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As the whole transaction at Beth-el was miraculous, we!can
easily conceive that God could communicate himself to the Patri-
arch irla dream, but surely we are not to be compelled to believe,
even ifour incredulity should endanger a beloved nation, that he
repented of a life of prior iniquity in bis suEEP, that he experi-
enced that godly sorrow for sin which worketh repentance unto
salvation net to be repented of while bis faculties were locked in
slumber, or entranced in heavenlY Vision, and that finaly, he
AWOKE JUSTIFIED!!

Without deuinfg that men in Particular cases nay know the
.time when they first became the Subjects of religions impressione,
that they may specify with some degree of accuracy the time wben
.by the grace of God, they " ceased to do evil and learned to do
well," may we not deplore, as in the case above, that men for the
sake of sone darling theory, should press the word of God info
their service a& ail hazards, " wrest it to their own destruction,"
and not only se, but endanger the salvation of those who hear
them ? How deplorable is it to see that Book whicb should be
the bond of union turned by every teeming fancy into the very
rallying point of division, and that which declares ' one Lord, one
JFaith, one Baplism," forced in spite Of truth and in spite of com-
mon sense, te support the baseless yision s of every self-conceited
enthusiast.-Wbile Christians leave the " Old Paths," and fight
and quarrel about newr di,'coseres, and quote the Bible to prove
.ihat al] before them, Apostles and Martyrs and ail have walked in
the road to hell ; the infìdel s'ands by the while and smiles, end
in the venon of tlese tirhboy anilfosities he dips his arrows aud
seatters among the mingiled combatants indiscriminately desolation
and death. If St. Paul was uoved when he saw one city only

ni en to r itdatry,wlat Christian can avoid feeling intenseiv the sane
sematios whien he secs almost the whole Christian world desola-
,ied by an evil more deadly than tile Superstition of others, where
the iio! worshipped is a uew fangled system, the high.priest,-self,
a.l the sactifice geaec, nsit'-, and l 'e the very essentials of our
1:ly reEdu-And surely it is tihe duty of every humble and
rational believer te expose, as he has op#ort»4ity, the presumption,
ansd abo ve ail, the dangeer of moulding the Wo<irdf God to party
n*ud svi:.h end, oftenching for sound doctrine what the apostles
of Jesus never heard of, azd by stirring up to groundless fears, and
excting to the rore than useless rescarch Dfter the day and heur
qof c·> .ersion, of deprivizig sincere though iveak believers of the
'os.;satons ofmrlgon.

If the perusal of the above imperfect strictures upon a very im-
portant sal'eet should place 'only one individual more upon bis
guari when ho hears the Scriptures boldly a4duced as undoubted

of party doctrines, and'be instrumental in exciting but one
to prove aIl things, and to hold fast that which is good," the

Writer will deen Limuselfabundantly rewarded.
AUDITOR
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Se v. Sir, ..
I was sorry to find by s pararaph in the soth No.

4f tlie Sentinel, taken from the London Standard, that infidelity
!:d nan raised its demon lcad, anud that it is now stalking
t brsugh tie land so openly, that the Society for Promotinr Chris-
anr Knowledze lins felt ilself called upon to make an appeal te

ail truc Christians for centributions, to enable them to reprint
large editions of books and tracts adapted te existing circui-
st-inces, in order to'counteract these dreadful doctrines. From
tie contributions already received, (£13 6 7 1 is.) we see that the
riçliius part of the coinmunity are not backward ia advancinfg
t e , good cause," and it is to he iped that these excellent pub-
licatioss, thrè'v'gi the blessing of God, mnay be the means of stop-
ping the mouth of the infidel and blaspherer.

It is really a matter of great surprise to ne, how men wholave
the snallest pretensions to education and rcsearcb, (if there are
i'deed an! such-aonnsg them) can be sa ignorant cf the writings
nf man'f our best authors, as to deny, or eeen qnestion what has
been so ably discussed and clearly proved over and over again,
6n ihe fist men of tbe age-1 mea; the authenticity of the Holy
mersptures,

In fact, froi a candid consideration of the character and*hab'
of very mauY who profea unbelief and cal thendelves fre'
thinkers,/the' greater numbe' will probably be found to have <1
ceived thçmselves, or to bearting a part todeceive others. Te'ir
characters are-a compound of licentiousness, ignorance and YE
nity i they arc quite profigiat'e enough to wish to be infidelI, to
ignorant however to be so fron conviction, and nevertheless'
ficiently vain te wish to appear to be unbelievers, because thel
think a profession of unbelief supposes an understanding above
the common level. The doubts of these men are those f lie'
tiousuess, not of unbelief; it is their licentiousness which drot
caused their doubts, and not their doubts that gave rise t*
iheir licentiousness, it is to their passions and not to their doubtI
that they are in bondage: they attack religion because ils awfu
truths stand opposed te their vicious indulgencies: they hait
neither investigated the alleged difficulties, nor the strong and à*
tisfactory proofs of religion: in fact they hale it, for how 1i. i
possible for them to love their own coudemnnation ?

In order to check the rise and progress of such a class ofInen'
we ought to shun and despite thein; by that means they will be
deprived of the deplorable glory after which they seek; from the
moment they are despised and avoided,unbeliefwill be morae
among us; and the sane vanity which prompts them to av<l<
their scepticism, will soon indure then to conceal il, when if'
picty shall imeet with the disgrace which it merits.

As to the writings of tho:e ncu, who have endeavored to over-
tura th-e foundation of our faith, and who deny sa[% ation, and the
promises made to our foref4thers-they have ail been ably 31"
swered and refuted; the lumerous objections* contained intbern
against Christianity removed, and the contradictory doctrinlb!t
proposed by the most einiîent opposer. of revelation in order to
.evade the reception of the Scriptures as a standard of belief
" pointed out." The absurdity of their notions is well expo,9d
in the following compeudium executed by the author ef the

Conuoisseur" (one of those nuinerous coi :ections of periodiC5î
essays. which reflect su mnuch houar on British literature); Wh(
has thrown together a fewif the principal tenets beld by free'
thinkers under the titie of

l The Unbelievers Creed."
I elieve that there i uno God, but that imnatter is God, and

God is matter ; and that il is ne matter whether there is a God
or no.

I I believe that the world was not made ; that the world made
itself; and that it had nu beginning: that it wili last for ever,
world without end.

" I believe that man is a beast i that the soul is the body, 0d
that the body is the soul; and that afier death there is neither
body nor soul.

" I beliete that there is no religion : that natural religion is the
ooiy religion, and that ail religion is unnatural.

I believe not in Moses; I beLieve in the First Philosophy i

a The late excellent Pishop Horne, opwards of forty years ago, "hn
speaking of the disingenu1ty of iafldeIl in bringing forward objectioub agi'
the Scriptures has the foltowing remarks:-" lcany and painful are the re-
searches usually necessary tbe l, made, for settling points of this kind. PF'
ness and ignorance may ask a question in three lines, which, wilI cost learl
ing and ingenuity thirty pages to ansver. When 'this is donc, the sar
question shall be triumphantly asked again the next year, as if nothing a
ever been written upon the subject. And as people in general, for one ea
son or other like-short objeetions better than long answers, in this mode of
disputation (if it. can te styled sVeh) the odds must ever be against us: sn
ve must be content with those of our friends, who have honesty and erudi-
tion, candour and patience to study botb sides of the question."-Lette

7's
Infdelity, page 82.

t A work has lately appeared entitled " Difficulties of Infidelity" by
S. Faber, D.D. The learned author has therein most forcibly poita
out the difficulties and contradictions of that systern, and cleaily prred-tb,,
they far exceed the alleged difficulties attendant upon Cbristianity. "i"
savs he. •t results this plain and self-evident conclusion, that since Inf$4
lit~y is encumbered 4y more aqtd geater dipcuUies, than Christian'>'I
adopt the InfJdel system evinces more credulity than to adopt the
sysem."--I would strongly recomend this work to ail young men


