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' Ay, by the board of the Prophet, if
shall be our vow P' cried the crowd with
0110 Coimmon accord, whilo loud accla-
matiois woin t up roi their nidst.

" Then I leave you ta the direction of
the oflicers who have boon selected ta
appoint the separate points af rosis-
t:mnce," said the uiler ; anid, accompan-
ied by his horal, he rod away.

Ero nightfall, the city was put ii a
complota state of defnce against any
advanec of the enomy ; and the citizens
with ane accord woro firml in their de-
cision of resistance to the end.

Leavinig the crowd, Achmnet Hlassan
rode homeward. Entering bis castle,
lie sought his daugh ter's apartnent.
Ilis pale, anxious face alarmed Zoraida.

")earest father, are you ill ?" she
cried, springing towards him, and twin-
ing lier Soft armis about his neck.

l Not in body, mny child, but at heart;
for thora is great and imminent danger
throatening our City. King Alphouso
is rapidly advancing over the nana-
tains, with his band of mon; and his
fleot now lies in our oliter harbaur. My
beart tells me that Cadiz is doomed, that
the Christian conjqueror will force her
ta surrender; and Zoraida, my darling
child, I cannot protect you fron the
scenes of war which it vill b ouir lot ta
witness, aven should our lives b spared
to tell the tal.e of our degradation."

The girl drew ler father ta a seatq;
.and knoeling down beside him, said,
while lier own heart sank in alarm:

'Let us nuo grow despondeut, my
sire ! Oui city is )yell protected, and
we may repal the invader."

The Prophet grant it, Zoraida P'
said th foor, tenderly placing his
hand upon his daughter's had, and
sinoothing the blacl. masses of hair
away from lier forebad. " Zoraida,"
lie said, " Looking into'your eyes, the
face of yoam dleid mother comas back ta
Ile at this moment, as she was at your
age, the light of my eycs, and the star
of my home. IKnow you, mny daughter,
that you aire called the most beautiful
of all the ladies in Cadiz, ani your Siro's
heart will, Crc long, grow jealous at the
approach of saen noble suîitar for your

Zoraida's heart boat tumultuously at
lier father's words. What if he had
read lier secret? But, vailing har dark

ayes bonath their long ltshes, she made

" There is not nuch fear, mny Sire,
that you will part fron me soon. Nona
visit our castle hvo could find favotir in
my cyas. So you will have me ta your-
self this many a year," she added, smil-
ing.

" My hcart tells me otherwise, daugh-
ter 1" said Achiet Hassan. " But I
ain gloomy to-iight. I will not longer
tolerato such saddening thoughts. In
preparations for the delonce of Cadiz, I
will banish thein ; and now i. muust
leava you. Did I tall thee, child, that
two officers of the Christian vessel lying
in our harbour bore thither to.day prof.
fers of amnesty if I would yield up the
city ? Bit that wcre impossible. The
proud Moor can never lay his neck ba-
neath the foot of his eneny ; therofore
we nmust prepare for the coinmng con-
test. Allah and the Prophet send us
strength te drive the foc fron Cadiz !"

CHAPTER III.

UPoN the dOck of his vessel, which had
tain in siglit of the city since moring,
paced the young Christian officer, Ray-
nard Gonsalvo. His stop was quick and
nervous ; and upon his face rested a
troubled, anxious look. It was no won-
dor that the heart of Zoraida, the Gov-
erinor's Claughter, was attracted ta-
wards the handsome young Christian,
whom she had met while walkng upon
the Plaza ana evening, scarce a nonth
before. His figure was tall, well-pro-
portioned, and firmly knit. His nid-
night hair, and the curling moustache
of the same hue which curved the cor-
ners of his firmly-cut mouth, well bc-
came the deep, rich olive hue of his
face. Within his deep, black eyes now
slumbored an anxious look; and upon
his face rested a troubled expression.
Pausing in his rapid walk, lie exclaim-
cd:

"I must sec lier to-night, and warn
ber of the coming danger I I Can, and
ImuLst, rescue from all harm, this beauti-
fuli, brilliant Zoraida-Gom of Cadiz-
ta whase charms my beart bas beau
madly bowed in worship since the ove
We met I"

Aproaching an officer who stood at
the fuirther end of tho' deck, lie said :


