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] TAS OF A CATHOLIC AS TO
PHE I{%,’HA'J.‘ SHOULD BE DONE.

fraslaled from the 2{;‘:‘ ing?/i%eﬁs{.}bc Mfﬂ tinet, for the
(Continued from our last.)

§—INSTORICAL STUDIES.—REFORMATION WHICH
. THEY REQUIRE.

; clevated region of the Scriptures, let us
desI;:z?ll:ll ltl:)e history. Ii;et us follow the workings of
Ciristian thought through the ages that are gone.

Let us study that profound, interior, and  unseen
yhor which gently animates the world, disseminates
ileas, waters them with the purest bloed, causes t_hem
to bud, and to espand slg\v.rl.y, l}kc glll that is destmgd
1 last, giving, only to c_mhsat:on its flowers and its
fnits, when the tree is well enough grounded in
thought and in morlals, to _yesxst the blighting and
ritering breath of the passions.

Tiis agmirable work is unnoticed by those who
gk only in bistory stch a'nd' such proofs of some
pre.eslahlish_ed idea. Thus it is that men, otl‘\erwase
aeat and far-seeing, come gravely forward and assure
% that Clwistianity alone did not abol.lsh slavery,
because it did not effect its 9\'erthrow in one day."

History—what 2 field does it present for Catholic

siters !
l”}i‘lle history of the old world, written at the idol-
atrous period of the revival, is a repetition, often an
anplification of the pompous eulogiums decreed to
itelf by false and lying antiquity. Tbat history is,
wrertheless, the necessary introduction to Christian
litory» : . .
If we are so -far carried away by an idle and
perile entbusiasm for pagan antiquity, as to regard
alyits brilliant side,so also hasthe malignant spirit of
feresy and of false phifosophy grievously magnified
whtever is darle in Christian history.

We should badly refuté so many calumnies, by
merdly opposing to them the picture of the benefits
of Catholicity.  If there has been a time when
pulence commanded us to conceal from the eye of
weak, but still respectful children, the shame of their
fathers, that time is far removed from us. The
filnes or abuses of the Christian ages have been
too much magnified, for any scandal to be given by
tie frank admission of their real failings or abuses.
The virtues play so promivent a part in thé history
o those times, that we can well afford to admit the
tritence of some viees, The latter serves even to
dor off the former in more brilliant "colors, and to
wble us to appreciate its excellence. Iow could
we 5o well illustrate the heroism of the Christian
tharaeter, as by showing it in its warfare with the
pssions and the vices?
1t may be asked, arc there not in ecclesiastical
bistory certain passages which it might be as well to
tncal from the eyes of the young and the unin-
formed ? ,

Yes, assuredly, if, on their departure from school
ad from college, you will undertake to guide our
fung and inexperienced to a region where they
!halllhe sheltered from the pestilential wind of error.
Bitif they are to remain in Europe, this will be the
telt of your wisest precautions : they will very soon
kern the evil which you have hidden {rom them, and
tputdeal more, and they will regard as a fable the
ood which you have shown them.
tean never Ve too often repeated to those whom
i has entrusted with the instruction of youth and
masses of the people: salvation is now only to
b fO_lmd in the entire truth, and in solid religtous
“"’hlﬂgo The scandal which is dreaded from the
tellion of certain facts, is nog so much owing to
faclslthgmselves,as to the way in which they are
+ Givé them as they are—as the work of man,
" prone to err, and you will silence those who
" 10 represeat them as the result of Catholic
Eiitulions, ’
What‘ harg would -it be, then, if the young and
dmll[lllude, should be profoundly convinced of that
i;:;eﬂ.tal article of our faith, that the Catholic
h ;? (t]he work, not of the real or apparent
i YH' 10se who preach it, but of the Holy of

$Himsell?  Is it not good for them to kuow,

M . "\ ..
It has been frequently said that the abolition of

nsnnnp-he inod_e'm world was the due eflect of
"fery]oﬁ}n' think -this i saying too much:
arch wibtle' l'Sto.(l iu the very bosom of the Christian
Nearp ,L{f;“- giving her any ‘very great surprise or
et 't" - Guizot, Cours Phist., legon xii., p. 12,
i of 1 is lrug, was not indignant, because the
bk, | 0”[;1 warkelh not the justice of God.—Ep. St.
ling, i 5 " She knows that if time, of itselt, does
Niaes sfor him who always does—the great fulher
Mosoph}’,,“'z:cgrdmg to a Persian proverb. Let
% Irry . Tts 1

[, nl':;'lg; for it, \;ﬁxthout futurity, without
Ktag gy, o 9 more than mere human life;
& excutio, Grder to overcome obstacles, it prefers
tm): }oPet 10 the teacher, which is perfectly

o o3 DAt we are gl ot
Ly it anger, well aware _Qf what fiberty
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that though the Priesthood has produced an infinite
number of great aud good men, who do honor to
humanity, and prove the perpetual presence of Christ
in His Churclh, it also contains some who demonstrate
that man may abuse all grace, and that he still retains
the unbappy liberty of going astray, and destroying
himself 7 . °

There are no finer models for the historian than the
sacred writers. They tell all, the bad as wel} as the
good, because that both, presented in their true light,
are profitable to tewch,to reprove, io correct, to in-
struct in justice I*  'The knowledge of the perfections
of God, and the miseries of man, is it not the true
spiritual nosegay -to be gathered from historical
studies?

Glory and love in the highest lieavens, to the
TFather, and to the Son,and to the Holy Ghost, only
and eternal source of light and life !

Glory, on earth, to Jesus Christ, in that Church
which He has begotten and purified by His blood,
which He strengthens by His presence against the
assaults of hell and the world, and which e has
established as the dispenser of all His treasures !

Glory, again, to Jesus Christ, in His Saints, who
show forth the power of Flis grace, and the true
nobility of man?

Respect, charity, and unbounded compassion for
that humanity, so great when it rests on faith and
love ; so wretched, so weak, and so perverse, when
confiding in itself alone!

Such should be the conclusion of the general
history of Christian times.

V,—DMINDS AND CHARACTERS COMPARED.

To the study of the general listory of the old
world, compared with that of the new, it is necessary
to add the study of the particular history of minds
and characters, as compared with each other.

Eighteen huadred years have passed since heretical
and philosophical pride accused the Church of crush-
ing minds beneath the weight of authority, of com-
pressing thought within the iron circle of her articles
of faith, so that Catholic reason, not daring to permit
itsell the slightest excursion into the domain of re-
vealed truth, grovelled supinely within the labyrinth of
theological formulas of which it understood nathing.

In order to deprive those who thus reproach us of
the wish to do it again, it is important to give, in
picture of fitting extent, an idea of the philosophical
labors of the school of believers in authority, the
nature of the questions broached by them, and the
manner in which they have resolved them, from ihe
days of Origen, of St. Augustine, of St. Basil, onto
the tiwmes of St. Anseln, St. Bernard, St. Thomas,
aad thence down to this grand epoch—our own age.

We would compare the labors of the serfs of
Rome with the magnificent conceptions, the master-
pieces of eloquence, of Jogic and of reason, for
which we are indebted to the school of {rec thinkers;
from Simon the Samaritan, who first protested against
Papal authority, down to Arius; from Arius to the
Rationalists of the middle ages—Abelard and
Amanri; from these to Luther and Calvin, [rom the
religious reformers of the sixteenth century, to the
philosophical and political reformers of the eighteenth ;
from them to the great men of our own times, who
deeming Catholicism unworthy their intelleet, and

| inadequate to our requirements, invoke a more excel-

lent religion.
This work, well exccuted, would be the best speci-
fic against the fatal meteorism, from which the parti-

1sans of unbridled thought now sufter. -

The compared study of characters wonld be no less
crushing to those who pretend that the human heart
has undergone a deep lumiliation, by fulling under
the yoke of Hun who is meek and kumble of heart.

Let us oppose sage to sage, hero to hero. Let us
demonstrate that if pagan philosophy has produced an
Epictetus, % Christian philosophy,” as the liar of
Terpey somewhere admits, ¢ has produced and does
still produce thousands as great as Epictetus, all
unconscions that they are so, and whose virtue is
such that they know not they possess it.” Let us
dispel, by force of light, the absurd prejudice, that,
for patriotism, and Leroism, both civil and martial,
pagan society might serve as a model.

Is it not an admirable scandal to see men of the
world, and of the great world, such as Montalembert,
de Talloux, Montreuil, Saint-Chéron, DPoujoulat,
Chavin de-Malan, &c., apply themselves to record
the Lives of the Saints?—XLet us hope that it may
become contagious. _

Liet us compare our great men with those who are
glorified by modern philosophy. The pen which has
recently confronted Z%e Two Chancellors of Eng-
lard, Bacon of Verulam, and St. Thomas of Canter-
bury, has demonstrated how glorious to religion is
such a camparison.}

Let us confront our laurels withi those of Protest-

t Paris, 1837, by Mr. M. A, F.

__* 2 Ep. to Tim iii. I6,

Qzapom.

antism, and prove by facts that «if the reformation
cramped genius in eloquence, poetry, and the arts, it
also narrowed and compressed the Lieart of the warrior.
Catholicism had produced kuights ; Pro-
testantism made captains brave and honorable like
La Noue, but without a particle of warmth or feel-
ing ; often cold and crucl, and austere, still more in

It could never have

mind than in manger. . . .
formed a Du Guesclin, a La Hire, or a Bayard. . .
. Chatillon must ever pale before the Guise.
The only warrior of cnergy or activity that Protest-
antism coutd boast, was enry the Fowrth, and him
they lost. The Reformation gave vs in the rouglh,
Gustavus Adolphws, Charles the Twelfth, and Fre-
derick of Prussia ; it could not give us a Buonaparte ;
it miscarried of Tillotson and the minister Claude,
and had no part in Fenelor or Bossuet.”

Let us also bring forward into the light of day men
who were not less admirable, thougl much less
admired ; those Catholic magistrates, who iwere
models of intelligence, of learning and of virtue, in
the midst of a corrupt world, ke wnto Romans of
the days of Cincinnalus, transplanted to the conrt
of Helingubulus.t Lo the Sullys, and Mornays, of
whom DProtestants are so proud, let us oppose that
bost of statesmen and of ministers, who, with more
learning, and greater elevation of mind, presented «
graver and lolier life.

Above all, let us study woman, that most influential
portion of mankind, ever guiding the other cither to
death or 1o life, according as she is impregnated with
e spirit of religion or with that of the world.

To the matron of Sparta or of Rome, a monster
of luxury and cruelty, dividing her time between the
revel and the arena, capable only of corrupting men,
and making them massacre each other, and regaling
herself even at her toilet, with the sight of blood and
tears ;5 with this tiger, who is not yet sulliciently
known to the world, and who should be better known,
in order to have a just appreciation of the regenerating
eflicacy of Christianity, let us coniront the Christian
motber, angelic in her purity and benclicence, the
fruitful source of the virtues which embellish, honor,
and console our society, the admirable creation of the
Christian mind, and so much the more admirable, in
that, being cverywhere found, she excites no surprise.

Coutrast the Protestant maiden, separated by.a
baneful prejudice from the knowledge and the love of
the fair model of her sex, and regarding ler existence
as incomplete, unless united with that of a man,
shuddering at the bare idea of a desolate and disgrace-
{ul celibacy ~—contrast her with the young Catholic
virgin; growing up in the shadow of the allar of
Mary, and to whom her relizion says: Be not uneasy!
Whatsoever may be thy destiny here below, it depends
upon thyself to render it gloricus, nay, subliwme.
Should all men forget tbee, or shouldst thou be dis-
posed to forget them, rejoice, and be glad! Whe
greatest and noblest of women remained a virgin.
"Thou shalt obtain a throne amongst those myriads of
virgins whom the virgin Saviour Joves to honor. |
If, on the contrary, thou wilt choose a husband from
amongst those who solicit thy hand, think not that
thou docst evif because that others do better:T Mary
was a wile and a mother ; thou shalt walk in the
footsteps of innumerable wives and mothers, whom
heaven and earth unite in praising.

A lighly-gifted lady ol our acquaintance, bas just
given us a work in three volumes, 8vo., entitled The
Protestant Wife, formed by the Bible.** Dol let
us consider the Catlolic wife, as a respected Catholic
writer has lately done in a few adwmirable pages.tt

‘When confronted with the wife who goes to con-
fession, what a sorry figure is the starched-up Bible
lieroine, losing herself in the muititude of her obliga-
tions as daughter, wife, and mother, sacrificing to
conjugal exactions the “tenderness of filial piety, of
friendship, and of maternal love, and keeping on her
guard against knitting and sewing, because, lorsooth,
adultery might lie at the bottom of Wl that !t}

This would be the best reply, if it were expedient
to make it a reply, to a pamphlet rceently flung out
in a fit of fury, under the title of La prétre, la femme,
¢t la famitle. (The priest, the wife,and the family.)

(1o be confinued.)

*» Chateaubriand, Etudes Iist.—-t Ibid.—-1 Ibid.~—F§ See
Sakine, or Morning of & Roman Lady, by C. A Beutiger.
—| Apoc., xiv. 4—1 Cor., vii., 38—**"Du mariage au
porut de vue Chretien, by Mme. de Gasparin—fi Un mat
lun Catholique sur quelgues travaus Protestants, Ly AL
Frauz de Champagny. ~Paris, 1844.—}1 Ibid. -

Toax Moore CruB.—A Club under this title, is
to be established in Boston, for the cultivation of a
taste for the melodies of Moore, and for the perpe-
tuation of his memory. However necessary the
former propasition may be, we think the latter en-
tirely unnecessary, for we rather incline to the belief
that the memory of the great poet will cutlive all the
clubs at present in esistence.—~Baltimore Catholic
Mirror.

N{. 88.
LECTURE BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL
ARCHBISHOP OF WESTMINSTER.
Delivered in St. George’s Calhedral, Souwthuark:.

THE SACRAMENT OF DENANCE AND ITS CONSEQUENCRA.

“And when He had said this, e breathed on them, andsaith
unta them, Recvive ye the Holy Ghost: Whosesaever sins v
remity they are remiited umo Mient; and whossocver sisgs yi-
retai, they are retained?—J ol xx. 22, 23,

It is most important that if we are asked to give
an account before the tribunal of God, or to 1ender
on earth a reason for the hope that is in us, we shoulil
be able to say, “T mean precisely such and sush.”
Now, my brethren, ask yoursell’ this—you at least
who do wot give the answer which the Catholic
Chureh gives—¢ What mean you, by saying cach
day that you believe in the forgivencss of sins? Do
you mean in general terms that there is such a thing
as forgiveness of sins? Do you understand by it that
our Saviour imparts forgivencss—that forgivencss of
sin has been sufliciently secured by 1lis death and
passion—and that there is some mode, but of which
you have no precise and definite knowledge, in whick
spiritual forpiveness is applicd to the individual seck-
ing it ’—Then, what is it that means? T ir only in
reference to baptism that these words are spoken?
Do they refer only to some inward act exercised
either in prayer or in some other indefinite and vague
method by the sinner? By what act, by what pro-
cess is sin forgiven?

Our blessed Saviour caine down to our carth ehicily.
mainly, entirely for the purpose of atoning for sin and
redeeming man.  That expresses a prineiple upon
which I think therc can be no difference. Bt my
brethren, it is not suflicient to say that He came te
alane, lo expiate for sin; for although He did indeed
make full satisfaction to God for all the sins of the
whale warld, yet he did not destroy sin, but allowoit
it still fo remain. He left man witl his frailty aroundt
him; e left a living power to the tempter to seduce:
and lead men astray to sin. We have all expericneed
ourselves our own weakness, and we know that we:
have all sinned 'and incurred guilt. Our Blessed
Saviour came then not merely to atone for sin, Iic
came to remedy it.  He came to be the means of
overcoming and conquering sin.  He must necessa-
rily therefore, have left behind him the means by
which salvation was to be applied, means which would
enable man to conquer sin, of which untif then he had
been the victim and slave.

The question between us and others then is simpiy,
wlat were the means which our Blessed Saviour lelt
an carth 1o Iis Church, by which forgiveness of s
was 1o be obtained and applied to the penitent? U,
we may begin with an earlier and, if possible, w
simpler question, Did He intend men to remain just
as they were, with nothing whereby it was in her
power to ascertzin whether God would or would nnt
forgive sin—without any assurance of pardon or uny
outward act wherein that grace could be embodied?
Was man just as he was before His coming? Yoa
know that dnder the Old Law there was forgiveness
of sin, and youknow that their forgiveness could only
be obtained through the atonement of Cliist Jesus.
It was only through His Sacred Blood that the sins
of patriarchs and” propliets, kings and people, could
at any time be forgiven. The ceremontes and insti-
tutions of the Old” Law abundantly prove this fact;
and those who engaged in them had their sins for-
given only through the Blood of the Atonement, and
their forgiveness thus obtained was secured to them by
some external act perfornted by qualified and divinely
appointed ministers. Iasman then been leftin the
same position ? Has he now nothing' to hope for as
a means of obtaining forgiveness similar to.that which
they had under the Old Law? They of the Old
Law looked prospeetively to the atonemeat of the
Saviour; and must they of the New Law, Christians,
look to that atonement retrospectively? Must the
one be contemplated looking forward ta a Redeemer,
and the ather looking back? Is this the only conclu-
sion which we are forced to adopt? Strange, it -
appears, does it not, that anybody should imaginc
such to be the case? Qur Blessed Redeemer came
certainly to improve the condition of man with regard
to those things which were the objects of his profes-
sion; and wonderful were it not if, after Ie had
suffered so much, all for the purpose ot forgiving sin, .
e should not leave a delinite mode to manjwhereby
that which e gave should become of simple and prac~ .
tical application. I confidently say, and you will
agree with me, that the whole of our Blessed
Saviour’s mission clearly shows that he had a practi-
cal interest in the forgiveness of sinners. He did
not come merely as John did, preaching the necessity
of repentance, of penance, and of bringing forth
proper and wortly fruits thereof. He did not-merely -
announce the wrath of God to those who refused to
repent. e did this, indeed, because it was neces- -
sarily a part of the means of bringing men to repent-
ance. But He did more. He went seeking the

individual sinner. Ie wanted to choose that class of



