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to hasten the day wlien no inan shall think of exereising the right
to witlihold lijinseif or bis farnily froin a yearly physical exaina-
tioti ly a reputabie physician, to determine any tendency to di.sease
or thle presence of disea.se its'elf. I arn not blind to the fact that
titis innovation ean lead to abuses, for it is impossible to eliminate
at once froin our professioni the alarmist, the surgical tinker, and
the obsessed drug giver.

In cormon withi t'le profession ii tlic republie to flue southl of
us tbiere are problems biere affeèting the publie -no less than the
profession. r1hese demand solution. Already thiere bas been inai-
gurated at Washbington, (Iuring the past inonth, a movernent to
establii a non-teaiching college analogous to tbe Royal College of
Surgeons of Enlnwithi thie ain of giving higher degrees iii
surgery. The bearer of sueh a degree will have, from eompetent
authorities, tfle staînp of aipprova]. deeIaring hit capable~ of doing
good surgery. Ainericean suirgery, recognizing that their evils are
likewise our evils, lias mnost kindly invitcd well-known, reputabie
Canadian surgeons to become founders with thenselves of the pro-
jected. college. Not on]y will titis college demnand of its graduates
teebnical knlowledge and operative skill, but, above all, boiiesty and
unquestionable moral character. A movement of this kind is in-
tended to abolish needless and abusive surgery together with its
invariably associated diebotoinous fee. To do týhis effeetually, those
holding such degree maust bave publie support and sympathy. Is
uot the time ripe wlien we sboulcl receive bighier degrees in Canada,
not from Great Britain and tbe United States, but from a Canadian
institution, founded by the Parliament of this Dominion prefcrably
at Ottawa? The ambition of ninety-five per cent. of the recent
graduates in medicine is to become surgeons, and in many cases
life's efforts are directed to tbis end. Matters bave corne to sncb
a pass, that the recent graduate thinks of discase only in surgical
ternis, the medical side is ''a despised weed.'' We need competent
medical men and competenit obstetricians just as badly as we need
competent surgeons, that is, we need men in these departinents who
have the knowledge of specialists. There is too much tendency to
accept mediocre attainment in tbe two former, and demand thor-
ougb attainment in the latter. Given a standard high degree in
these subjeets, along with publicity of their mneaning, we would
find plenty in the profession wbo would put fortb continued efforts
at seif-education for their attainment. There is a deartb of com-
petent men in many dcpartments of medicine and an overerowding
of the profession, witbh mediocre ability.


