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tvere beﬂowcd upon lhcm-thcfc. and’ p)orablc Iukcwarmnefc which fo gencrally
fuch as they, are the men who enlarged  prevails in cw.rythmg that relates co God
the (phere of human. Pnowlcdgc, and cul- to Rehglon, and its Ordinances.’ g e
tivated- the buman” underflanding ; "and  * To'the charbe is apnexed a-catalogue of
thefe were fincere  and’ devout Bclxevcra. books proper’ (or_the’ library of a divine,
So that if Chriltisnity Rood in nced of amountmgzo dpward.. of 125 volumes, in’
fuch an argumcnt. (though it certainly  folio-:'55 in quarte j.and 200 in c@avo.
does not) it has unqucmonab)y the l’upc- Short chara€ters, are given of: fome,-and
riority of-human talents on its fide.% " neceffary cautions againt cxceplxonabl-

* ‘'hat you fhould have a competent parts. Sich a Aére cf knowledge wduld
knowledge of this- fubjcét is evident, not  be undoubtédly an invaluable’ 2cquifition.3 5
indeed ‘to be contentious, ‘as in the for:  but fuch, we fear,; as the rfinances ‘of few
mér cafe, but that you may guard your  clergymen - in this country -will admu. :
flocks againft the inroads of Infidelity, It The fearcity of bdoks is likely to prove
is oftenattended with one unhappy con-  the moft formidable dx(wuragcmcm to ths
f:qus ncc, cven w .lcrc people lmve ot a..  grawth of every branch'of knoswledge in
dopted jts pcrmc:ous tencts—which is to * the province. The moft lively method
zbate thair ardour in purfuir of falvation,  of obviating this want would be to form *
For whilft they fee the'conduct of fome,  fubfeription. Jibrarizs . in- the principal™
who, with deliberate _malice, -oppofc the  towns; shich thoush. fmall at - firft;,
caufe of rchgwn 3 they allow themfelves  would be gradually accumulating;-and:
to rermin in a (tate of indifTerence and.  would at léaft excite a greater defire <for
neutrality ; and even think it highiy ms-  information ‘than feems at prefcnt te prc- .
ritorious, " Thisis onc fource of that de-  vail, '
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*-See this-point vcw 1hly ftated by-the learned Dr. ]om-x\, ina Cl.arge hc delucred*‘g‘
as Archdeacon of London, May 1, 1765, and printed in rhcfmm:b volume of his fer_‘
mons.  *I'o the Gofpel, f.x s bz, artl to thofz who embraced it, arc “dus our gra;cful
¢ acknpwlediments for the l)carnmv that is at prefent in the.world,” "The Infidels edu.’

cited i Chriftian countries owe wlul learning they have o Chriftianity ; and- at the
part of thufe brutes; which when they have fucked the dam,turn abrugand - ﬁrme hc
— I'o whom are we indcbted for the knowledge of annqumc;, facred and feculary!
every thing ihatiscalled pbilelsgy, or the Literae humaniores 7 To Chmhans. 'J‘o
for Gram:mars and Dictionariesof the learned languages ? To Chriftians. To who ]
Chrono}og). and the continuation of Hiftory through many centuries ¥ To' Chrnﬂlans.:
To whom for ratienal fyflems of Morality and Natural Religion ? ‘Lo Chriftians.”. To,_
whom for metapliyfical refearches darried as far a5 the rubje& will permit? To (_lmﬂn-
ans.. To whom for the moral rules to be obferved by nations in war and peace ?’ l‘o
Chriftians. * To whom for Jurifpradence, and for polmcal knowledge, and for fettling”’
the nghu of fubje@s; both'civil and religious, upon a proper foundatlon ? To Chnm.*f
ans.. Not to Atheifts or Deifts, fome of whom have been known advocates. of tvrnnny.f
“Y'o whom for the"great’ wark of R cformation? To Chriflians. Let me add ; and vc‘. ¢
ry often to Chritlian Divines.—— Great-Eritain in this and the laft Century haih pro™™
duced Deiitical or Athcuﬂ:cal writers ; as Herbert, Hohbes, ’I‘qlnnd Shafifbory, Col-‘,
lins,: Mandev:)lc Woomon, "I'indal, Morzan, Chubb, Bohngbroke, Hume, and !’ome
who'are anonymows. - [' thall' nét enter into a detail of the various thmgs whith, are’”
¢juftly cenfurzblein thefe alithors ; but kecping the prefent fubject in view, I obferve
¢ that fome of them havé been'i lgnormt and illiterate ; moft of them a fdrt. of half. fcho_,
¢ lars apd retailérs of fecond-hand wares ; noneof them cmmem'y learned,"or contn‘-u-.
“tors to'the advancement of' erudmon :md l\nowlcdgc in an) materlal arncle. _]on
TIN'S s:.rmons, Vol. VIi= p 372," J73 - Edite 17720

+ 1 be laft¥riter of any 'note that has' figured on (he ﬁde of Inﬁdehty is, Mr. G:blmr
in his Hiffory of:be Decline and I‘allcfruc Roptan Empire.  This Gentlemin has’ difgraced.’
his, atherwife valuabley’ Hxﬂory with difingenuous infinvations againft Revelationy’ nnd

mifreprefentations of the primitive Chriftians.  Or to ufe the. werds of Mr. ‘Tra-:m, *ad: P
dreffed to this author—* You hive, artfully enough, fuggcﬁcd ambxguous mﬁnuatxons,
¢ wrhere you durft not hazard an -accufation—You have laboured to Taife a fnéer, where\_

¢ you durft-not rifk an argumcm ~This mode of attacking Chnﬂ;amty has been’ often !
pra&ifed ; but ail lovers of truth-and candour ‘muft hold it in abhorrence. " It argues N
bad: caufe. which cannot be fupported by fair argument ; it implies unmianlinéfsin the:,
affailant, -who ﬂ.ulks, as'it were, under covert, that he may -annoy with more fat‘ety

"Ly mcthod is bccomc ﬂale-—xt ﬁ\ould be changd, lfx: were on)y forthc fake ofvanety}‘:
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