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casioli iiiititional ('lia iio-es ii the' ]II(lolsS.ssteuil slifiohielit ly pro-

folinc ta lead ta alteratiauis iii the retiexes thlat are ilidistiiilisbi-
able fr0111 those produced by organie disea se?

Tinie will îîat permnit le to disenss this niatter il) the way that

its importance demuauls. Let Ilue bult say that troui t he j'act jeal

standpoint it matters b)ut littie,, for the mayiritY of eiisvs ofnurs
thenia present no such difficulty iii dîagmîosis, ali(l if Stioli a eouldi-
tion of thing-s as bas been sug e1 possible, there would be

e'verýy reason ta reg ard with as flii('h voiiver'i' tue( iîeri'vis sYstemi

of suehi a patient as that of aime sll'eriugo frouîi saie knoonil ol-mai 10

diseaLse, for saich a cond(itionl ciauuot but 1)1 attelded by grave cani-

s(Mlenees if flnche('ked lny treatnieiit.

2- TUEi JrAGNaOSIs OF ONE OR(GAN',IC 1)ISEASE FR<)MI AN<)TiEII.

Let lis take a t't>hlliil exampjle. A Patijent exJWi'ieii('s tliffit'iilty

in walking, ow'ing ta I he ileo.-or(li I1t(e oli(1 itiotIo aibis ]owverI lb.

Two' of the mnost coifliai deases ikI ta lie i'espaisibl<' foi' thlis

are tables (larsalis and d issemina te sel erasis.

llow qJuickly it ean be determnined whieb of these diseases exists!
No knee jerk, na ankie Jerk, and the plautar reflex not altcred ta

the exterîsar type iii tabes umiake sti'iking eontî'asts ta the exag-gera-

tion of the knee jerk; exaggeration of the aimkle-jerk, aioiiitiiig, it

InaY be, ta e]onus, and the plantai' reflex of tlic extensar type mn

disseminate scierosis.
Even if, in the latter' disease, the kuce aud ankle-,Jerks fait uis

by being absent instead of being exaïrggrated, t1e 1 laiitar reflex 15

flot likely ta play us false. And if it does, is there not still the

pupil reflex on whiehi w'e eau fail baek for assistance? Th~e pupil

whieh fails ta rc-act ta light while it pî'eserves the possibility af
rc-acting on accomnmodation, is a phenarnenon sufficieimtly rare ini

disseminate scierosis, and eonmmnî iii tubes, ta niakie it a further

Point of eontrast between these two diseases.
Take another example. The patient bas atrophy af the' smnali

Muscles of the hand. One af the first things w'e are anxiaiis ta krmow

is whcther or nat the reflexes arc altered, for mucli depends on

whether they are, bath iii regard ta diagnosis and prag-nosis. Ex-
aggerated knee-jerks, ankie-elanus, aiid the extensor plaîmtar reflex

tell their talc, for it is clear frani themu that the spinal cord is

iflvolved by the morbid proeess that is responsible for the muscular
atrophy. Thus, by testing these reflexes, w'e at once glean infar-

Mnation that is of the greatest import. By testing the arm-jerks

and the jaw-jerk, the diagnasis rn'ay be carried a stage furthcr, for

ifi the presence of an cxaggcratcd jaw-jerk or clonus there is lîttie

likelihood that any condition other than amyotrophie lateral


