
August 8, 1894.

Tho Committee on Temperance presented a
report submitting a constitution based on that
of the Church of England Temperance Society.
A debate followed upon it, in which the Rov.
Canon Pentreath. B.D., Rev. A. J. Garton, Mr.
iowel, Q.C., and others strongly advocated it.
Mr. Howeil alse condemned the use of tobacco
-the prevalent sister evil habit. His Grace
the Archbishop intimated bis strong opposition
to Intemporance and his sense of the importance
of the Temperance novement; but did not feel
that the bighest condition was that of a total
abstainer a nd had great diffilculty in recognlz-
ing the value to himself of taking a pledge and
wearing a badge. If it were intended that
those who took part in the affairs of the Society
must sign a pledge he could not bo a party to
the constitution ; but if otherwiso ho should bo
very glad to be a patron.

Tho report was adopted ; later a number of
the clergy and laity mot in Holy Trinity School
House and duly constituted a Diocosan Branch
of the C. E. T. S., by signing tho pledge and
clecting officers and council as follows: Rev.
Canon Pentreath, B.D., President; Ven. Arch-
deacon Fortin and Phair and Canon Mathcson,
Vice-Presidents; Rev. J. J. Roy, Hon. Treas.;
Rev. Il. L. Watt (Virden) and J. A. Richard-
son. Seerotarios; Rev. W. J. Garton (Emerson),
J. J. Anderson (St. Peter's) and E. A. W. Gill
(Minnedosa), Exec. Council. I was intended
to ask the Very Rev. Dean Grisdale and the
Licut.-Governor of the Province to also act as
Vice-Prosidents. A committea was appointed
to print and circulate the constitution and to
send for supplies. so that parochial branches
might be organized as soon as possible. This
is a great stop forward indeed in the Temperance
movement in the best sense. It was aiso re-
solved in Synod to request His Grace the Arch-
bishop to appoint one Sunday in the year as
TEMPERANCE Sunday, on whieh sermons on
Temperance be recommended to bo preached
throughout the dioceso.

Another motion of great importance adopted
by the Synod was the following: " That it b
an instruction to the Executive Committee that
they withhold consent from any mortgage pro.
posed te be made on any consecrated lands or
buildings."

Sunday Schools seem to be progressing in the
diocese, as it was roported at the Church of
England S.S. Union meeting, hold during Synod
week, that there was a gratifying inerease of
teachers to be noted during the year of 117; and
of scholars of 1,700; the contributions also hav-
ing increased.

The following resolution as to the laie Lord
Bishop of New Westminster was unanimously
adopted: " The Synod of the Diocese of Rupert's
Land, now in Session assembled, desires to ex-
press to the Synod of New Westminster its
brotherly sympathy on the bereavement it has
sustained by the deatb of the Right -Rev. Acton
Windeyer Sillitoe, D. D., D. C. L., late Lord
Bishop of the diocese, which bas taken place at
a critical period of temporal disaster, when bis
wise counsels would have been valuable. The
Synod deplores the loss to the newly Consoli-
dated Church in Canada of a distinguished Pre-
lato and oxporienced leader."

THE EIGHTEENTH ARTICLS.

A recent writer, after commonting on the
fact that the Church of .England, unflike the cus-
tom of the early Church, bas genorally avoided
enforcing her teachings under the penalty of
anathema, adds :

"But there is one remarkable exception to
this moderation. The Church of England," (in
which case the Church in America is also in-
cluded, since she bas adopted the Article with-
out change,) "anathomatizos one orror, on1e
spiritual sin, the sin of latitudinarianism, and
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this because the latitudinarian spirit finds logi-
cal basis in the abnegation of ail objective truth
whatsoever."

It is the principle that nothing is so certain
in religion that it need be insisted on ; that it
does not much matter what people believe, if
their morals bo good ; in short, that there are
no truths for which a man ought to be prepared
to die, no revealed will of God to deflect from
which is ruin to the spiritual nature. This is
the position that the Church opposes with ail
her spiritual. God-given power of anathema; a
power that she hositates to use in the case of
any other sin. But she does use it in this case,
t) cou'teract, if possible, the baneful influence
of a theology that is so broad and compre-
hensive that ail views of men (no matter how
mutually exclusive or distinctive they may be),
are to b allowed the protection of ber fold. The
samo writer, under Article viii. on the Creeds,
says :

" The essence of a revelation is that it must
bo definito. We cannot conceive God announe
ing anything to His croatures which is not
precise. There is no scopo for selection of this
or that doctrine, which speaks especially te this
or that soul. The one question is. " What is the
sum of revelation ? "

And that rovelation we know is built "upon
the foandation of the Apostles and prophets,
Jesus Christ Ilimsolf the chief corner-stone."
The illustration of a ship is a very good one.
The ark of Christ's Church is a sbip with a keel.
The keel is narrow and straight, like ail truth,
and so are the essential Articles of the Christian
Faith. Some persons would, if tbey could,
broaden the Church out like a raft, that soems
very comfortable in calm weather, but the first
bcavy gale would tear it ail to pieces, and send
it as wreckage on the rocks. Assuredly such
teachers are not the safost guides.-Parish
.Record.

TIIE CANTICLES AT MORNING AND
EVENING PRAYER.

BY TH REV. E. I. GRtEoRY, M.A., Vicar of
1-lalberton, and Prebondary of Exeter.

-(Fron the Church S.S. zVagazine, London.)
TIE R3ENEDIcITE.

This is the only one of the hymns which we
include under the general naine of Canticles,
which is called a Canticlo in our Prayer Book.

The original is not found in the Hebrew Serip-
tures, but the (Greek Septuagint version inserts
it as part Of Daniel iii. It forms, in that ver-

sion, pari of a circumstantial account of the
deliverance of the tbree faithful Jews, Ananias,
Azarias, and Misael, from tho ficry furnacO.
The Grock editor-clearly a Greek-speaking
Jew-of the Book of Daniel appears to have in
corporated with that book some fragments o
traditional record which ho found in existence,
and they may possibly have had a Hebrow ori-
ginal which has now perished. At any rate,
although, as we nossess them, Greek in langu-

ago, thoqe traditions are cssentially Jewish in
their thought. They owe their origin, at least
in their cxtant form, to that great outburst of
Jowish literary activity which characterised
the two or three centuries before our Lord, and

gave us those books of the Apocrypha of which
our Article says, adopting the words of Jorome,
" The Church doth read thom for example of
lifo and instruction of mannors."

One result of the Captivity seems to have
been the more-widely-spread sense amongst the
Israelites of individual responsibility. It had
been present in the individual soul before, as
more than. one Psalm testifies, but it was re-
served for the great Captivity prophot, Ezekiol,
to proclaim to his people, " Tho soul that sin-
noth, it shall die, But if a man . . , bath

walked in My statutes, and bath kept My judg-
monts to deal truly, he is just, ho shall surely
livo."* The Jewish youths in the court of the
King of Babylon folt this. Com what might,
their conscience must be kept clear.- If the
Chaldman punishment of death of fire t must be
theirs, still they would net serve the king's god's
nor worship the golden imago which ho had set
up. They were learning that difficult lesson,
how to be in the world, and yet not of it ; how
to hold something dearer than ail its glitter and
power. They bolonged to " that small trans-
igured band, whom ' the world cannot tamo,'
who, by faith in the Unscen, have, in overy ago,
' stopped the mouths of lions and quenched the
violence of firo.'"

The Septuagint account tells us that after
they were thrown into the furnace " Ananias,
Azarias, and Misael walkod in the midst of the
fire, praising God and blessing the Lord." Thon
Azarias, perhaps tho eldest of the threo, and
their spokosman, offered up a prayer to Giod,
acknowledging that their nation had sinned,
and that evorything He had done to thom had
beei done in true judgment. Yet ho prayed for
deliveranco, and the deliverance came. "The An-
gel of the Lord," we read, " came down into the
furnace . . . and smote the flame of the fire out.
of the furnace, and mado the midst of the furnace
as it had been a moist, whistling wind, so that
the fire touched then not at ail, neither hurt
nor troubled them.": And thon they sang the
" Benedicite," prefacing it with six Beatitudes,
which are not included in our Canticle.

This grand song, " the very crown and flower
of the Old Testament," § is acall to ail crOiLtion,
animate and inanimatO, to bless, to praise, and
to magnify the Lord for over. Each is taken in
ils order : leavOn with its angeliC host, and
thon, with a very ovident reminiscence of the
language of Genesis, those powers of the Lord,
which, if we may use tho expression, have the-
firma ment for thoir home: those exhaustless re-
serves of rain, as they must havo scomed to the
carly, but unscientific, observer; thoso
mighty powers of storin, and lightn.
ing and thunder; those heavonly bodics
ruling the day and the night:-these must
ail praise their Creator. Thon the Cabnticle ad-
dresses itself to earthly phenomena :-the pass-
ing seasons, the alternating day and night; the
dews of summer; the frosts of winter; the
equinoctial gale;-all must bless .God. Three
verses thon callupon the animal creation :-tho
fish of the sea; the fowl of the air; the wild
beast of the field ; the cattle of the pasturo;-
to join in the hymn of praise. Finally, man
too, aIl the children of mon, in their several call-
ings and occupations, must unite in the great
act of worship. Nor must those who have
passod within the veil b left out in tho common
call: for " God croated man to be immortal, and
made him to be an image of His own eternity."
Therefore " the spirits and souls of the righto-
ous," which are in the band of God, must join
in the common 'chorus, and anticipate, so, the
Christian doctrine of the Communion of Saints:
for they are "numbered among the children of
God, and their lot is among the saints."I|

Sucb in brief outline is this beautiful Hollon-
istic hymn. There are one or two expressions
in it which call for smoe remark.

(1) Thus, the call to the angels rominds us
of the intimate relation in which the angols, as
the sacred Scriptures teach us, stand to man.
They minister to him, touching bis lips with
the live coal from off the altar; they sympathiso
withi bis sorrows-for one comforted even the
Lord Hirnself; they rejoice in bis recovery from
sin; they vindicate the ways of God to man;

* Ezok. xviii. 2, 5, 9.
† Ier. xxix. 22.
‡ Song of the Throo Children, ver. 26, 27.

Kingsley.
., Wisd. ii. 23, iii. 1, v. 5.


