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ABDOMINAL OPÉRATION FOR THE RELIEF Of UTÉRINE
RETROVERSION.

Bvy J. . xK M-o, M.D., SVI xLii, W.xM!.

1-ippocrates uised posture for reducing uterine dispiacenients by

fixing tbc body to a ladder whicli \x\ as lield with head clowvn whi1e

the uterus was replaced by manipulation. "He further adviscd that

when flic uteruis did not remaii1 in its proper place, but goes froni

side to side. it occasions pain. \Vhen the patient is in bcd on her

back the uteruis remnains in place, but if she riscs it slips clown'i. Rest,

astringent fomnentations, and the raising the foot of the bcd, are

steps to bc emiployed in tlic treatmnent. Then xvc should take a

p)omegranite, its shape bcing choscli to suit the parts, and we shotil<

divide it clown through the tirbilicus into two halves. Then w'arn

it in lukewarm winc, aftcr this thrust it as far as possible (into the

vagina) and then bind the patient with a large sling bandage, whiclh

restrains it below and prevents it from slipping ont, and so it can

fulfil its office."
Thus we have describcd the flrst astringent pessary worn for

uterine support, and from that timne down through the centuries the

pathology and treatmcent of this very commi-on disorder of womian

'rnproved but littie.

S. D. Gross, one of the ablest surgeons that America has pro-

*Read at annual meeting of British Columbia Medical Association, in

August, 1906.


