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EGENL N THE . LIFD OF VVIIALE-CATCHLR
I‘ranslated ﬁom the Fy ench fm ihe Muscum.

On bo'\rd of a I‘\euch wlmler, (he al
-nounced awhale H all was in xendmess ; cach onc at Ins post
waited but the orders of the capt:un, who, Ieanmnr an"lmsl thc
drift-rails, was fol]owmv the course and movemenls ‘of the' I‘ sh.
"The signal ‘is given, two ]mhl, slender cauocs rnpu]ly dmde
the w'ltcrs and fly to“ards thelr prey

At the distance of twenty paces a hold hand darts the h'u—;
poon 3 the whale smks, but the .line follows . and. mdlcnles tlu.t
place where it will re- appc'lr. . The officer de.ds scver'ﬂ b]ows
with his lance, he 1edoublcs without perccwmrr hls dungu, :mdr
one blow of the tail sImltcxs the canoe {o splinters.

-Men and wreck, all were received by the sea. ~Each seeks
_refuge on bvard of the captain’s canoc, which still - keeps fast
. moored to the whale.

* C’lptam, said the oﬂ1cer, we constl ain your m'ma:uvnn
let them whe love me follow ! a quarter of an hour'at sea is'soon
pqsqod 7 Four sailors precipate themselves into the ‘waier with
him and hook themselves to' the keel of thc broken' ‘éanoe, pati-
ently waiting the moment when the ‘whale' would blow forth its
life blood, but it makes oﬂ'mpuﬂy with the wind: " * C

The sailors observe the L'\phm’s canoc With attenllon, it moves
swiflly away, while the curfent carries thcm back\vnrds Soon,
they lose sxrrht' of, both ship and canoe. 'ight' rxpproachcs :
they are alone in the immensity of the sea,and ﬂlev coolly d;scuss-
the blow that had broken the barl\, to whosc wneck they arc
chngmrr '

Txme passes, the m«hl is davk ,not a hgh(, not lhe least sound
announces. the capt'un ; not a blSG\llf, not even a «rlass of water-
...... Itis now only that they thmk they are lost for, ever. Adleu
to the pains and. plcnsures of sea-faring life! adleu the noisy,
orgies of return to port ! adicu the gay talk of the fore- top man !
For them no mote hope, de'uh uwaxts them. ‘



