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Kleptomania.

Probably no uncivilized man believes in kleptomania.
Even among civilized peoples many persons smile incredu-
lously when they are told of the acts of kleptomaniacs.
They know better : the kleptomaniac is a thief with a fine
name ; and the name has been invented for the purpose of
screening the higher classes who indulge in low vices. But
a case has bheen brought to light recently which ought to
convince the most sceptical. A man was arrested a_short
time ago in the act of stealing a pocket handkerchief from a
lady in a Vienna suburb. In his sane days he had been a
prosperous banker ; but a mania for cambric pocket hand-
kerchiefs seized upon him and proved his ruin. It was his
habit to accost ladies in the street and offer to buy their
pocket handkerchiefs. If they refused he used to get
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appearcd very properly sent him to a madhous¢ a':d ord
to prison.  This case is absolutely convincing he fact
probably no one who reads it will in future doubt dtoubl‘d
of kleptomania. But that it should ever have been s bee®
is surprising and not very creditable. The world h‘,gli"‘
familiar with the delusions of the lunatic from its enitely
ages; and many of those delusions have been msho“],
more curious and difficult of belief than that 2 ma® Ple‘f
have too keen a desire to possess himself of othef est O
property. It is probable, in fact, that the comm® {ccd;
all forms of madness is that induced by excessive & yith
and the only reason why so few persons are charB® , g
theft or kleptomania is that their greed is tempe whe
kept in check by cunning. Whenever a case hﬂPPensgnlW
the motive for theit is exceedingly small or entirely is ¥
the person who possesses himself of what is not
should be suspected of kleptomania,-— Hosps’al.
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