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A BEAUTIFUL SKETCH—APOSTLE OF
THE INDIES.

A cotemporary cails our attention to the following
hic sketch of the great Francis Xarvier, and of
ﬂ:ll]abors in the Tast. Coming, as it does, from a
Protestant pen, it cannot but be regarded as a most
« gignificant sign of the times.” Itisfroma late num-
ber of the North British Review, the organ of the
Free Church of Seotland :—Truth Teller.

]t was in the spring of the year 1641, that the
first missionary of the new Society of Jesus turned
his clear, blue eyes, for the last time, upon the orange

ves of Spain, and set his face towards the shining

rient. A Portuguese vessel, destined to carry out
to Goa o new Indian viceroy, and a reinforcement of
a theusand men, suffered the great-hearted enthusiast
to sink silently on board, and to mingle with the noisy
erowd of soldiers and mariners on her deck. No
pleasant well-fitted cabin was there for him—no well-
aapplied ¢ cuddy-table®—no outfit that he did not
carry on his back. He pillowed his head upon a coil
of ropes, and ate what the sailors discarded. But
there was pot a seaman in that laboring vessel—there
33 not a soldier in that crowded troopship, who did
not inwardly recognize the great soul that glowed
beneath those squalid garments. No outward bhumi-
Lation could conceal that knightly spirit ; no sickness
and suffering could quench the fire of that ardent ge-
mius. The bighest and the lowest held converse with
- him ; and, abject, prostrate as he was, he towered
above them all, alike as a genileman and a scholar.
And when, thirteen months after the vessel sailed out
af Lisbon, its rent sails were furled, and its strained
«cables coiled before the sea-port of Goa, there was
oot one of. the'many enthusiasts who now, as they
dropped down her weather-stained and shattered side,
shaped for themselves in ‘imagination ‘so brilliant a
career i the great Tndies, or heaped up such piles of
- visionary wealth asstirred the heart of Francis-Xarier.
- Byt his career was only that of the Christian Missi-
anary, and the riches he was to gain were -countless
thousands of human souls.

It was Xavier’s will to suffer. The King of Por-
tugal bad ordered, that on his passage to India a ca-
bip should be placed at hLis disposal, and furnished
with everything that could render tolerable the dis-
comforts of a sea life. But he bad rejected these
kindly offers, and contented himself with the bare
deck as his bome ; a single cloak to shelter him in the
foul weather, and a few books to solace him in the
fair. And now that he bad reached the poini at
which were to commence his apostolic ministrations,
the same spirit of self-dependence animated him in all
that he did. ITe had prayed before his departure for
mare stripes; he bad "asked the Divine goodness to

t bim in India the pains that bad been faintly
areshadowed in his Italian career. He had carried
«wat all sorts of briefs and credentials from regal and
pontifical bands; and the bishop now eagerly tender-
ed him assistance, and pressed upon him pecuniary
support. But he reflused all these Lpiscopal offers,
zud sought no aid but that of God. ‘L'he more dan-
seemed to thicken—the more apalling the diflicul-
ties that beset his path—the lounder, the more earnest
was bis cry, ¢ Yet more, O, my God !—yet more !

Protestant zeal is only contemptible when it denies
that Francis Xavier was a great man. Delusion he
mmay bave bad, strong as ever wrought upon the hu-
mao soul ; but the true nobility of his nature is notto
be gaipsaid. e faced the most tremendous trials
with a courage and a consistency of the highest order,
and prosecuted the most arduous and astounding labor
with an energy and a perseverance scarcely exampled
in the history of human action. e found bhimself
suddenly thrown into the midst of a mingfed commu-
nity of natives and Europeans, of which it was hard
~ to say whether the one or the other were sunk in the

deeper and more debasing idolatry. It was a privi-
lege to him to endure hardship and to be beset with
dilliculty in the prosecution of his great work. His
courage rose as the objects in his path loomed larger,
and he waded through the sea of pollution that lay
before him as one who never feared to sink. e be-
gan Lis course by endeavoring to entice his country-
men at Goa into a purer way of life ; and, as none
since the days of the apostle Paul had knawn better
how to abound and how to be abased, he became as
weak unto' the weak, all things to all men, that by all
means be might save some. The knightly spirit was
mever extinet with him; with the chivalry and the
courtesy of the old noble, he united the fulness and
readiness of the scholar ; and whether among the gay
. and gallant officers who surrounded the Viceroy of
Portugal, or amoag the degraded fishermen on the
coast of Malabar, the gentle blood which flowed in
his veins imparted dignity to his presence, softness to
his speech, and the most winning generosity to Lis
actions., . Whellier, placing himself. at the head of a
band of oppressedChristians, be charged down, cruci-

fis in hand, upon a marauding enemy, or whether he
braved death in fever-hospitals or lazar-houses, per-
forming readily the most sickening offices for their
tainted inmates, the same noble courage and sell-
devotion shone out in every thing he did. That the
doctrines he taught may not have been the soundest
—that his means of teaching were insuffcient—that
he knew little of the native languages—that he made
converts who in reality were no converts—that he
had an overweening faith, not peculiar to the sixteenth
century, in the efficacy of infant baptism, are facts
which all history records, but no true history ina
grudging spivit. The more insufficient his means, the
greater the faith that sustained him. YWhen Francis
Xavier went about the streets of Goa, or traversed
the villages on the western coast, bell in hand, its
clear sounds all swho heard to gather round him and
accept from his lips the first rudiments of Christian
truth; and when, with inalienable European accent,
he enunciated a rude franslation of the Apostle’s
Creed, and then of the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Com-
mandments, he did not believe that he, so unworthy
an agent, so weak a vessel, could convert thousands
of wandering heathens to the faith as it is in Christ;
but he believed that even a weaker vessel, even a
more upworthy agent, might, in God’s hands, become
a human mediun for the conversion of tens of thou-
sands, and he did his best, knowing how little it was
in itself, but how great it might become, if the Holy
Ghost descended upon him as a dove, and birdlike
accompanicd him in his wanderings. How far the
Divine Spirit may have worked in Lim, and for him,
itisnot for us in these days to determine. It was
said that a mivaculous gift of torgues was vouchsafed
to him, that he raised the dead, and performed other
prodigies—but he was too truthful, too real a man to
favor the growth of errors which the whole Catholic
world was only too willing to accept; and it would be
the vilést injustice to fix upon the first Jesuit mission-
ary the charge of dishonesty and insincerity, because
among his followers have been liars and hypocrites of
the worst class.*

“ The Proselytes of Francis Xavier are numbered
by bis followers, not by tens, but by hundreds of
thousands. He is said to have converted seven hun-
dred thousand unbelievers to the Christian faith, His
converts were drawn [rom all classes, from princes to
pariabs. That the dishopesty or credulity of his bio-
graphers have greatly magnified his success is not to
be denied ; but, making large deductions on this
score, there still remain a formidable balance of no-
minal Christianity to be carried to the account of the
apostle. His superhuman energies seem to have been
attended with almost miraculous resulis. Idols fell
at his approach ; churches rose at his bidding ; and the
sign of the cross became the recognized symbel of fel-
lowship among the inmates of entire villages. Irom
Goa lie travelled southward to the pearl-fisheries of
Cape Comorin, and after succoring the poor people
who had been driven thence to the shores of the
Straits of Manaar, returned to the western coast and
commenced his labor, with extraordinary energy and
success, in Travancore. Aceording to his own ac-
count, he baptized ten thousand heathens in a single
month—carrying on the holy work till he could no
longer articulate the words of the formula, orraise his
hand to perform the office. Then he took ship for
the Joastern Jsles; -visited Malacca, Amboyna, Ter-
nate, Java; and, after a while, returned {o visit his
churches in Soutbern India, and to prepare himself
for a great crusade against the Bonzes of Japan.
More than two years were spent in the holy war;
many strange adventures he encountered, many con-
verts he made, and many churches he established ;
but his career was now drawing to a close. Ile re-
turned to Goa, and there in council with one Iage
Pereira, capianin of the vessel which had carried ihe
apostle on his strange and perilous voyage from Japan,
formed the magnificent design of converting the Chi-
nese Empire. But he never reached the flowery
land. Dilliculties beset the enterprisc. The apostle
of the Jesuits landed at the Island of Sanchian; and
there as he was about to join, full of heart and hope,
the Siamese cmbassy of which he had gained tidings,
and thus aided to penctrate into the interior of the
Celestial Empire, the hand of God was put forth to
stay his triumphant career; the Divine mandate,
¢ thus far shalt thou go, and no further,’ was issued to
that lowly, well-prepared servant of God; he met the
summons with rapture, and on the bare beach, or
beneath a miserable shed, which sheltered lim neithier
from the heat by day nor the cold by night, be closed
a life of agency and bliss, of humiliation and triumph,
with scarcely a parallelin the history of the world.

* Whoever wishes to weigh the arguments ror and
AGAINST the miracles altributed to St. Francis Xavier,
will find the maiter discussed in Bishop Milner’s ¢ End
of Controversy,’ letter, ¢ Proof of Heliness;* and still
more fully in the appendix to the. ¢ Life of the Saints,”
published in Philadelphia, in 1840.

THE WIZARD AND THE CALT.—PAR-
LIAMENTARY SYMPTOMS ON TEN-
ANT RIGHT.

(From the Tablet.)

Parliament meets, and we have the Queen’sspecch.
In that sublime document we liave two paragraphs
about the condition of agriculture—nat specially in
Ireland, butin the empire. One paragraph luncnts
the dificultics « felt by that important bady among my
people, who are owners and occupiers of land.” "The
o;h;r paragraph hopes that their difliculties will dimi-
nish.

Still, not a word about Ircland ; not & line about
the Landlord and Tenant Bill ; not a sentence about
the fruits that were to come from the Devon Commis-
sion, and other solemn and farce-like inquirics ; not
even a notice of some Bill or measure to he laid on
the table at some future day. Not a word. Butin
place of it & long discourse from Mr. Peto, in which
—as seconder of the Address—he proves on behalf of
the Government the cnormous advance of Treland in
industrial pursuits during the six years of famine, and
the ten years preceding; the “still more clieering
prospect of agriculture ;77 capital flowing into the
country, land consolidated, stcck increased, flax cul-
tivated, * large breadths of land sown with cereals,”
and “the great cagerness of the people to establish
packet stations,” :

Thus stands the case between the Government and
the people of Ireland. For the ruined, starving,
emigrating population of this country, it has not a
word of comfort or of hope. It obstinately rcfuses
to stretch out to them a helping hand. It leaves
them to themsclves—to starve, to die, to be ruined,
and to rot. It despiscs them. It forswears thein.
Its main function is to make war upon the Clergy, to
underivine their Faith, to plot against their religion,
to debauch their morals, and having wasted them to
Sieletons in this life, to plunge their souls in torments
in the life to come. : :

People of Ircland, peasantry of Ireland, Clergy of
Ireland, this is the paternal Government that rules
over you ; that hates you, that persecutes you, that
oppresses you, that makes your land a hell, and uproots
from amongst you all traces of a well-ordered civil
society. Such is the Government. It will do you
nothing but evil ; hope nothing from it. Your only
hope is in yourselves j in the new [vanchise ; in a new
set of representatives ; in banding yourselves togcther
as one man against the tyrant landlords and their
miscreant tools in the Castle and in Downing-strect.
They will do nothing for you Lut scourge you, and
add to the chastisement of God the ficnd-like wicked-
ness of man. ‘When they should be feeding the
bungry and clothing the naked ; when they should be
fulfilling their oft-repeated promises, and giving pro-
tection to those whom their laws have so pitilessly
robbed and murdered, they can find Lime for nothing
but new penal laws against the Clergy, and new con-
spiracies against the independence of the Church.

‘We liope the Catholic Clergy of Ireland will not
let this matter sleep, but in every county, barony, and
parish of Ireland, will rouse up their flocks to energetic
and well-organised activily against the persccutors
who, reversing the law of the Gospel, have made, and
are making, themselves equally notorious for their
corporal and spiritval works—not of merey, but of
merciless and inhuman cruelty.

DMeanwhile, we are very happy to inform our
readers, especially those of the South, that in the
North, and more particularly in the county Down,
the movement for the protection of the tenant farmers
is rapidly advancing, and is striking deep root in the
soil. 'The Banbridge mecting of last Monday was in
every way most satisfactory, and gives the best pos-
sible promise of work. “I'he Norilbern part of the
county is being most energetically worked, by men of
great ability and zeal; and it is our firm belief that
hefore long this great county will have distanced, in
its support to the Tenant League, cvery other county
in Ireland—DMeath always excepted.

THE MINISTERIAL MEASURE—THE
LESS THE BETTER.
(From tle Weekly News.)

There can no doubt about jt: the Ministers® Mea-
sure, as contrasted with the Minister’s letter and the
country’s excitement, is a very small thing. It is
equally free from doubt that as applied to Ireland it
is a very vexatious thing. Itis notonly quite pos-
sible, but highly probable, that for all practical pur-
poses it will be a very ineffective thing.

And yet, small, vexatious, and ineffective, as it may
be, we doubt, excecdingly, whether any set of men
called upon to govern this country, under the actual
cireumstances of this year,1851, could devise anything
which should be at once less ineffective, less vexatious,
and less small. - :

Let us see clearly what our actual position is be-

fore pronouncing as to what our coursc of action
ought to be. Whatever else a great nation may
ignore, it cannot ignore its own antecedents. Con-
sistency of public action is vital to the charteter of
States, though its want may not be ubsolutely fatai
to the character of Statesmen.

. England—Toman Catlolicism—the Holy Sce—
in what relation did these three stand together when
the act was accomplished on which the DParliament of
England has now to legislate ?

Why recapitulate what every one knows? The
Act of 1829 gave our Roman Catholic fellow-coun-
trymen a political stalus. The Acts of 1845 and
1846 repealed the penalties that the legislature of the
Protestant ‘Tudors—aye, and even of the Catholic
Plantaganets—had carefully imposed on the mainten-
ance in this reahn of the Pope’s ccclesiastical supre-
macy, and on the introduction of those instruments by
which that supremacy was to be wpheld. The lan-
guage of the Whig leaders (as Lord Joln Russell
frankly admitted on Wednesday night) had been fa-
vorable even Lo 2 still more complete recognition of
the fegal action of the Court of Rome within the
shqrt_zs of the four scas. The conduet of the Whig
Minisiry (after making every reasonable abatement
for oflicial indiscretion and ‘subordinate blundering)
had unquestionably been such asto favor (he claims to
rank and precedence of the Catholic hierarchy, both
in Ircland and the Colonies. England liad dipiomatic
relations with the Sovereign of the Roman States
—none with the Holy See, .

Sueh was the staius quo ante bellum: then came
the thunderbolt whicli, Jaunched from a fceble hand,
stirred into sudden flame the « fierce democrity” of
Ehg_li_sh Protestantism. As we have over and over
again said, we rejoice in that vehement, spontaneons,
and‘ sincere demonstration of resentment. Tt was the
nation’s own declaratory resolution—it was the ade-
fuate and, we are strongly inclined to think, the only
appropriale, made of dealing with an offence wholly
beyond the reach of any penal laws which England
could enact without frst repealing the nineteentl:
century.

But it was fitting that [what bad been done by the
nation should not be ignored by the Legislature. The
verdict of England was to be fixed in the records of
ber Pavliament.  In what way? ‘That wasthe prae-
tical question which Governraent had to solve ; their
solution is the Ministerial Measure. The question
for the people of Xngland is, whether such measure
be, not indecd the best comecivadle, but almost the
best practicabie, solution of tle difficuity. We are
strongly inclined to think that, among reasonable men
of all partics, the opinion is gaining ground, that, upon
the whole, this is so.

_ The zcalots, indeed, on both sides, are of course:
indignant ; but hetween the fanatics of tolerance, and
of intolerance, between Mr. Rochuck and the Larl
of Winehelsea, there is a great body of thinking
Englishmen, who. at all events in the absence of some:
more statesman-like plan of operations, are well con-
tent lo take up with the Ministerial scheme.

"I'his acquicscence will no doubt arise, in some de-
gree, from the varying epinions formed as to the pro-
bable effect of the intended measure. Some will
accept it as a decorous nullity, others as an effectual
picee of prohibitory legislation. Our opinion is with
the fformer class.  As at present advised, we do not
see low it can even preclude the synodical action of
the Romish Episcopate, or materially interfere witk:
the endowment of the Romish Sees.

(L'rom the Speclalor.)

We may remark that the whole drift of Lord
Jobn’s carcer has been to put the Roman Catholic
Prelates on their guard, by holding out large and for-
midable threats at first, and then, by finching from
such advanced position, it has Icft the well-reconnoi-
tered ground free to the enemy. The “jusidious™
invaders will be at once stimulated to the highest de-
gree of watchfulness and encouraged to make new
encroachments.  For the proposed law « to prevent
the assumnplion of certain ecciesiastical fitles” must
be an idle law. DProbibit Cardinal Wiseman from
calling Zémself Archbishop of Westminster,and what
do you cllect? You foree him to sign himself
“ + Nicholas Wiseman,” instead of % Nicholas, Car-
dinal, Archiishop of Westminster’ ; but you do not
prevent everybody from calling him by that title.
Indeed, if you were to attempt the enforcement of
any law against private persons—if you were to bring
up Mr. Langdale or Lord Arundel and Surrey for a
misdeamcanor in calling Dr. Wiseman © Arcbbishop”
—ridicule, shame, and indignation would contend for
mastery in the public mind at such an exhibition.
But whatever the law is, it is {o extend to Ireland—
Lord John has braved that difficulty : now, liow can |
he, after all that has been professed, done, and per-

mitted there, work any really- stringent law in Ire-
land? Indeed, our belief is that the new law is not



