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out a fear-fi peal. The mani ias masked,
and in lais isand hae field a horse-pistol, Which
%vas leveiled ut Richard ; but the uaiexpected
bell unnerved bis arça, tise doaibtftil lgi
cheated bis ajasi, and the bullet whizzed
through tise hair of Richard, while the ma-
jestie irror crashed into rain at his feet.

1' Ieip 1hip !" lie cxlainiedl, as lie daas-
ed aîvay the chair that Was befbre him. The
assailant saw his failure, anid in an instant
drelw a knife front lis girdie, with his left
lîand, and, uttering a savagec Spaniss atis,
rashcd upanI Richard viUsh thec bu «tt-Cîsd ai
his upliited pistai. Swvift as thoutifft, the
young man darted from the spot, and his as-
sailant, unprepared for thse inovemient, ivas
carried by his own farce beyond tihe mark,
anidstu:mbled. Lika atiger Richird spraeng
upan him, and struck lias fn the baclc with
hîs poinard: thc keeni bladc passedl tisroughi
thc lungs int thc heart, and the wretelied
man feul heavily upoea the l1a-ath-ýa earpse.

In a moment tic room ivas filed, andi
Mairie clung ta lier hassband, and thankcdl
God forhlis saCety. Thc alarns %vas stidden,
and tisey brouglît no ligiats. Richard drag-
ged tue body.ta tlic îindow, andl ivheni lie
dreîv back the caîrtains ami tare off the mask,
tise broad moiilrt reveaied ta lias tise face
and fbrin of Àlessaasdiro Maipertez!1

Geaserations have passed since tit tim-e,
axsd thse world lias sem a change. The fanm-
iiy of Brid-north yet cxists, but reverses

Fhave comeýthe naine is chazingedl-,nd tise
descendants know nothing af tise wcalth of
tiseir alacestors. The house yet remainîs, bail
it la not the samie. Thc hand aof tiana las
been busy with Uic spot, aaîd commerce
hais claimed il for lierseif. Whsere the gar-
den stood, and the old trac grew, is noîv a
garde» no more : the space is fllIed by out-
hoiuses pertasining ta tise buildings that sur-
.round it, and searccly a trace remains ta say
*wlsat once it was. But in the house itself
:are nsany indications of thc piast, and here
xand there .thc rial paint ispon thc wals,
though crackcd and brakea, dcfaccd and
sýtained, speaks out from. its ancient garb to
tellaif an carier ime; aïad Le this day, ins
its aid position, yet bangs a remnant af tise
alaran41e1, with fragments of tise wire dang-
jing froni it, but ai braite» asnd useless, and

* only serving te cexcite speculatilon as ta ils

former intent in him ivbo may chance ta
motunt the staircase.

IL wvas but the other day tixat 1 stood in tise
roomi ivere tise fated mirrar had fallen, ansd
endeavoured ta recaill tise incidents I have
narratcd. My eya feul upon the chimnney-
piece, and I could nlot look wiîlîout regret
aipon the lateiy-brakets marbe-the work af
a careless hand-nor wiilsoat a ivisi, per-
hsaps an idle one, that the timc-honoured s'ai-
ics of our ancestars. should be handied iih
a msore gentle toucI, and be more rcverentiy
removed. Tise building, froan tinie ta, Lime,
lias lad many masters, and undergone many
altérations: roonis have bec» merged mbt
oacli otisar by the3 reniovat of parly.wails,
and île'early arrangement materially inter-
fe'ad wvitli to suit tisa whim or convenieacc
of thc varicd occupants ; nor does it longer
bcar a distinctive character-for tvo adjoixi-
ing hanses have been blended with il, and it
is now somaîvisat dillicuit ta trace theboun-
dary afi cd. In place af tise quiet and re-
pose ao' aid, thc roar af anachinery ecisoas
througs thse roons ; the passages arc no lon-
ger traddeas mvitls a nai8ciess steli; and at
tise entrance of tise courtway, ivhere tise higis
gates stood, are now two sligi iÈan barriess
-uic supporters af a gate, which in its turn
lias bec» reinoved; and on either sida a
brigiit brass plate, but hateiy placed tIare,
anriaunes ta tise passers-by tisat th(, premîs-
cs are in thc occupation of printers i

1 know itot ivhy lve sisould speak miouri-
fully of otiser days, nor wlîy we sisould np-
proaci, witls a s'evercncc aniaunting ai times
ta aNve, thc tîsings sapa» wlsih lime lias
donc its work; yet it would senian immu-
table principie i» huma» nature, and in hu-
mais nature alane. May it nlot be tsait iii
thsese peiishing memantas we sec an image
of aur own decay ?-sileni admouitars of that
grat Mystery ta whieh we arc ail hastening,
and in which, soanar or inter, we musi be
me'gcd 1

Sensibility is tise cause eitiser of the
greatest happiness or înisery atiand.ing tise
t'emale sex,-but boa frequently itliehds ta
tise latter, yet if virtue is their guideit. gives
thens gieams of tise former by a lispefsil as-
surance of-eternai feliciîy.

Habituai acts of kindn ess have a power-
erfsl. affect ixi softening thse heari. ..


