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VARIETIES.

AN IltON MÀN.-Launceston, Tasmania, can
boast of being thie first town which has pro.
duced an iron man who cari walk like bis breth-
ren in fleshli wthoîît the aid of steam. The cu-
rious piece of mechauism we voter to le the in-
vention of bMr. Horniburg, a mechanical engi.
neer. The figure, which le dresged as a fot-
inan, la 2 feet 10 iuches ln he-ight, and weigbis
160 pounds. Its action arisea fromt the power
of a spriug concealed in its iuside, whiclh en-
ables it to wnik with the greatest case aud
'wheel a man's peranibulator before it. With
the assistance of an ingenious piece of mechi-
anisni, an cccentric motion is obtained, which
by the he]p of levers causes the legs to a-cend
aud descend, simiilar tn the walking movemients4
of a humnan hein g The autoinatou bias been
exhibitcd at the local Mechanic' Institut.-
Coion, IVool and Ir-oi.

Tus ,-UNITrEiD SrArEs A~v-tappears
froin the annual report issued by General Shier-
mn that the rear of exceeding the lihit of
g,000, fixed hy Iaw, ortbe ditlculty of eulisting
nmen, hias kept the armny below what the hionour
or the nccessity of the country demands, and
the General very earnestly advises that the Iiinit
be chauged tu 80,000 muen, flot with the expec-
tation of reaching that number, but to epproxi.
mate it, sud inike the arm)y morpe efficient with.
out material increase of cost. The experience
o! nations gemerally demonstrates that ouly 66
per cent. of an organized armiy eau be had for
actual field service, and, as experience lias also
proved that 25,000 soldiers are nceded for the
wants o! the United States, a liumber is asked.,
for which will produce that result. «encrai
Sherman states that at present the sou(liers are
overworked ; the companies are too snuall for
discipline or decent appearan ce, sud he con-
aidera that the army bas earned by actual ser-
vice this atnount or cousideration froin the
country. He p1aes the actual strengtiî of the
arnuy at 588SSlne officers and 17,293 enliiatd
men-in ail 18,881. Other detachimeuts, not
available for actual frontier duty, swell the total
to 2.163 officers sud 23,024 eulisted mnen. The
«enerai adds certain recornmeudations lu the
report with a view te sccuring greater efflciency
in the troops.

FooD AD)ULTEATION.-JUSt at this tiMe
tbere is a commotion in Paris over the discoveny
that nearly every article o! food which will ad-
mit o! doctoring le aduiterated. A series o!
-analyses were made at the municipal laboratory,
the resuits of which firat diew attention to the
matter. 0f 62 samples o! butter only Il were
found to be pure, 25 beiug described as " pas.
sable," and 26 as absolutely bad; of 31 samples
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of fleur oniy 18 were unadulterated ; and pure
f ound cotie was the exception, not the rule.eppeIr showed the vilest atlulteration, 'l the
seepings of the large sholis" beit.g a !req ucut
ingredient, sud only cite sanîiffe ini thmcie being
what it lpretoiîe.d te ha. This is bad enough
oui the Parisians, but it is weiI knlown that thle
aystein of adultleratiîîg food îrovaiie iin this
countrv aise,. 1Th.1articlti of pawdemid sigar is
in niaiîy instances uîixeîl with flour. To obtain
the proof ut thi4-which is fainilier to hans4e-
keeVpers-lt je only n eccsssry toeudrop a i.poonful
of t le so-ralled sugar into a glass of watt-r,
whivh it wiii seuil whiten to the colon o! milk.
But flîîur is a heirtmle.as ingredit-ut. If uottîing
worse were put ileour food wu woulil et lost
e.4ri;e the chances of being injurcd in hoaith.
À greet dciii lias beau said aud written nasinst
the ohînoxions practice with but littie tfeet. It
will iies-ar liae supprsmsed iiutil afttr the passage
oftel u laws as eau aud -will ieha igorously an-
forcedl.

SONmI-îmruN(o more ithan hait a century ago,
a a wi-r inithe clvwusi'giintht-n

di-d at nwtuhm t iia îî1gqî of îiaiy. eighity
yî-ers, ait inîlividui w lioiie cxoeiitrie.ity coiisibtod
in Olie fiet, l iai t ha iewis every tii in iiturn
nald iot h i g long, bu t that hliwis alî i h it lie
diii evarytlîimg coîitinîially, sud that what hu
diii ho diii îs-,l.I. i je uore diiicult intdocd ta
bas' what liv dîid nt do thîmu wiit lie did. lie
was tiitor, litiérateur, pliîy;writcr, toliognîîpler,
farnjer, iîgricil tîîrist, lan iL *drai lier, iuiigistrate,
81urLtiiiuî, jiigilist., ditier-out, Clergyman, lia-
rouet, and clinom a tcatli-drail ,lie usas algn
ail orator, andî the fouimder of two Loudu ozi nea.

pai ms ui linahly lie liad in ii iiu omîthiug
of the solier. Se tliet, althîouglî lie je mow for-
gotten, even in uituai L-iity ut E ssox te which
lie was really al greait bviiefactor, Sir HIenry Bitte.
1) iiiiy ili îit hi îînîhiouî icedi0oua ot thin m st
extraonuiiuîary men wlioi the List or the lireseut
cemtuylais poiiceîi. \Vitiîrespect toelis siili
in the 'mcio oart ot suif-iletiîice, ', ai seX
frieiîd givîs tie folloaju- .stor3y-'zmongst iîis
othel il' coqiil)uli.ïl)lllelt4, lie la said teu lias-abeau
a mnîst .skiiliîL ugilist, anil ri nueînber a story
tol Ill a grealt iîally yeuîrs ago by au old tarmiior
lit Bradiwiîll. whIst diivilig out 0oua day witli
Lady Dudley iin lus cariagi-, lie fourni taîlt
with bis coaclimaiî, and, 0on the minuanswirig
soni hwiat inîpairtiiîot3iy, lie said , Get dowiî
troun the box, l'Il gis-o you a suumîultiîresiig 1I
Ou ptEcccediuug te axecute lus tiîreat, the Coaîch-
mari put hîmacît juitoanauattitude of defeuice, sud
tbey bial a ' set-to' by the roiuiiide. After a
whiile Ladly Dudley elainud,' My dean, dom't
hutrt the pur inîtu ;' wlieu SirlHenry, having
uncxpectedly touuid ]is match, callcd ont, 'Con.
fouuîd kni, 1 would, but 1 ca&'t, ouy dear l' "
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