
the vain and selfisb woman. Perbaps of al
bis intimates, the little deformed minister
(wbotn, bye the bye, we bave often before en-
countered iii the waiks of fiétion) bas the
strongest hoid upon David, but to a nature
sucb as bis, tbe formation of bis charaéler
owed littie to exteijiai aid. In tbe latter part
of the book the influence of Amiel's "journal
Intime" is distinétly seen. Tbe bero's reflec-
tions are in fa&l so mucb in the same strain
that we are sometimes at a loss to distinguisb
quotations fromn original thougbts.

One of the principal cbaraéters in this part
of the work, is, we tbink, inferior to tbe rest.
David's littie son, Sandy, inherits bis father's
tendency to echo Mrs. Ward, and bis precoci.
ous speecbes consequently lack spontaneity,
tbe cne tbing needfui in cbiid wit. He is un-
real and not to be admitted in the company
of our cbiid favourites.

The aim of the book is unmistakeahîy tbis,
to tell tbe bistory (as conceived by Mrs.
Ward) of the struggles of a buman soul
tbrough tbe mists of doubt, ignorance andsin, to tbe freedomn of tbe perfecIt man, inde-
pendent in tbought and aélion, yet owning
allegiance to to the bighest formn of moral and
ilitelleCtual law. In this rather than in the tStory as such, lies the chief attraalion of the
Work, wbicb owes not a littie of its înterest tothe vividness and realism of tbe scenes
brougbt before us, and tbe fdeiity and truth.
fulnes5 of tbe minutest details. h

L. S. 0

"A short sketch of tbe Presbyterian Cburcb w~in Canada " is a smnall volume by Dr. Gregg, of
Toronto, and, to, ail concerned in the welfare M',of Presbyterianism sboulid prove interesting, p
firstly on account of the author's reason for b<
Writing the book, viz.. "1considc.ring that it was m
due to the rnemory of those wbo planted the th
Preshyterian Churcb in British North Ameni- bc
ca and of those tbrough whose labours it bas rit
by God's blessing grown from small begin- co
nings to its present extent, it seemed proper
that its bistory should be recorded." Begin» coining with the settlement of the Hugenots, the ted
arrivai of the first Presbyterian ministers, and
the establishnment of the first Preshyteries at Me
Halifax and Truro, the writer traces in brief the
Outline every step in the developmnent and cal

growth of that body, SO firmly united and
whicb now wields such a mighty moral in-
fluence in Canada. The book is supplied at
baif cost to, those entering the ministry.

A. M. S.
SHE first open meeting of this academic

year was beld in Convocation Hall on
Saturday, Nov. i9th, and the present execu-
tive have much reason to congratulate them-
selves tipon the resuit. It was the most suc-
cessful event which bas occurred during their
tenure of office, and to ail who attended wil
be a pleasant mernoir Of the executive which
will so soon be couinted among tbe past. The
Iargest assembly, including students and citi-
zens, that ever gathered at any publie Aima
Mater meeting was present, and everyone was
well repaid for his attendance, both by enter.
tainment and instruction. Ail were in good
humour. The jokes were seasonable and
suitable and the order was excellent. The
chairman was noticed to laugh frequently,
and only once did he relapse into bis stern
philosophical mood, wben a Sophomore at-
:empted to give a reading and tbe audience
iave so, far failed to understandc whether it
vas philosophical or sentimental, wbether
oetry or prose, but that may be accounted
or when we remember that the reader said be
.ad not prepared it. Before be next endeav-
rs to recite be migbt be able to strengthen
is iung power and drop his peculiar attitude
'hicb may be natural but not very taking.
As the namnes of the memrbers included in

[r. Mowat's notice of motion bad not been
osted up they will not be accepted as mem-
ers tili next meeting. He also gave notice of
otion that at next m1eeting be wouid move
at Dr. Knight be made an honorary mem-
r. Mr. Ford gave a notice of motion refer-
ng to the payment of expenses incurred in
nnec5tion with the torch light, procession.
Mr. Rowlands, '93, auditor of curator's ac-
unts, wanted to report but was not permit.
Itili next meeting.

Ai communication was read from Toronto
dical School desirîng a representativ~e to
ir dinner. This was referred to the Medi-
students.
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