad-

est and most creneral educationi previons to entrance

upon a university career be rec(ommended tbat special'

attention be 1)aid to the bistorv of our own country,
and that literature, be assigned a more important

position than it bas hitherto occupied; while the

Latin and Greek languazes, which. bave been studied

at the higb sehool or college, he proposed to relegate

to the class of optional subjeets at the university.
There was no speecb or paper read or delivered dur-

ing tbe two davs of tbe convention which was so'

provocative of discussion, or to whichi more frequent

reference was made by other speakers than that of

Dr. Sehurman. The questio'îi of the place of the

Latin and Greek languages, arnd tbeir literature, in a

course of public instruction and a university curricu-

lum, is one which bas often been canvassed, and

towards a settlement of which we are no nearer than

we were twenty years ago. Dr. Harrison. of Frederic-

ton, and others, regarded the study of the classies

preferable as an instrument of humanistie culture to

any substitute that bas been proposed. Sir William

Dawson aiso defended the preaent system. and pointed

ont tbe disadvantage under 'which. students labored

who had ne knowledge of Greek, as compared with

tbey~ who had but a littie, when they entered upon

scientifie stukcly. IlYou can-teuit off Greek," liesaid.
"without damaging the teaebing of our sciences."

Tt~ was particularly grati fyingLea observe the unanimity

whichi prevailed arnong ouir lcading educationists


