
that it would assure her darling " sister" of the continued love
of Charles, and awaken in her fond heart unmingled delight ;
but in Mary's distressed and anxious countenance, site noticed
ov ifs perusal.affeted her, and cagerly sie took ihe leter firo

ihe trembling hand which ffired it-Vhat can my brother mcan
said she, after she lid read it ?-How changed-How unlike
the enthusiastic devotedness which ever characterised his af-
fection for you-and fien, as she saw M\Iary's agonized expres-
sion, site endcavoured to coifort ber, with ail the tenderness of
lier nature-She coniured ber to remember the many years of
uninterrupted happiness tley acd spent togelber, when Charles
iras ever affectionate and ardently attached to her ; she remind-
cd lier of tlie many proofs oCf is love, which sie had reccived,
and assurcd her that there must be somc cause of whici they
were not aware, whic haCd thIus straigely altered him. And then
as Mary called to mind the scenes of lier youth vhen her failli-
fui nmeory portrayed the unnumbered instances, when lhis overy
word, look and-l action evincel bis deep, forvent affection, and
wIen site rememnbered Ithat lis conduct had not i. any in]stance
been marked by change or sickness, it was hlie more inexpli-
cable, and she deternined, with aH hlie excusing indulgence
ofrwoman's nature, te take no notice of tiis alleration ; and ber
reply was affectionate and tender as lier letters were wvont to be.
Helen promised lier friend that not a ward should pass lier lips
relative te lite clange in his Ietters, and Mary's self command
prevented lier fend parents from suspecting that she was not
flic saie ligiht hearted being that site lid ever been . ..............
Aiotler letter came, and its never varying itheme was the disin-
lcrested kindness of bis friend, and although titis was a subject
interesting te Helen site could not forgive hlie evident want of
rgardi for Mary's feelings which Charles displayed, while he

coldly expressed lis friendship for lier, but allowred himself to
dwell witl ail hlie warmli of his nature tpon his " dear Ed-
ward." She expressed lier indignation wilh bitterness, but Ma-
ry reproached hini net. In silent anguish ehe reperused tho


