THE PEATL: DEVOTED TO PQL_[_’I‘E‘L]_'I“ERA_{I_‘_TURE, lsci‘mﬁb;«iwmjg RELIGION\

“sound knowicdge has been already acquired ; and we protesl
against the rejection of estzblished parts, because the whole is not
‘yet made perfuct. _ ‘

Tt was assuredly prudent, during the ml'.mcv of Geology,
the immature state of those physical sciences which form its ouly
sure foundation, not 1o enter upon any comparison of the Mosaic
account of creation with the stracture of the eirth, then almost
‘totally unknown ; thie time was not then come when the know-
ledge of natural phenomena was sufficiently ndvanced to. admit of
any profitable investigation of this question ; butthe discoveries
of the Jast hall century have ‘been so extensive i this department
of natural knowledge, that, whether we will ornot, the subject
is now forced upon our consideration, and can mo longer escape|
discussion.  The truth is, that all observers, however various
way be their specalntions, respeeting the secondary causes by
‘which geologicul phenomena have been brought about, are
row agreed in admitting the lapse of very long periods of time

in

to have been an essential condition to the produciion of these
phenomena.

It may therefore be proper, in this part of our inquiry, to con-
‘sider how fur the brief account of creation comtaived in the
Mosaic nufroﬁ\'e, can be shown to accord wilh those natural
phenamena, which will come under consideration.in the course off
‘the present essay. Indeed some examination 1o this question
seems indispensable at the very threshold of anisvestigation, the
~suhject matter of which will be derived from 1 series of events,
for the most part, long antecedent to. the crealion’ of lhe human
specles I trust it may he shown, not only (IL.lt lhere is no in—
‘congistency between our interpretatian of the plxenomena of nature
and of the Mosuic narrative, but that the results of geological
inquiry throw important light on parts of this history, which are
otherwise involved in much obscurity.

Il the suggestions { shall venture to propose require some modi-
fication of the most comtmonly received and popular Zaterprela-
tion of the Mosaic nacrrative, this adimission neither involves any
impeachment of the authenticity of the fex!, uox ol the judgment
of those who have formerly interpreted it otherwise, in the ab-
sence of information as to fucis which have but recently been
brought to light 5 and if' in this respect, Geology should seem to
*r(.qulro some liltle concession from the literal interpreter of;
scnplure, it muy fuirly be held to afford ample com pcnsanon for
 this-demind, by the lurge additions it hus miads to the evidences
of na'urui rchfvlon, ina depaltmenl wherc revu!allon wis not

deswned to -'we m!ummt:on . " Lo

The' dlsappomtmem ot' tho=o who look for adelzu!ed account of
geo‘ovwnl phenomena in the Bible, rests ona ertullous cxpecm-
“ions: ofhndmg thelem luslouwl mi'nrm'mon rcqpvumw all the, opc-
r.xlxons of the Creator in times and p.accs with which the huunn
riice has no concern ; us ‘reasonxbly might we object that lhe
Mosaic history is iuiperfect, because it malkes no specific mentivn
of the satellites of Jupiter, or the rings of Smam, s feel disap-
pointment at not finding in it the history ol a geolugical phenomena,
the detuils of which may be fit matter for an encyelopedia of,
science, but ure foreign to the objects of & volaine intended only
to be a guide of religious belief and moral condact,

We may fairly ask of these persons who cousider physical:
science n fit subjject for revelation, what point they can imagine
short of 2 comnwunication of Omniscience, at which such a revela-
fation might have stopped,
less in degree, but similar in kind,

without imperfeitivns of owission,
1o that wiich they impute to
the existing narrative of AMoses? A revelation of 80 much only
of astronoiny, as was known to Copernicus, would hitve seened
imperfect alter the discoveries of Newton ; and a revelation of;
the science of Newton would have. appeared defective to La
Place : - a revelation of all the chemical knowiedge of the
eighteenth century would have been as deficient in coniparison
with the information of the present-dqy, as what is now known
in this science will probably nppear before the terimination of
_another age ; in the whale circle of sciences, there is not vne to
which this arzument may not be extended, unzil we should re-
quire from revelation a full developement of uli the mysterious
ageneies that uphold the mechanism of the material world. Such
a revelation might indeed be suited to beings of a more exalted
order than mankind, oand the attainment of such knowledge of the
works us well as of the ways of God, may perhaps form some
part of our happiness in a future state ; but unless human nature
had been constituted otherwise than itis, Ihe above supposed
communication of omniscience would have been imparted t
creatures, utterly incapable of receiving it, under any past or pre-
sent, moral or physical condition of the humum race ; and would
have been also at variance with the design of all God’s other dis-
closures of himself, Ithe end of which has unilorml y been, not to
impart inlellectucﬁﬁut moral knowledge.
Several hypotheses have been proposed, with o view of recon-
ciling the phenomena of Geology, with the briefaccount of erea-
tion which we find in the Mosuic narrative. Some (2) have at-

aTo us itappears a mast singular phenomenon lhat persons who find it
»0 extremely difficult to reconcile the Massic narrative with the high anti-
quity of ‘the globe, can, nevertheless, so eastly explaim a thousand geological
facts with the deluge of Noah as described in the Scripture. e can see xio-
iluing §a tho inspired account of ihet catastrophetoinduce a belief thut its

lcmpted to uscnbc the forumuon ol' nll lhe struuﬁed rucks to lhe

effects of the Mosmcdelugu ; an- oplmon which is maconc:lenb!e*
with the enormous thickness and dlmmt mﬁmte Slhldl\flsloﬂa of
these- stratz, and with the | numerous and re"ulnr bUCCLSSlDIN
which they contain of the remaiins of animals’ and veﬂelubles dll'-

in which we find them are placed at greater depihs,
a large proporuun ‘of these remains beloug tu extinet genera, un(l
almost all of thewm to extinet species, that lived and multiplied .mdI
i

strata in which they occur were deposited slowly and gradually,
during long periods of time, and ut widely distant intervals. These
extinet animals (6) and vegetables could therefore have formed no.
part of the creation with which we ure iumedintely connected.
11 hus been auppo:ed’by others, that these strata were formed nt,
the bottom of the sen, during the interval between tho creation of
man and the Mosaic deluge ; and that, at the time of that deluge,
portions of the globe which had been previously elevated above
the level of the sea, and forrned the untediluvian conlinents, wers
suddenly submerged ; while the ancient bed of the ocean rose to
supply their place. "To this hypothesis also, the facts I shall sub-

scquently ndv ance offer insuperable objections.
Concluded next woek -

READING MEepicAL Booxs.—There can bo no doubt that
hy pochondrmcnl persons are fond of perusing \vorks that treat uf'
discases, and much - -addicted to sceing their c own case in every
page ; but we should not, on this account, bo iuclined to dis-
cournge all attempts o meke the truths of medncmo familiar to
unprofussional persons. Medica) books of some. kind or other,
such persons will purchase and will sludy Care should be taken
'to supply them with sensible bouks, and such us, informing them
of the wonders of the bodily funetions, would also teach them to
place their grentest reliance, as regarded setting the lunctions in
order when impaired, on those who had most studied them, It
isto the deplorable ignorance, even of persons of education,
with respect to the structare and functions of the human bedy, nud
overy thing which relutes to health and disease, that wa must
ascribe ‘the inability of such personsto distinguish betw cen the
rational practitioner aod the guack. The higher classes, espe-
cially, hold regularphysic and physicians ufsm.:ll account, Thewr
idea of medxcmo i3, that it isan urt, ‘a cr-m, a l\md of lmacfc, (lo
use 8 qomewhnt meleguntbulnotunexpresswo vcrd )) whlchsomo
penple are born wnh, or attain witliout. study, and by 1he mere
felicity “of nature. Il'nnulomy and physmlu;:y formcd part of ay
good educatnon ph) sic’ wonid rcuch its_ proper: tank. ° Bat. those
‘who, lmnrr wnh ecalacy over stemens | a'ul pnauls, or lr.wmenla of |i
wramte “and spar, never seem 1o ‘consider“how nob!e and’ usl.ful a
subject foi contemplatinn exists in their own’ frames. - th in-
creased knowledge, faith in the nostrums of empirics would soon
be estinguished, and rash and absurd methods of cnre abandoned.
No patients are more disposed to rely on trifles for relielthan hypo-
chondriucs. Some put their trust in ginger-lozenges, some in
hierapicra, some in Dafly’s Elixir, and some in Doctor Some-
body's famous dinner pill. Eoms rest their bopes on white
mustard-seed, and others seek solace in breakfusting on fried
Some are persuaded that animal food will be futal to
They heroically

|

hucon.
them, and some that vegetables are poison.
abandon whatever is denounced ; some giving up their wine
without asigh, and others resigning their tea without a strugale.
—Foreign Quarierly Review.

Uxxinpwess.—Ilow many heart-tches should we spare our-
selves if we \ome carefulto check every unkind word or sction to-
wards those we love, by this anticiputing refiections The time
may soon arrive when the being I am now about to affliet, may
be snatched from me for ever to the cold recesses of the grave,
sccured from the assaultsof miy petulance and deaf to the voice of
my remorseful penitence.

action was 50 niolent as to'shatier the solid framnework of the globe--burat its
adamantine pavement—upheave ils niolten bowels,” and raise its vcean beds.
-—-FEd. Pcarl. )

p 1t is not alittle curions to observe the mode of interpretation ndopted
by some of the opponcnls of modern geology in one or two cuses. Read
this passago from uxn ablewriter on their side of the question (Dr. Comstock)-
« A comparison of the bones of the fossil species with those of present
ones, show that they generally were of a different species. TIence we must
come to the conclusion, that not all, or every species of quadrupeds existing
before the deluge, were preserved in the ark, but that many races perished
by its waters.” And now read the following words of God rddressed to
Noah—* And of every living thing of ALL fiesh, two of EvERy sort shaly
thau bring into the ark to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male
and female.  Of fowls after their kind, and ofcattle after their kind, of every
creeping thing of the carth after his kind, two of EVERy sortshall come unto
thee to keep them ulive* * * of ¢lean bensts, and of beusts that are not
clean, and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon the enrth; there
went in two amnd two unto Noah in the ark, the male and the female, us God
hnd commanded Noah.” See Genesis 6th and 7th chapters. In this instance
the Doctor tells us “%he words.every and alt, must be understood as univer-
sgl terms with a limited signification.” Very wel-—but if geolng:cal facty
as understood by one class of personu, compel such an interpretation; may
not the same phenomens, differently construed by otherable men, command
an interpretation (and one certainly not more strained than the ahove) ofthe
firat chapter of Genesis, somewhat opposed to that v,hich kas been gene-
sully received.---Ed. Peard.

femm more and moie widely lrom existing species, us the btmm' :
The fact lh.ltl

died ou or nearthe spots where they are now found, shows that lho’ :

THE SNUW

'l‘ho sxlvery snow {—the sxlvery :.now e
Likea gIor) it mlls;oﬂ the ﬂelds buluw, R

And the trees wlth Lhcir:llnmoml bruuchas nppenr o

- Like the fulry growth of somo mugicnl ‘sghere; :
While soft as music,’ and.wild and. white, - ‘-;j St TR

+ - 1 glitters and fonts in tho plo. moonlight;
And =|umﬂlcs the river nnd fount ny tho; ﬂow HE

Ooh' ! who luw not loved tho lnlnht, hmulmnl snow' 3

‘Tha silvery snaw, aud the crinklmg n*ost— "
Iow merry we go when the Burth scems lost,
Liko splrits that riso from the dust of Time,
To live iz a purer and hoticr cline!

A now crention without o stain—

Lovely as ITenven's own pure dom:di !

But nh ! like the wmany fair hopes of our years,
It glitters awhile—aud then melts into tears ¢

A MYSTERIOUS VISITOR.

In the year 1704, a gentleman apparently of large fortane to;ok_"_j
furnished lodgings in a house in Soho-square, Afier he Liad resi-" -
ded there'somo weaks with his establishment, he lost his brother, :
who had lived at Hampstead, and who, on his death-bed, " pat
uculurly desired to be ontered in the’ fnmxly vnult at Westmmslﬁnr. "
Abbey. ‘The gentlenian roquested his lnndlord to. purmn hlm 1o .
bring the corpse of his brather” to his lodgmns, and to’ maka ar-
rangements there for the funeral, ’l‘hc ]andlord, wuhout hesuu
tion, signified’ his comphnnce o

- The body, dressed in'n white ahroud, was nccordmrrly brou«rht.
in avery handsome coffin, and placed-i in'a’ greal dmmv-room.f
The funera} ‘was to take place the next ‘duy, nnd the lodger undf
his servants wentout to make the necessary preparnuons for’ lhe"
solemnity, Hestuyed out late ; but this was no uncommon thmg

The landlord shd his family, conceiving that they had no occasion
to wail for him, retired to bed s usual about (welve o’clock. One
maid-servant was left up to let himin, and to boil some water,
which he had desired might be ready for making ten on his returu. “
"The girl was accordingly sitting nll alone in the kitchen, when a’
tall, spectre-locking figure enlercd and clupped itsell down m a

3

chuir apposite to her, o
The maid wag by no means one ol' the -most timid ol'her se
but she was terrified beyond e\presswn, lonely as’ uho_wus

peurunce und st ‘down ina ch.mj in: lhu b@'ﬂ
Imvmn OthlVEd how 1lcnte|ed "l‘hc worst of uIl

rolled its glurmg eyes 5o frlghlfully, and so ludeously d:storlédiir g
featores, that they could not bear'to look at it. The :nhélér'ozn;‘i‘ R
mistress crept nnder the bed clothes, covered with profuse per- ©:
r.pu.mou, while the maid-servant sunk nearly insensiblo by lho .
side ol the bed. ’
At the sametime the whole house secmcd to bein an uproa '
for though they had covered themselves over head and enrs,.they"’
could still hear the incessant noise and clatter, which aerved to
increase their terror,
At length all became perfectly still in the house. The l.xndlord‘
ventured to raise his head, and to steal n glance at the chulr by lho 3"
dvor ; bat, behold, the ghost was gone ' Sober renson begnn to v
resume its power. ‘The poor girl was browght to he.qelf nfler wl
zood deal of shaking. . In a short time, they plucked up suﬂicxont"
coarnge to quit the bcd -room, and to commence an oxummatlon
of the house, which they expected to find in great disorder. ° Nor
were their anticipations unfounded. The whole house- hud beou s
stripped by artful thieves, and the gentleman had decnmped wuh- o
out paying for hig lodging. It turned out that he was no. olher .
than an nccomphce of the notorious Arthur Chambers, who was L
cxecnted ut Tyburn, 1706 ; and that the supposed corpse was’ ;
this arch rogue himself, who had whitened his hands and face "
with chalk, and merely counterfeited death, About mldmght lig~
qultted the coffin, and appeared to the maid in the Ritchen, -
When she flew ap stairs, he softly followed her, and seated at"'lf"
the door of the chamber, he acted as a sentinel, so that his mdnc
trious accomplices were enabled to plunder the house withoutthe .
least molcstution. - C

.

Fish-hooks.—Mr. Elhs, in his Narralive of a Tour through i
Hawaii, stales that the natives told him why they stole” Cnplam :
Cook’s boat was, beccause they saw it was’ not sswed tovelher, :
but fustened with nails, which they wonteg to make ﬁsh-hoo
of ; and so anxious were they to obtain o’ large supply ofu il
that the Society Islanders actually, whilst he wag there, plnnted‘-
them in the ground; thinking they would grow, like potntocs or -
other vegetables ; and such is the. vnlue set on. lhcm, that tho.‘

of it decarding to his own tasle, than the best Enghsh made ,° _

thut could be given them,




