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IION. WiLLIAd STEVECNS FIELDING, PREMIER 0F NOVA SCOTIA.

THFtRE are few instances of political preferriient in the history cf Nova
Scotia poiitics that wiil bear comparison witb tbe rapid promotion of
Hon. Wiliam Stevens Fielding to the Preiniership of tbe Province.
Three or four ycars ago Mr. Fielding was a comparativeiy unknown mnan
beyond the bordera of bis native Province. Recently, however, bis namne
bas corne prominently before the people cf England and the United States
as well as before the peopie cf Canada. This publicity la due,*in large
measure, to his connection with the Repeal movenient. His ardent advo-
cacy of the return cf Nova Scotia to bier pre-Confedederation statua drew
the attention of the continent to the Repeal struggle, and in a remarkably
short time Mr. Ficidinga' nante becarne ai farniliar to Canadians as the naines
of the beat knowtî politicians. But wiuile Mr. Fielding lias becotîte
tborougbly identitied wltlî the active politics of Nova Scotia, and to a
lesser degree witb the politica of the Dominion, few are acquainted with
his bistory or with thie extent; cf bis influence, and fewer stili with the
secret of bis strecgtlî. The apparent case and rapidity with which the
Premier trade bis way into the vanguard of Provincial politics lias beeon
sotnewhuat of a niystery to those who tire not conversant witb bis life
and character, andl îot a littie cf a surprise even to bis most intimate
friends. It often luappens wlten a muan contes to the fronît with the
celerîty wluich characterized Mr. Fielding's political progress that bis
career resenubles tire growtlî of thie gourd rather than that of the oak.
Thuis la not so, htowever, cf the gentleman wbonî I arn sketching. 1lis
politicai growtu, iii a certains s(tnse, bias been gourd-like, it la truc ; but its
ceierity lias bad a stretigthieîingi rathfer than a weakening effect. Every
day Mr. Fielding la becomntg more deeply eîttrenched in the affections of
the people of Nova Scotiti. His popîtlarity grows with bis growth and
strengtbens witb bis stretîgth, and there la good reason to believe that bie
l8 destined, lu the absence of pîtysicai casuaities, to take a large part lu the
Pr-ovincial and Federal politics of the future.

Mr. Fielding la a self-mcade mac in the fuilest sense. At quite an
early age the entbryonic statesmiaî started out on the higbway of life.
Scholastic pursuits were thrown aside for the more conzenial atmospherp of
tbe practical work-a.-day world, and ait the age of sixteen young Fielding
found luimacîf lu the business office of the H{alifax Ckronic le. His con-
nection with titat journal began in Decetaber, 1864. Iu Auguat of tbat
year the Chronicle came under the muanagement of Mr. Charles Annand,
its presenit proprietor. Provious to that time the Clironicle was issued as
a weekly and a tri-weekly ; but Mr. Annand felt titat a field for a daily
journal was upening up in Halifax sud the Province, and accordingly
started bis venture witlt bright hopes cf success-bopes whîicb, I may say,
have been since fuliy reaiized. When Mr. Fielding entered tlte office the
editoriai departnîent was in charge of Jonathan (afterwards J udge>

V McCully. Wben the paper was made a daiiy Mr. Charles Aîtnand took
charge of the business departîmmet, hîaving for bis firat lieutentant Mr.
Johin Dunn, the prescrnt business manager. At a later period the editorial
matter was writtett for tite mnoat part outaide the office by a corps of
chosen contributors. At different times Messrs. llowe, Annanld, sen.,
Foley, Garvie, and others ail of tltem accompiished writers-were menm-
bers of the editorial staff. It was at this junicture, when Mr. McIhl
was chief editor, that young Fielding becaîne an attaché of the Clîronicle,
and no doubt the vigot-ou.î and graceful writing that filled the Chbronicle'R
editorial column ait, that time inspired hlin with a spirit of ambition, for
lu leas than three years after entering the business office, and whilst yet
in the teens, luis firat editorial appeared. This was printed aide by aide
witb editorials by the Hon. Joseph llowe, an association that must have
fired the youtb with a new and a keener ambition. The anti-Confederate
battle waa then passing through its most exciting phases, and the grand
opportunities whicb it afflorded for tite employmient of Ilthoughts that glow
and words tbat burn "ied Mr. Fielding to dedicate bis initiai editoriai to
the anti-Confederate literature of the day.

The firat few years of Mur. Fieiding's connection with the Clironicle
were years of severe journalistic schooling. The reportorial staff at that
time was iimited. Division of labour in newspaper work bad not been
reduced to the alînost scientitie system wlîich obtains to-day. On many
occasions Mr. Fielding found the wbole reportorial work devolviug upon
hlm, lu addition to proof-reading, ahi pping, and various other labours
within and without the office. 0f a naturally active disposition, ltowever,
and having lus whole being bound up in iucreasing the reputation cf the
Chronicle, Mr. Fielding nover shirked anytlting that happened to bie
tbrowu upon hlm by the force of circunîstances. Those who bave not
passed through the experience of risîng front the iowest round lu the
journalistie ladder to the crowing rundle can have but a faint idea of the
perseverance, the diligence, and"the ability involved in the achievernent.

V These three qualities Mr. Fielding possesses in a marked degree, and heuce
bis succesa as a journalist and as a politician.

The exact date at wbich the snbject of our sketch graduated from the
reportorial department to the larger aphere and graver responsibilities of the
editor is a matter of doubt. Mr. Fielding himacîf is not able to draw the lino
of demarcation, se graduai was the evolution. Frequently lu the course of

j a single day hoe wouid write up the local columu, do the work of the ship-
ping departureut, perform the duties of the proof-reader, and having
accomplisbed these several laboura would begrin the task of writing the
day a editorials. The diversifled character ofnthese varlous empioyinents
was no barrier to their thorougb execution. Everytbing was doue weli.
"Thorougb " was lever the metto of the editor, as it bas aince been the

motto of the Premuier. Indeed it la doubtful if a more active, thorougb-
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going, hard-working nian lever filled the Preemiership of Nova ctia ha
tile present incumbenpit. Ofttinies tilt the ]tour of nîidniglit Mlr. Vieluliug
îuay be founid in his officiai quarters ]ooking after the interests entrusted
to lus charge. 1 ain assured that the c]erks under bis iinîmiediate coîttro]
neyer 1usd a master who attenided so mninuteiy to every departnent of
officiai work. Industry, in short, is inherent in the mari. Enforced idie-
ness would bie the severest punisiîmtnt that could lie inilicted ipoît hlmi
unremitting toil la his best pleasure. A man gifted with this restless
energy is destined to win the race. On the theory of Jan XValcenio that
genius is but an intuitive talent for labour, or on the assertion of Hlogarth
that it la nothing more than labour and diligence, I would certainly be
justified in calling Nova Scotia's Prime Minister a mai of genius, although
the ingrained modesty of the man would niake him most vigorously repudi-
ate the idea.

Mr. Fielding's introduction to public life was as brilliajît as it xvas
unexpected. His twenty years' connection with the Clirooèicle gave blini a
large number of acquaintances ; but previous to 1882 hie was coitiparatively
unknown outside the city of Halifax. In that year hie stood in the Liberal
interest for Halifax County, and was returned by a deeid(ii mjority.
No soelner hid hie entered the field of active polities than bis conspicuns
ability as a debater, coupled with a rare degree of miental (ieariiess and
activity, brought himt imrniiediately to the front ranks of bis party. On
the resignation of the Holines-Thounpson Govertnrent in 1 8,'2 a convention
of the Liberal party tendered hîru the position of Premier an~d Provincial
Secretary. These honours were, however, declined. Shortly after, lie
entered tAie Administration of the Hon, W. T. Pipes. 1 nl M a;y, 1 88 1, lue
resigned bis seat in tlic Pipes Cabinet, owing largely to bis inahility to
attend to both editorial and departmental duties. Two inotîths list(r Mr.
Pipes himself retired, and ait the request of the Lieuitenianit- Covernior
Mr. Fieldiîug assurned the task of foriugii a niew Admintistrationt, takçing,
with the Prerniership the office of Provincial Secretary. On going'
before the people for re-election a nîontb later in consequence of bis
acceptance of office Mr. Fielding hiac the satisfaction cf h arniing
that his course bad been approvcd by thie electors, and tliat bis
reputation had largely increased. During the two follcxving sessions Mr.
Fielding continued in the Government leadershîip. liu the spring cf 1886,
Hon. James A. iFraser, menîber for Guysborough, subuîittedl bis aucun'l
Repeal resolutions, witlî the resuit that flic Governiment piedged itself to
appeal to the country on the issues therein conîtairted, Aý few mnoaths
later the geiietal electionis were precipitated, tUic Repeal battie was fcîîghit
on the old anti-Confederate lines, with the old anti-Coufederate ar(lur and
a rousing victoty gained l)y the Goverumeuit. Mr. Fielding caine back to
power with tlîirty-oce supporters at bis back iii a ilouse of tliirtv-eight
inembers. His own majority in Halifax city and counity was ovvr 1,200,
a grand tribute to hiniself and to the cause bie se vigorously espoused.
Last session the Governnuient liad absohtîte sway, the Opposition ain (uciltiiig
practically to nothing.

Such, in brief, is the political history cf tlic flon. W. 8. Fýieldiîîg.
lis public career bas been short, it is true, but it hias been brilliant. Oit
each occaision that lie bas appeaied to the people luis growing maïjorities
have testitied to bis growing popularity. I the campaigu of 18s6 thre
Opposition candidates were swept away like chaif before the wind;- and in
tire legisiature the Premier, witb bis wonderful verbal facility and almlost
encyclopoedic knowledge, is mucli more than a match for aîîy one ou câbher
either side of the House.

It nuay bie tbougbt tbat had the (lovernmnent appealed to the people siniply
on the strength of their record ln the June contest of 1886, the Conserva-
tives nîight have won the day ; but it is extrenîcly doubtful if auythingy of
the kind would have bappenred, for the Government's record is about as
stainless as any governunent record couid well bie. The victory would have
been far lesa signai, no doubt, had the subject of Secession been kept in the
background. For the success of the Repeal cry was truly phenomeniai-
The resuit of the contest far exceeded the most sanguine expectations cf
tbe most sanguine Repealera. During the progress of tce struggl«,e
tire Unionists iaughed at the aposties of Secession for expe.'n(itîg
their powder and shot on a "phantom," and londly declared that
the Repeal cry would not bie wortli the gibiets of a guin-ea-fowl.
But before the echoes of tho campaign bad (lied away these sanie
Unionistis bad tearfuliy decided tbat he whuu laugbs lat iaughis best.
In regard to Repeal itself, it miglît be observed that "there is a
good deai to bie said on both sides,"' as Chas. Lamb remarked of predesti-
nation. At present the issue is in a state of pronounced quiescence.
How long it tnay rernain si? it is not easy to foreteil. Mueh will
undoubtedly depend on the outeome of the Washington negotiatiolis. If
the Fislbery question is îsettled on the basis of reciprocity in souie profi-
table form the discontent in Nova Scotia wili bie iargely ailayed ; if net, it
will certainly increase. It is argued by the Confederates that Mr. Fielding's
Repeal agitation was irremediably shattered in Febrrîary last by the elec-
tion of a nlajority of Macdonaldites. On the surface titis contentionl
would appear to be a sotnnd one. But the, Iepeaiers bold, oit the corttraryi
that a fullh and fair expression of the vox populi was stifled on that cca-
sion by shady Ministerial devices. Whether this ble truc or not it is cettaîi
that the Secession niovement received a decided set-back, even if it lias nlot
been ticketed among the dried fruits of politics. Mr. Fielding was uriques-
tional-ly placed in a most awkward and embarrassing position as a consequence
of the February elections, and notwitbstanding tbat "IRepeal " is stiil sweeter
in the ears of tnany Nova Scotians thati the most enchanting rninstrelsy, it
must bo conceded that even Juius Coesar could not bave gathîered his mlaal'
tie about bim with eftect bad bie been in Mr. Fielding's place oit the 28th Of
February last.

Mtr. Fieiding's succesa as a poiitician maty lie attribîît<d iii large iiieilq


