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- THE GOXE-BEFORE.
“ALAS! wo are prono.to sav:
#2 We have fallen on ovil hours,”
- Whona iiponcd spirit fonts away -
~'Like thie broath of the fading flowers, .
~And 8 seod on tho wing: of w dying day,

I borne 1o the heavenly bowses !

- Yet toil hag a.,_rifhk_ to rest, .
“oAnd the wearied n Fight ta'go, .
And Lavo has n right to save tho bost
From the woeight af tha couting blow. ' .
: \} © gag0.on tha joys of the parted Blossed
Through the tears of a selish wou.

*Ti2 blood. not tears, shonld fall

Q’er the brave whae breathe no more.

For emply the brench in the ernmbling wall
Which they manueid in the days of vore.
And who shsll respond to the trumpet-eall
To rescue the banner they bore ?

Can the warrior nme anrvey )
How the distant combat wanre ?
Tt himn loarn to wait—uor rashly sny
‘That the valiant have left vo heirs—
Tul he watel the deeds of the changing day
From a crowning height liko theirs;
Till the smoke of the fray )
Shall have velled away
On the breathe of their answered prayers.
: . R. R.

- THE DOUBLE W I[DOWHOOD.

IN FOUR CHAPTRRS.—<ITAPTER NI

Trr next twa years of Mrs. Armour's life were singularly
penceful and cheerful.  Her school was thriving, her children
“:ell und happy, while, for the first time since she was mar-
ried, there was nothing on her mind—no seeret anxiety wear-
ing her down. v : ‘ N

_And now it was that the schoolmaster thought of maturing
his plan for crushing oppusition, and for triu;hp]mml\' bring-
ing the enemy over to Lis own side. ‘ ’ )

VS ve - - - B §

Civil wars have been brought to n close, rent kingdoms ro-
stored, deeply seated fewlds have been healed by o process siri-
lar to that contemplated by Mr. Holiday, 1 Rose
were blended in the persons of Elizabeily a
nand and Isabella joined kingdoms when thev joined hands ;-
and the young and interesting members of the - houses nr
Mentague and Capulet meant to extinguish their ancient |
enmity in the same way, had not a teazic fate stepped i to
prevent it: so thet the man of authority. had many prcﬁ :
cedents to encourage him, and went furward nothing donbiing,
Surprised, thercfore, was the schoulmaster when the Tady saiil
+No. Co

Perbaps it was the man who was not atirective in Mrs.

The rival Roses
nd Henry; Ferdi-

Armour's eves, perhaps the state of matrimony, perhaps both ; -
but it was as we have written, und the poor man returned to |
his dwelling looking more glum than cver, It would not be:
matter for astonishment if Mr. Holiday was a few degrees shar- |
per and shorter than usual with his young friends for the next
two or three davs to come. : ;

Ten years had revolved, and the anniversary of the dav on
which George Armonr had crossed bis threshold had come .
round. It was a Sunday—a - midsammer Sanday morning, -
still and hushed. Except pethaps a labouring-man tn.kim;kzi
turn ronnd his garden, and for ence bending his back, nof of

‘ necessity, but to admire Liis flowers, so rich and i'mz'm’ut,, oral

- horse being taken to a pend 1o drink, all was quict and tran-
quil. The seft air madc a gentle motion among the corn in
the blade, and blew the dust from the green gfossv.lmvcs ofz»
the roadside hedges; the insects were out in the sun: and the |
birds—what glad. rleg, littie, Hght-headed creatures they are -
(30 inndsome, and one would think they knew it), with their
throats full of song, and their pin-headed eyes glancing hither
and thither like specks of Uving jet. )

By and by, the country-people, as the villagers eall them, !
come dropping in; young Dlooming women with showy ribe
bons, and flowers round their faccs of a hoe which east cven '

the carnation of their checks into the shade ; sebered<down ®

matrons, whose dressy days arc over, with chubby tanned
children keeping close behind them @ these enter the churok,
and take their eeats ; while their fathers, husbands, and |
brothers stand abant cutside, talking, till they see the minis- |
ter go in.  One or two carriages, severnl gizs, and two or three |
carts—the last with cushions improvised by stuffing sacks |

with straw—drive into the village, and =end “their orcupants l

to join the stream slowly flowing churchward., From corners |

of the village creep forth the aged poor—always more conrpi- |
cuous in a country church than in 4 town gne—the men with
lyart haffets and staff, and the coats which have gone in and
out of the chest and the faxhion for so many long years ; and
ithe Mitle bent round-shouldered old women, with big black
bonnets—affueciingly decent—of o long-zone-by date, worsted
shawlis, and Lunchy umbrcllas.  From helow thick white bor- |
ders, ihe little face of age peeps, scamed and withered. One
wonders how it has fared with them on their leng rough pil

grimage ; whether they have softened and mellowed, or grown
hardened and embittered, since the time when they found
their feet fast in mortal shoes, where there is no putiing off
except in that dark and narrow passage they must enter so
soon. ' S ' :

At last the congregation are all in.  The rich have got set-

tled in thelr curhions~God knows they don’t always recline.

on roses cither, mnch ws they are sumetimes envied ; the
gentlemen bave disposed of theichats, and deaswn their fingoers
through their hair; the ladics have spread their skirts
roomily, opened their richly-bound Bibles, and Lave in hand
their cut—crystal gold-stoppered  smelling-bottles ready for

a ‘case of drowsiness ; it being - bad manners to. sleep in
church. L E : .

. "The poor have unwreapjped their Bibles from white handker-
vhiefs, and laid their roses, swect-william,. southernwaod, on
the book«board, posics which (barring the southernwood) shed
a perfume siuch as no. bottle on the Queen's toilet-table could
rival.: There were plenty of middle-class peoplé algo, intelli-
gent and sobersminded, Mrs. Armonr was presént too, It
would have been something extraprdinary if. she or her ¢hild-
ren had Leen missed from their accustomed geat. The win-
dowsof the church were all down, and the psalin—sung heartily,

- if not seientifically~foated out to join the universal hymn.of

-

e

nature. o S o e
The text:was read and the sermon bcgun’,‘ when an unusual

incidentiocenrred. . e LT

. 'The beadle was seen stepping np o passage on onc side of

the charch; in the manuer which he supposed least likely to.

[ attract attention, but which set all:the; children below, and
still more thosge in the opposite gallery, who hud Lim fully

‘under their

s conzeience did not.

P vah

{every dye nnder heaven,

'as et or o bird ho

: stant ejectment, . Bub
4 nojiwhenshe arrived at Mrs, Armour's seaty lie ‘nudged -the

‘person sitting ‘at the: foot ol it, and whispered a few words §:
that individusl nudged and whispered: the next; and:so”on
till the message’ Feached Mrs, Armour, when, the seat being:
narrow, five: people rege and stood in’ the aikle tlishe got

oyes, wondering whether it

wanted to cateh for'the ‘purpose of in

out, . much wondering what she could "possibly.be wanted
for. - 0 : S ; e
CEIES agentleman wantin' tae speak . tae ye, MrsoArmour,
said the beadle, ' Sec! and he pointed to Mrs, Armour's
‘house, ¢ there's n-post-chaise at your door., I'm thinking he
would come in it - . . ' '

And as he'stopped speaking, Jeanie saw her old Edinburgh
acquaintance, Mr, Boyd, make his appearance from round the
corner of the church,  Ie eawme up to her, tooking rather
sheepish ‘ : '

‘1 daresay, Mrs. Armour) he wegan, fye’ll wonder what's
brought me here on a Sabbath forencon ; but the fact is, an
auld friend enm in upon us yestreen very nuexpected; ha's
Leen long abroad, an’ this iz hiz ain country ; sae nacthing
wad ser’ him but he maun be out the dny. He's noin very
gude health, an’ that maks folk restless, ye kenl?

Mr. Boyd had run en thus far with a kind of nervous rapi-
dity, and Mrs, Armour felt surprised that he had called her
aut of the church for such a reason: they might have waited
till the service was over, she ' thought. :

Mr. Bayd went on again': ¢ It's ten years sin' he's been at
hame, Mrs. Armour,’—glancing at her black dress—tan’ it's
just ten years sin’ I idna Ken how tae tell ye thai your gude-
man had left ye; an' now'—he motioned his hand towards the
chaise. N ' :

‘Somcebady that knew George,' said Mrz, Armour, Vif ho
has anythinyg good to tell of him, he will be welcome in-
deed?

They had got nearly close to the earringe-door, when a head
was put out, and there, baggard, thin, and bLlanched, Jeanie
again saw her husband's handsome face ! She stood fixed to
the ground, :

He said : ¢ Jeanie, will yu take me in?

Al that she could gather strongth to say was, ¢ Yes!?

The elderly ladies, her kinswomen, her promise to them,
amd her own wrongs, were atl alike forgotten at that moment
Here was her husband probably destitute, apparently dving,
and she did not see any other course apen to her. Mr, Boyd
was close beside her. He had expected that she would fint,

¢ or scream, or do something out of the ordinary way ; so, greatly

relieved, he patted her on the shoulder and =aid - * That's a
woman.’ i

This vemark of his, or rather exclamation, cmbodied the en
tire philosophy and explanation of the thing @ none of s men

could have done it ; but women, as Mr, Bovd suid to himself,

as he took a turn along the road after secing them into the
. B

Lonse—* women are curious beings; it's a nuestion now but !
" she makes more of him than if he had stayed at home all t!
~time and done bis duty?

However, greatly pleased with the issue of his journey, he
soon re-entered the chalse, and left them to themsclves.

¢ Now, our readers—at least the feminine pertion of thon—

" ari sure that we have nothing more to say than that Grorge |
Armour returned home a wiser and a better man s that naiive |

air and good nursing restored him to healtli; and that he did
all that in him lay to atone to his wife aond children for past
misconduct. - We shall see. C

But how bhad these ten years hoen spent?

CHATTER IV,

Dewise vight vears, he had been tossing from one State of
the American Union to another, sometimes working indus-

triously, anid hoarding his wages penurionsly, then hending |

with the vile, and losing both his senses and Lis money in in-
toxication and rivt ; having to stand the wild and wickes jests

of the crew he was among, upon the latter loss, which they |
This tioubled him, but his '’

distress,
tegret for anything he had done, o

knew gave him sore

was doing, he did not know, except when sin brought |

suffering on him in his own persen.  On the contrary, he
himself upon the fact that he was nat so bad as some

others.
Then came the news which roused oll the more intelligent

Cand adventurous Blackeunrdism of the workd,

There was gold in California, gold to be had for the lifting.

. At the first blush of this intelligence, George Armour, in com- |
: pany with bands of the reckless and the wivked, set out for

the Iand of gold, Gold! zold! already he folt his bands
clutching it, his fingers closing on it.
every city of Europe set in for the golden centre. The multi-
tudes dwelt in tents, Toents are raggestive of an age of inno-
cenve and wandering shepherdadife, or of a wellsdrilled and
disciplined military arrayv—but these tents sheltered erima of

He gathered gold; he dmnk ; he gambled, and went gold-
secking again. This life of alternate exposure und riot
began . to tell on his constitution, originally strong, and
which, in a different courre of conduct, and with ordinary
care, might have served him o the utmost limits of man's
life. ‘ :

It was rough nursing’ any onc got at the diggings; and
even the necessaries of life, in no long time, roge to an enor-
mons price.  So, shaken as he was, George Armour resolved
to try his Inck once again ; and if he snceeeded, to keep his

-own counsel and his gold, and muke for home. Hewas lucky,

even beyond his expectations; and he no rooner landed [in
Tengland than he embarked his eapital in freightinga ship with
the stores most needed at the gold-ficlds. By this venture, ha
became rich. - - SR o

IIe hung ahout England for a time, but not gelting betber—
but, if anything, mther worse~he cume to. Edinbuargh, amdl
consulted medical men there.” They told him that, by strict

temperance and regularity, he might have a chance for hix

life ; hut that otherwise, it wus ‘all over. with him. I it i«
come to that, thought he, I muy as well go home, Thix thought

“Ted him' to seek Mr. Boyd, and iniquire of him as to his wife's
.whereabouts ; and hencee his arriving, ag we have seen,al her

door on that Sunday forenoon.

1T he hatd any feeling of shame

nt r‘xlnl, whun he entered his

‘wife's home, it-wns very fuint indeed.  He still believed -in

himiell a3 being s much better man thanmany he had known ;
and 'when heasked Joanic if ‘whe-would iake him in, it was
more by way of saying something of an introductory kind,
than that he thought it was a neecessary question, Fe had no

doubt that she would only he Loo glud to sce him again; and.

“Thogave her a sketch of his history, not containing any of Lio. .
-more glaring factg, which (we have- only hinted -at;-but filled:
infwith sundrey cock-and-bull slories, caleulated to leave the.
impression that: he was tather an exemplary character than
othorwise—which indeed was hig own convictioni " & ¢
L. She believed his-account ; but in a fow days found that, -
whntever of ‘hiardship lic had undergane, he had returned the
same seliishand exacting man ; and that i€, as he satd, he had
made money, he was determined to part with as little of it ny
possible, o T ‘

The school had to be given up; he contd not bear it.  Miss
Tlogle and Miss Eldee instantly stopped their asnuity.  Mias
Rogle jusisted on it, although Miss Elder, left to -hersalf,
~wonld gladly have continucd it ; so Jennic was reduced to the
allowanee which her husband doled out {o heras £ it had been
hig life's blood; living in a place like that ought, he said, to
cost next Lo nothing. :

Even in his wealk state, he fiellt the life he war condemned
to lead irksome to n degree.  His children, although told that
hewas their father. did not feel naturnl affection for iim—they

“rather instinctively distiked him : he saw this, and imagining
them 1o be spies upon him, generally sent them from the voom,
anct they were glul to go. ; ' ’

Neither was he looked upon by the public with an overs
fricndly ey ; he found people generally shy of bis approaches.
There was one exception, however; a man of the name of
MColl, whom he hnd known intimalely in early life, and
whom he now found established in the Joeality ns a lnwyer in
nsmall way, e did not bear a high character in the dirtrict;
was mean of soul, and grasping.  But George, even'if he had
been inelined, could not afford to be particulnr; and when he
got a pony, M'Coll accompanicd him in his rides, and exerted
himself in many ways to beguile the time which hang so
heavy on his hands, The entire change from his former hinbits
to tewmperauce nud regularity, brought about a lull in his

The tloating senm of

Georgge Armonr was not Lehimd, s

disense, although it was short-lived,

Jeanie bore with his bad temper, watehed his stithtest wish,
and devoted herself to him by day and night, with small
thanks on his part, for he never said, and probably never
thought, that she did enowggh, He clung to Tife, but at last
his malady assumed such an aspect that he conld not disguise
from himself that Hife was ebbing from bim ; he bad been ac-
cnstonseid to shut his oyes to consequences so long, hawever,
fand took ot things in sach a distorted lght, that it was not
Hkely his senses shonbd begin to serve him carvectly now,
when the vacnity of mind aod torpor indueed Ly disense
socotuded his efforts in enltivating thut total apathy which he
called resignation to fute. Sometimes he upbeaidad bis wife
for not locking wore chvevil; <t for M-Coll, he did not
know what e would do ¢ oasfor Grorge and Betsey, she had
{ lieonglit them up 1o forget they haad a father: if she wished to
o out, she necd not punish thew by sonding them to ook
1ter him, hie could get MeColl when he wanted cemypany,
Mol knew what & man wanted ;o he did not come in witha
face as long as the steeple ) and so on,

It toado him, or perhags rather Lis disense, justice an ont-
break of this Kind way oniy oceasional ; for the st part, he
was quict apd passive,

The greater hiz debility beonms, M Coll's attontions groew
thée more constant, U1 at dast he was o daily visitor, aid even,
when it beeame necessary, jinsisted on relieving Mrs, Armonr
by taking turns of ritting up at night with him,  Jonnie did
not much like MColl, Lut she had no choice, and =0 far as
futigne was concerned, the relicf was most weleowmae., Al
theugh, how this man shonld tie himself, hane by hour, to the
sick-bud of & wenk, querulons man, evidently dying, whe had
not «xen the claim of relstionghip on him, was more than she
ecoulil aceount for: certainty, she thought, he must he a Kind-
bearted man in realify, although she conld net like him, and
woubl have preferred another sort of companion for hoer Lius-
brnd's last dieys.

It wag not Yong, however, bufore the riddle wus read o her
very plainly snd mther anexpectadly,

One day, George scomed o e more excited than usual,
and tald his wife that he expectid Mol in the cvening, and
Uihat she might go to bed as ecarly as she liked, fur he wonld
not want anything, and she wauld be the bettor for a seund
: 5"!,"1‘{1,

It is amazing baow Gint a broath will blaw into hife the

embirs of dying affection,  These latter words of Geonge Ar-
Drgone's fell upon the weary, ernshod spirit of his wife like dew
upon the withered grass. Her love for her husbund was jnst
S abont wxpiving of shecr starvation, and alie grasped at these
words as if her ingenuity condd make nomial of than,  Poor
creature, o little was she nccustomed (o any considoration
from this gquarter, that these fine words, which anybody inight
have said rom mere humanity, setaally brichtened her eye,
and wade her step lighter, I was a brief fdutwer of hopr—
. thiat vight she sounded the depths of her husband's heartloss-
e ‘
Trus {a his appointment, M:Coll eame, and Jeanis cbserved
fin him thet slight, and, ou the part of the individonl, opeon-
fseious difference of manner which distinguislies the pereon
huving businexs in view, from the game person with thonghts
wholly free.  Jeanie was not what is ealled a sharp, clever
woman, far less a jenlous, suspicions one; yel she could uot
hulp thinking there was something more than asual to take
place belween these two men, '

Her hueband, for the suke of thorough ventilution, aeeupied
the largest roomn in the house—nob very large after all—she
herself slept in what wag little inore than a hole in the wall
opening frem this apartment, and was in the habit of lraving
her door half open, that she might hear readily, and be in-
stanily on the nlert if wanted, ‘

© As had been proposed, she had gone early Lo bed; but owing
to her thouglhta wandering over many things, it was long be-
fore she slept; however, sleep at last she did, She was a light
sleepir at any time, aml now it was nol long beforo she sud-
denly awoke, owing to the glare of a candle being shed over
her fuce ; it was just at the moement, however, that it wan be-
ing withdrawn, and she snw MColl in the net of moving away
with it in his band.  We erogsed the room to George’s bedside,
and she heard him say ¢ She's as sound as a top.!  Yler enrio-
sily was excited, and raising hersolf gently on hier elbow, she
listened, the door being turned round on it binges, she could
see through the interstice. . George wan sitting up in bed
with. nn inexplieable expression on hig thin wasted fuce,
Jeanie gazed at him with & fecling of profonnd and - unutter-
able pity. Many times, ag she had snt watching him, her
heart had gprung to her lips, and hee feelings nearly burst
forth’; -but knowing the’ stinging repulse sho wus likely to
ieel, she kept them to herselll . But the nfternoon’s. gleam of
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