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"The Caradian iron ores were examined with great care and attention by' the
agents of 11usia ; il seemei to stn'îke then with wonder that such prodigious
sources should be found in any country but their own, and the public in gen-
eral, without taking into consideratin the question of its present application
to profitable uses, seened to regard tie great beds of inagnetic oxide as na-
tional magazines iniwhich was storedti up a vast anount of naterial indispen-
sable to lthe comfort and progress of nankind, whicht it is always satisfatory
to the inlabitants of a country to know i wiithin th Ieir reach and control,
should circunstances arise to render its application expedient or neces-
sary."

it nay be weil iere to mention tbe existence, on the siores of Lake lIIu-
ron, at the location of the Wallace Mite, of important deposits of specular
iron, baving in the vein, il is aid, a width of fift.een feet, and containing 68
per cent of netallie iron. This lode would yield 20 tons of metallic iron per
cubie fathiom, or, at a breadthi of 1-2 feet, 40 tons for every fathom forvarl
by a fathom vertictal. So also in the township of Macnab there ik a bed 25
leet in thickness of this ore, containing 23 per cent of pure metal.

To return, iowever, to the bed of' magnetic iron ore in Belnont, Iar-
mora and Madoc, in the rear of Belleville. Athhougi four to five tons of
excellent pig iron per day have been made at the larmora iron Works,
even so far back as 1850, yet the production lias been far fron what it might,
and, indeed, oughtt to have bven- Charcoal is the fuel employed, and it is
well known that this material ik adnirably adapted for smelting purposes, and
with good ore vields an iron of excellent quality. The chief.diliculties of
carrving on extensive mirîning operations aniong the wonderfully rich beds of
the townships before nameid inay be simply statud in two words,' fuel' and
roads.' Both of tiese diiiculties are fast vani,bing ; and recent events in-

spire a iope that the time has now arrived when miîing industry will rapidly
extend iîelf over tiho>e renarkable towniips which ie between Matthedash
Bav and Kingston, at the junction of' the fossiliferous and the unfossiliièrous
rocks of Canada.

Let us now review lie position of tlie incipient mîtining districts of that
long stretch of country.

Iron ore in great abundance, of renarkable ritimess and purity, and cas-
ily accessible in its place, exits in certain townships within 30 miles of a
railway, and at the terminu of a projected railvay- in Be1hntont, Marnora,
Madoc. &c. &c. Forest trees, ainply sufltient for the production of all the
charcoal likely to be requirl for somte years, exikts within available diktance
fron the ore beds ; water power of great extent can be secured ainost on
the spot, yet still the great ore beds are not worked to any degree corres-
pondiing to the advantages they seem to offer, and nainly fron the want of a
suitable supplY of chîeap fuel, cheap provisions, and cheap means of commun-
ication vith Lake ports. The nev circurnstances in vihich this country lias
been placedi by the construction of railways during the past year, do not only
seem likely to revive the interest and importance formely attacIed t te
.Marmora iron w'orks and the vast iron deposits of that region of country, but
they promise to increase them to an extent before unthought of.

This great mining region lies at present upon the ouitskirts of the settled
parts of the country. North of it extends a wilderness for many hundred


